
Matthew	9:18-22	
Father	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	on	Matthew	9:18-22.	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	9:18-22	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
18While	He	spoke	these	things	to	them,	behold,	a	certain	ruler	came	
22	And	behold,	there	cometh	one	of	the	rulers	of	the	synagogue,	by	name	Jairos;	(Mk	
5:22)	
41And	behold,	there	came	a	man	whose	name	was	Jairos,	and	he	was	a	ruler	of	the	
synagogue.	(Lk	8:41)	
	
and	was	making	obeisance	to	Him	(“knelt	before	Him,”	RSV),	saying,	
4352	proskynéō	(from	4314	/prós,	"towards"	and	kyneo,	"to	kiss")	–	properly,	to	kiss	
the	 ground	 when	 prostrating	 before	 a	 superior;	 to	 worship,	 ready	 "to	 fall	
down/prostrate	oneself	to	adore	on	one's	knees"	(DNTT);	to	"do	obeisance"	(BAGD).	
“My	daughter	just	now	died;	but	come	and	lay	Thy	hand	upon	her,	and	she	shall	live.”	
and	after	he	saw	Him,	he	fell	at	His	feet,	23and	was	beseeching	Him	very	much,	saying,	
“My	little	daughter	is	at	her	end,	so	come	and	lay	Thy	hands	on	her,	that	she	might	be	
made	well,	and	she	 shall	 live.”	 24And	He	went	away	with	him;	and	a	great	 crowd	was	
following	Him	and	pressing	upon	Him.			[Mk.	5:22-24]	
And	he	fell	at	the	feet	of	Jesus	and	besought	Him	to	come	into	his	house,	42for	he	had	an	
only	 daughter,	 about	 twelve	 years	 old,	and	 she	was	 dying.	 But	 as	He	was	 going,	 the	
crowds	 were	 pressing	 closely	 upon	 Him.			 [Lk.	 8:41,42]		 49While	 He	 is	 yet	 speaking,	
someone	cometh	from	the	ruler	of	the	synagogue’s	house,	saying	to	him,	“Thy	daughter	
hath	died;	do	not	be	troubling	the	Teacher.”			[Lk.	8:49]	
	
The	father’s	faith	is	materialistic	(he	does	not	perceive	the	Spiritual	dimension	of	Who	
Christ	 is),	 Jesus	has	a	physical	power	to	heal	 that	 requires	his	physical	presence	and	
touch	
“But	see	his	dullness:	how	he	requires	of	Christ	two	things,	both	His	actual	presence,	
and	the	laying	on	of	His	hand:	and	this	by	the	way	is	a	sign	that	he	had	left	her	still	
breathing.	This	Naaman	also,	that	Syrian,	required	of	the	prophet.	"For	I	thought,"	says	
he,	"he	will	surely	come	out,	and	will	lay	on	his	hand."	For	in	truth	they	who	are	more	or	
less	dull	of	temper,	require	sight	and	sensible	things.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	31	on	
Matthew).”	
“…the	ruler	says	here	(Matthew)	that	his	daughter	has	already	died,	either	because	he	
left	her	as	she	was	breathing	her	last	breath,	or	he	exaggerates	the	calamity	so	as	to	
move	Christ	to	mercy	(Blessed	Theophylact,	Matthew	9:18-19).”	
	

19And	Jesus	arose	and	followed	him,	and	so	did	His	disciples.	
51And	after	He	entered	into	the	house,	He	did	not	allow	anyone	to	go	in,	except	Peter	
and	Iakovos	and	John,			[Lk.	8:51]	
	
	



Matthew	is	left	behind	–	James	(Iakovos),	John	and	Peter	alone	go	with	Christ	
“And	whereas	Mark	(Mark	5:37)	says,	He	took	the	three	disciples,	and	so	does	Luke;	
Luke	8:51	our	evangelist	merely	says,	‘the	disciples.’	Wherefore	then	did	He	not	take	
with	Him	Matthew,	though	he	had	but	just	come	unto	Him?	To	bring	him	to	a	more	
earnest	longing,	and	because	he	was	yet	rather	in	an	imperfect	state.	For	to	this	intent	
does	He	honor	those,	that	these	may	grow	such	as	those	are.	But	for	him	it	sufficed	for	
the	present,	to	see	what	befell	the	woman	with	the	issue	of	blood,	and	to	be	honored	
by	His	table,	and	by	His	partaking	of	his	salt.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	31	on	Matthew).”	
	

