I Corinthians Chapter V

Place in the Lectionary:
· I Cor. 5:6-8 Christ is our Passover Friday of Holy Week

· I Cor. 5:9-6:11 Christian behavior Monday, 7th Week after Pentecost

5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality (Gr. Porneia) among you, and of a kind that is not found even among pagans; for a man is living with his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.

Porneia = “to sell,” esp. slaves, means lit. “harlot for hire,” “prostitute”; Greek harlots were usually bought slaves. (Kittel)

A general broadening in meaning to include sexually immoral behavior, extra-marital relations i.e. a man living with his step mother (5:1)

The prophet Hosea (1-3) uses this term to describe Israel’s unfaithfulness to Yahweh as porneia, harlotry. Idolatry, the worshipping of a false God and lust was the chief sin of the Israelites for which they suffered judgement in the wilderness.

Incompatibility of “harlotry” and the Kingdom of God
“As individuals are to steer clear of porneia, so it is the apostle’s supreme concern to keep the communities free from such sins, since toleration of the offender makes the whole church guilty and constitutes an eschatological threat. Thus Paul demands that the congregation expel the impenitent wrong-doer ( I Cor 5:13) and break off all fellowship with those who live licentious lives (5:9).” (Hauck/Shulz: Kittel)

The Christians are marked by fidelity to God not to sin

“For when they are convicted of inventing such modes of uncleanness as the unbelievers, so far from venturing on them, do not even know of, the sin must be exceeding great, beyond all words. And the clause, "among you," is spoken also emphatically; that is, "Among you, the faithful, who have been favored with so high mysteries, the partakers Of secrets, the guests invited to heaven." Do you mark with what indignant feeling his works overflow? with what anger against all? (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

to mourn = morning over sins with a divine sorrow

"And what good are we to get by our weeping?" . . . but, as in the case of any disease or pestilence, "there is need of mourning," says he, "and of intense supplication, that he may be taken away.' And you should have used prayer for this, and left nothing undone that he should be cut off." (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

removed from among you: The Corinthians’ indifference meant acceptance of the sin
“Nor yet does he accuse them for not having given him information, but for not having mourned so that the man should be taken away; implying that even without their Teacher this ought to have been done, because of the notoriety of the offence.” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

3 For though absent in body I am present in spirit, and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such a thing. When you are assembled, and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Apostolic authority- the Grace of the Episcopacy
For this is the meaning of being "present in spirit:" as Elisha was present with Gehazi, and said, "Went not my heart with thee? (2 Kings chapter 5, verse 26) Wonderful! How great is the power of the gift, in that it makes all to be together and as one; and qualifies them to know the things which are far off. "I have judged already as though I were present." Then lest he should be thought too authoritative and his speech sound rather self-willed, mark how he makes them also partners in the sentence. For having said, "I have judged," he adds, "concerning him that has so wrought this thing, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan.

Now what means, "In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ?" "According to God;" "not possessed with any human prejudice."&ldots; "And my spirit." Again he sets himself at their head in order that when they should pass sentence, they might no otherwise cut off the offender than as if he were present; and that no one might dare to judge him pardonable, knowing that Paul would be aware of the proceedings.” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

Excommunication is meant to correct the behavior not to destroy the sinner
“And he said not, "Give up" such an one to Satan, but "deliver;" opening unto him the doors of repentance, and delivering up such an one as it were to a schoolmaster.” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

The Destruction of the flesh is its correction and healing
“For the destruction of the flesh." . . . for loosing of sins; that he might scourge him with a grievous sore or some other disease. . . And so this too which God had determined ensued, that the man's flesh was chastised. For because inordinate eating and carnal luxuriousness are the parents of desires, it is the flesh which he chastises.

"That the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus;" that is the soul. Not as though this were saved alone, but because it was a settled point that if that were saved, without all controversy the body too would partake in its salvation. For as it became mortal because of the soul's sinning: so if this do righteousness, that also on the other hand shall enjoy great glory” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us, therefore, celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

The Israelites were to remove the leaven from their houses in preparation of the Passover (Ex. 12:1-30). (Orthodox Study Bible)

The possibility of the corruption of the Church is real - the importance of church discipline and order
"...though the offence be his, yet if neglected it hath power to waste the rest of the body of the Church also. For when the first transgressor escapes punishment, speedily will others also commit the same faults. . . In these words he indicates moreover that their struggle and their danger is for the whole Church, not for any one person. For which purpose he needs also the similitude of the leaven . . so also this man, if he be let go unpunished and this sin turn out un-avenged, will corrupt likewise all the rest." (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

On the use of severe Penance:
“For he said not, "Deliver him up to Satan," that having repented he might be commended again unto the Church. But what says he? "That he may be saved in the last day." For he conducts him on unto that time in order to make him full of anxiety. And what favors he intended him after the repentance, he reveals not, imitating his own Master. . . "But if he repent worthily, we will `confirm our love towards him.'"(2 Corinthians chapter 2, verse 8). But he waits for him to do the work that so he may then receive the favor. For if he had said this at the beginning he might have set him free from the fear.” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

The Church as the Feast of God’s Kingdom/Christ is our Passover- ruled by sincerity & truth
“It is festival, therefore, the whole time in which we live. For though he said, "Let us keep the feast," not with a view to the presence of the Passover or of Pentecost did he say it; but as pointing out that the whole of time is a festival unto Christians, because of the excellency of the good things which have been given. . .The Son of God was made man for you; He freed you from death; and called you to kingdom. You therefore who has obtained and are still obtaining such things, how can it be less than your duty to "keep the feast" all thy life? Let no one then be downcast about poverty, and disease, and craft of enemies. For it is a festival, even the whole of our time. Wherefore says Paul, (Philippians chapter 4, verse 4) "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice." Upon the festival days no one puts on filthy garments.” (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XV)

Pascha
“It is our whole faith that by his own death Christ changed the very nature of death, made it a passage - a “passover,” a “Pascha” - into the Kingdom of God, transforming the tragedy of tragedies into the ultimate victory.” (Fr. Schmemann, Great Lent, Journet to Pascha)

9 I wrote to you in my letter (lost letter) not to associate with immoral men; 10 not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But rather I wrote to you not to associate with any one who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber -- not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. "Drive out the wicked person from among you."

Paul was not unconcerned about people outside the Church
“How then? Did not Paul care for them that were without as well? Yes, he cared for them; but it was not till after they received the Gospel and he had made them subject to the doctrine of Christ, that he laid down laws for them. But so long as they despised, it was superfluous to speak the precepts of Christ to those who knew not Christ Himself. (Chrysostom, I Corinthians, Homily XVI)

The Eucharist is not shared with outsiders

“Obviously if we are not to eat ordinary food with such people, we are not to admit them to the Lord’s table either.” (Theodoret of Cyr)