20And	behold,	a	woman,	having	a	bloody	flux	for	twelve	years,	drew	near	Him	and	
touched	the	fringe	of	His	garment.	21For	she	was	saying	within	herself,	“If	only	I	might	
touch	His	garment,	I	shall	be	made	well.”	22But	Jesus	turned	about	and	saw	her,	and	
said,	“Be	of	good	courage,	daughter;	thy	faith	hath	made	thee	well.”	And	the	woman	
was	healed	from	that	hour.			[Mt.	9:20-22]	
“The	women	was	unclean	due	to	her	illness,	and	for	this	reason	she	does	not	touch	Him	
openly	for	fear	that	she	would	be	prevented.	She	intended	to	escape	His	notice,	and	yet,	
hoped	to	attain	healing	if	only	by	touching	the	hem	of	His	garment.	But	the	Savior	
revealed	her…	
1.	to	show	her	faith	for	our	benefit	and	also	to	strengthen	the	faith	of	the	ruler	of	the	
synagogue.	
2.	Jesus	tells	her,	‘Take	courage’	because	she	was	fearful	that	she	had	stolen	the	gift;	
3.	He	calls	her	daughter	because	she	had	faith.	
4.	He	shows	that	had	she	not	offered	faith	she	would	not	have	received	the	grace,	even	
though	his	garments	were	holy.	
(Blessed	Theophylact,	Matthew	9:20-22)	
	
The	first	women	to	publically	approach	Christ	in	faith	–	women	were	not	allowed	such	
access	
“Therefore	she	lies	hidden,	and	conceals	herself.	For	neither	had	she	as	yet	the	proper	
and	correct	opinion	concerning	Him:	else	she	would	not	have	thought	to	be	concealed.	
And	this	is	the	first	woman	that	came	unto	Him	in	public,	having	heard	of	course	that	He	
heals	women	also,	and	that	He	is	on	His	way	to	the	little	daughter	that	was	dead.	
(Chrysostom,	Homily	31	on	Matthew).”	

				 	



It	is	recorded	by	the	Church	historian	Eusebius	(Chpt.	8,	paragraph	18)	that	this	women	
is	St.	Veronica	(Βερενίκη	July	12)	made	a	figure	of	Christ	and	at	its	feet	a	plant	grew	
which	aided	those	suffering	with	hemorrhages.	It	was	destroyed	by	some	impious	men	
at	the	time	of	Emperor	Julian	the	Apostate.	
	
NINTH	PRAYER	Before	Communion	of	Saint	John	Damascene	
“I	stand	before	the	doors	of	Your	sanctuary,	yet	I	do	not	put	away	my	terrible	thoughts.	
But	Christ	our	God,	Who	justified	the	Publican,	and	Who	had	mercy	on	the	Canaanite	
woman,	and	opened	the	gates	of	Paradise	to	the	Thief,	open	to	me	the	depths	of	Your	
love	for	mankind,	and	as	I	approach	and	touch	You,	receive	me	like	the	Harlot	and	the	
woman	with	an	issue	of	blood.	For	the	one	easily	received	healing	by	touching	the	hem	
of	Your	garment,	and	the	other	obtained	release	from	her	sins	by	clasping	Your	sacred	
feet.”	
	
Matthew	9:23-26	
Fr.	Andrew's	notes	from	Bible	Study	on	Matthew	9:23-26.	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	9:23-26	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
	
Mark	
35While	He	yet	spoke	some	came	from	the	ruler	of	the	synagogue’s	house,	saying,	“Thy	
daughter	died;	why	art	thou	still	troubling	the	Teacher?”	36But	Jesus,	after	He	heard	the	
word	spoken,	straightway	said	to	the	ruler	of	the	synagogue,	“Cease	being	afraid,	only	
keep	on	believing.”	 37And	He	allowed	no	one	 to	 follow	along	with	Him,	except	Peter,	
and	Iakovos,	and	John	the	brother	of	Iakovos.	38And	He	cometh	to	the	house	of	the	ruler	
of	the	synagogue,	and	sees	a	tumult,	and	the	crowd	weeping	and	wailing	greatly.	39And	
after	He	entered,	He	 said	 to	 them,	 “Why	are	 you	being	 clamorous	and	weeping?	The	
little	child	did	not	die,	but	sleeps.”	 40And	they	kept	on	 laughing	scornfully	at	Him.	But	
when	He	put	 all	 out,	He	 took	 the	 father	of	 the	 child	 and	 the	mother,	 and	 those	with	
Him,	 and	 entered	 in	 where	 the	 little	 child	 was	 lying.	 41And	 He	 laid	 hold	 of	 the	 little	
child’s	hand,	and	said	to	her,	“Talitha,	koumi,”	which	is,	being	interpreted,	“Little	girl,	I	
say	to	thee,	arise.”	42And	straightway	the	little	girl	arose	and	was	walking	about,	for	she	
was	 twelve	 years	 old.	 And	 they	 were	 amazed	 with	 great	 ecstasy;	 43and	 He	 Himself	
earnestly	 gave	 them	 express	 orders	 that	 no	 one	 should	 know	 this;	 and	 He	 said	 that	
something	should	be	given	to	her	to	eat.	
	
Luke	
9While	He	 is	 yet	 speaking,	 someone	cometh	 from	 the	 ruler	of	 the	 synagogue’s	house,	
saying	 to	 him,	 “Thy	 daughter	 has	 died;	 do	 not	 be	 troubling	 the	 Teacher.”	 50But	 after	
Jesus	 heard	 it,	He	 answered	him,	 saying,	 “Cease	being	 afraid;	 only	 keep	on	believing,	
and	she	shall	be	made	well.”	51And	after	He	entered	into	the	house,	He	did	not	allow	
anyone	to	go	in,	except	Peter	and	Iakovos	and	John,	and	the	father	and	the	mother	of	
the	girl.	52And	all	were	weeping	and	beating	their	breasts.	But	He	said,	“Cease	weeping;	



she	did	not	die,	but	sleeps.”	53And	they	kept	on	laughing	scornfully	at	Him,	knowing	that	
she	did	die.	54But	He	put	them	all	outside	and	took	hold	of	her	hand	and	called,	saying,	
“Girl,	arise.”	55And	her	spirit	returned,	and	she	arose	immediately.	And	He	commanded	
that	 something	 be	 given	 to	her	 to	 eat.	 56And	her	parents	were	 amazed.	And	He	gave	
orders	to	them	to	tell	no	one	what	took	place.	
23And	after	Jesus	came	into	the	house	of	the	ruler,	and	saw	the	flute	players	and	the	
crowd	making	a	tumult,	
Musicians	are	brought	at	the	moment	of	death	to	mourn	her	
“Noble	tokens,	surely,	these,	of	the	rulers	of	synagogues;	in	the	moment	of	her	death	
pipes	and	cymbals	raising	a	dirge!	What	then	does	Christ?	All	the	rest	He	cast	out,	but	
the	parents	He	brought	in;	to	leave	no	room	for	saying	that	He	healed	her	in	any	other	
way.	And	before	her	resurrection	too,	He	raises	her	in	His	word;	saying,	The	maid	is	not	
dead,	but	sleep.	(Chrysostom	On	Matthew,	Homily	31:3).”	
		
v		4In	Him	was	life,	and	the	Life	was	the	light	of	men.			[Jn.	1:4]	
v		14For	if	we	believe	that	Jesus	died	and	is	risen,	so	also	those	who	fell	asleep	through	
Jesus	will	God	bring	with	Him.			[1	Thess.	4:14]	
v		10Who	died	for	us,	that	whether	we	be	awake	or	asleep,	we	should	live	together	
with	Him.			[1	Thess.	5:10]	
“…also,	saying,	Our	friend	Lazarus	sleeps	John	11:11;	and	also	teaching	us	not	to	fear	
death;	for	that	it	is	not	death,	but	is	henceforth	become	a	sleep.	Thus,	since	He	Himself	
was	to	die,	He	does	in	the	persons	of	others	prepare	His	disciples	beforehand	to	be	of	
good	courage,	and	to	bear	the	end	meekly.	Since	in	truth,	when	He	had	come,	death	
was	from	that	time	forward	a	sleep	(Chrysostom	On	Matthew,	Homily	31:3).”	
	
24He	said	to	them,	“Withdraw	you;	for	the	little	girl	did	not	die,	but	sleeps.”	And	they	
kept	on	laughing	scornfully	at	Him.	
		
25But	when	the	crowd	was	put	out,	He	went	in	and	took	hold	of	her	hand,	and	the	
little	girl	arose.	26And	this	report	went	out	into	all	that	land.	
“And	He	holds	her	by	the	hand,	assuring	the	beholders;	so	as	by	that	sight	to	make	a	
way	for	the	belief	of	her	resurrection.	For	whereas	the	father	said,	‘Lay	your	hand	upon	
her;	(Matthew	9:18)	He	on	His	part	does	somewhat	more,	for	He	lays	no	hand	on	her,	
but	rather	takes	hold	of	her,	and	raises	her,	implying	that	to	Him	all	things	are	ready.	
And	He	not	only	raises	her	up,	but	also	commands	to	give	her	meat,	that	the	event	
might	not	seem	to	be	an	illusion.	(Chrysostom	On	Matthew,	Homily	31:3).”	
Entering	 Into	the	“resting	 in	the	Lord”	~	grant	“rest”	Ἀναπαύσov	Lord	to	the	soul	of	
your	servant	(Orthoodox	Funeral	Service)	
	
“But	surely	He	will	raise	her,	and	with	more	abundant	glory.	For	that	young	women,	
when	she	had	risen,	died	again;	but	your	child,	if	she	rise	again,	abides	thenceforth	in	
immortal	being…’bear	it	bravely,	because	she	will	surely	rise	again;’	the	child	sleeps	and	
is	not	dead;	she	is	at	rest	and	has	not	perished.	For	resurrection	will	be	her	final	lot,	and	
eternal	life,	and	immortality,	and	an	angel's	portion.	Do	you	not	hear	the	Psalm	that	



says,	"Return	unto	your	rest,	O	my	soul,	for	the	Lord	has	dealt	bountifully	with	you?"	
God	calls	it	"bountiful	dealing,"	and	do	you	make	lamentation?	(Chrysostom	On	
Matthew,	Homily	31:3).”	
	
“But	of	our	state	there	(in	Heaven)	but	all	the	contrary;	that	‘grief	and	sorrow	and	
sighing	have	fled	away.’	(Isaiah	35:10)	And	that	‘men	shall	come	from	the	east	and	from	
the	west,	and	shall	recline	in	the	bosoms	of	Abraham	and	Isaac	and	Jacob.’	(Matthew	
8:11)	And	that	the	region	there	is	a	spiritual	bride-chamber,	and	bright	lamps,	and	a	
translation	to	Heaven.	(Chrysostom	On	Matthew,	Homily	31:3).”	
	

1Let	us	 fear	 then,	 lest	perhaps,	being	 left	a	promise	to	enter	 into	His	 rest,	any	of	you	
seem	to	have	come	short	of	it…3For	we	who	believed	do	enter	into	the	rest,	even	as	He	
has	said,	“As	I	swore	in	My	wrath,	‘If	they	shall	enter	into	My	rest’”;	and	yet	the	works	
were	done	from	the	 foundation	of	the	world.	 4For	He	said	somewhere	concerning	the	
seventh	day	thus:	“And	God	rested	from	all	His	works	on	the	seventh	day”;	5and	in	this	
place	again,	“If	they	shall	enter	 into	My	rest.”	6Therefore,	since	it	remains	for	some	to	
enter	into	it,	and	they	who	formerly	had	the	good	tidings	proclaimed	did	not	enter	in	on	
account	of	disobedience,	 7again	He	marks	out	a	certain	day,	 saying	 in	David,	 “Today,”	
after	so	long	a	time,	even	as	it	has	been	said,	“Today,	if	ye	will	hear	His	voice,	do	not	go	
on	hardening	your	hearts.”	 8For	 if	 Jesus	of	Navee	 gave	 them	 rest,	He	would	not	have	
spoken	about	another	day	after	these	things;	9then	there	remains	a	sabbath-keeping	to	
the	people	of	God.	10For	he	who	entered	into	His	rest,	he	also	did	rest	from	his	works,	
even	as	God	did	from	His	own.	11Let	us	give	diligence	then	to	enter	 into	that	rest,	 lest	
anyone	should	fall	into	the	same	example	of	disobedience.			[Heb.	4:1-11]	
28“Come	to	Me,	all	ye	who	labor	and	are	burdened,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.			[Mt.	11:28]	
	
12Here	 is	 the	patience	of	 the	saints,	 the	ones	keeping	 the	commandments	of	God	and	
the	faith	of	Jesus.13And	I	heard	a	voice	out	of	the	heaven	saying,	“Write:	‘Happy	are	the	
dead,	the	ones	dying	in	the	Lord	henceforth.’”	“Yes,”	saith	the	Spirit,	“in	order	that	they	
might	rest	from	their	toils;	and	their	works	follow	with	them.”		[Rev.	14:12,13]	
9And	when	He	opened	the	fifth	seal,	I	saw	under	the	altar	the	souls	of	those	who	were	
slain	on	account	of	the	word	of	God	and	on	account	of	the	testimony	of	the	Lamb	which	
they	were	holding;	10and	they	cried	with	a	loud	voice,	saying,	“Until	when,	O	Master,	the	
Holy	One	and	the	True	One,	do	You	not	judge	and	avenge	our	blood	from	those	dwelling	
on	the	earth?”	11And	there	was	given	to	each	of	them	a	white	robe;	and	it	was	said	to	
them	that	they	should	rest	yet	for	a	little	time,	until	there	should	be	fulfilled	also	their	
fellow	slaves	and	their	brethren,	those	being	about	to	be	killed	even	as	they.		[Rev.	6:9-
11]	
	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“He	said	not	rest	but	‘sabbath-keeping’	(sabbatismo;~).	For	just	as	on	
the	sabbath	He	commands	to	abstain	from	all	evil	things	and	that	those	things	only	
which	are	related	to	worship	should	occur,	which	things	the	priests	accomplished,	and	
whatsoever	profits	the	soul	and	nothing	else,	so	also	will	it	be	then.”	
	



Matthew	9:27-31	
Father	Andrew's	Bibles	study	notes	for	Matthew	9:27-31	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	9:27-31	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
27And	when	Jesus	passed	by	from	that	place,	two	blind	men	followed	Him,	crying	and	
saying,	“Have	mercy	on	us,	Son	of	David!”	
Saint	Kyril:	“Did	he	not	know	that	the	sight	of	the	blind	cannot	be	restored	by	human	
resources?	How	then	does	he	call	Him	the	Son	of	David?	This,	I	think,	is	perhaps	the	
explanation:	He	was	a	Jew	by	race	having	been	brought	up	in	Judaism;	the	predictions	
contained	in	the	law	and	the	holy	prophets	concerning	Christ	had	not	escaped	his	
knowledge.	He	heard	the	passage	in	Psalms:	‘The	Lord	hath	sworn	in	truth	unto	David,	
and	He	will	not	annul	it:	“Of	the	fruit	of	thy	belly	will	I	set	upon	thy	throne	[Ps.	
131(132):11].”’	He	knew	also	from	Prophet	Isaiah,	‘There	shall	come	forth	a	rod	out	of	
the	root	of	Jesse,	and	a	blossom	shall	come	up	from	his	root	[Is.	11:1].’	And	again	he	
knew,	‘Behold,	the	Virgin	shall	conceive	in	the	womb	[Is.	7:14].’	As	one	already	who	
believed	that	the	Logos,	being	God,	had	been	born	in	the	flesh	of	the	holy	Virgin,	he	
draws	near,	saying,	‘Son	of	David,’	for	this	was	his	state	of	mind	in	offering	his	
supplication.	This	Christ	affirms	afterwards,	saying,	‘Thy	faith	hath	made	thee	well.’”	
[Hom.	126,	Commentary,	Ch.	18,	499,	500.]	
	
“But	this	is	no	light	charge	against	the	Jews;	when	these	men,	though	their	eyes	were	
struck	out,	receive	the	faith	by	hearing	alone,	but	they	beholding	the	miracles,	and	
having	their	sight	to	witness	what	was	happening,	do	all	just	contrary.	And	see	their	
earnestness	also,	both	by	their	cry,	and	by	their	prayer	itself.	For	they	did	not	merely	
approach	Him,	but	with	loud	cries,	and	alleging	nought	else	but	‘mercy.’	(Chrysostom	
Matthew	32.1).”	
	
Son	of	David	–	healing	the	blind	–	blinding	those	who	think	they	see	
(http://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-son-of-David.html)	
v		Seventeen	verses	in	the	New	Testament	describe	Jesus	as	the	"son	of	David."	
v		The	Christ	(the	Messiah)	was	the	fulfillment	of	the	prophecy	of	the	seed	of	David	(2	
Samuel	7:14-16)	
v		Jesus	was	the	promised	Messiah,	which	meant	He	was	of	the	seed	of	David.	Matthew	
1.	
v		When	Christ	was	referred	to	as	the	Son	of	David,	it	was	meant	to	refer	to	His	
Messianic	title	as	the	Old	Testament	prophesied	concerning	Him.	
v		Jesus	was	addressed	as	“Lord,	thou	son	of	David”	several	times	by	people	who,	by	
faith,	were	seeking	mercy	or	healing.	The	woman	whose	daughter	was	being	tormented	
by	a	demon	(Matthew	15:22),	the	two	blind	men	by	the	wayside	(Matthew	20:30),	and	
blind	Bartimaeus	(Mark	10:47),	all	cried	out	to	the	son	of	David	for	help.	The	titles	of	
honor	they	gave	Him	declared	their	faith	in	Him.	Calling	Him	Lord	expressed	their	sense	
of	His	deity,	dominion,	and	power,	and	by	calling	Him	“son	of	David,”	they	were	



professing	Him	to	be	the	Messiah.	
	
v		The	Pharisees,	too,	understood	what	was	meant	when	they	heard	the	people	calling	
Jesus	“son	of	David.”	But	unlike	those	who	cried	out	in	faith,	they	were	so	blinded	by	
their	own	pride	and	lack	of	understanding	of	the	Scriptures	that	they	couldn’t	see	what	
the	blind	beggars	could	see	–	that	here	was	the	Messiah	they	had	supposedly	been	
waiting	for	all	their	lives.	
	
v		Jesus	further	confounded	the	scribes	and	Pharisees	by	asking	them	to	explain	the	
meaning	of	this	very	title.	How	could	it	be	that	the	Messiah	is	the	son	of	David	when	
David	himself	refers	to	Him	as	“my	Lord”	(Mark	12:35-37)?	Of	course	the	teachers	of	the	
law	couldn’t	answer	the	question.	Jesus	thereby	exposed	the	Jewish	spiritual	leaders’	
ineptitude	as	teachers	and	their	ignorance	of	what	the	Old	Testament	taught	as	to	the	
true	nature	of	the	Messiah,	further	alienating	them	from	Him.	
v		Jesus	Christ,	the	only	son	of	God	and	the	only	means	of	salvation	for	the	world	(Acts	
4:12),	is	also	the	son	of	David,	both	in	a	physical	sense	and	a	spiritual	sense.	
	

	28And	after	He	came	into	the	house,	the	blind	men	came	to	Him;	and	Jesus	said	to	
them,	“Do	you	believe	that	I	am	able	to	do	this?”	They	say	to	Him,	“Yes,	Lord.”	
“He	to	lead	them	up	to	what	is	higher,	and	to	teach	them	to	entertain	the	imaginations	
they	ought	of	Himself,	says,	Believe	ye	that	I	am	able	to	do	this?	He	did	not	say,	Believe	
ye	that	I	am	able	to	entreat	my	Father,	that	I	am	able	to	pray	but,	that	I	am	able	to	do	
this?	(Chrysostom	Homily	Matthew	32:1).”	
“What	then	is	their	word?	Yes,	Lord.	They	call	Him	no	more	Son	of	David,	but	soar	
higher,	and	acknowledge	His	dominion.	(Chrysostom	Homily	Matthew	32:1).”	
	
Theophylact:	“He	asks	them	if	they	believe,	showing	that	faith	can	accomplish	all	things.	
(Commentary	on	Matthew	9:30-31)”	
	
Hilary:	“The	Lord	showed	them	that	faith	should	not	be	expected	as	a	result	of	health	
but	 health	 should	 be	 expected	 because	 of	 faith.	 The	 blind	 men	 saw	 because	 they	
believed;	they	did	not	believe	because	they	saw.”	
	
29Then	He	touched	their	eyes,	saying,	“According	to	your	faith,	let	it	be	to	you.”	30And	
their	eyes	were	opened.	And	Jesus	earnestly	admonished	them,	saying,	“See	to	it,	let	
no	one	know	it.”	
“And	this	He	does	to	confirm	their	faith,	and	to	show	that	they	are	participators	in	the	
good	work,	and	to	witness	that	their	words	were	not	words	of	flattery.	For	neither	did	
He	say,	"Let	your	eyes	be	opened,"	but,	"According	to	your	faith	be	it	unto	you;"	which	
He	says	to	many	of	them	that	came	unto	Him;	before	the	healing	of	their	bodies,	
hastening	to	proclaim	the	faith	in	their	soul;	so	as	both	to	make	them	more	approved,	
and	to	render	others	more	serious.	(Chrysostom	Matthew	Homily	32).”	
v		“For	it	teaches	us	that	we	should	say	nothing	about	ourselves.	
	



v		In	fact,	it	even	teaches	that	we	should	prevent	those	who	want	to	praise	us	from	
doing	so.	
v		But	it	also	teaches	that	if	the	glory	would	be	offered	up	to	God,	not	only	should	we	
not	prevent	this	but	we	should	even	command	that	it	be	done.	(Chrysostom	Matthew	
32.1).”	
	

31But	they,	after	they	went	out,	made	Him	known	in	all	that	land.	
Theophylact:	“They	spread	abroad	His	fame	in	thanksgiving	not	in	disobedience.	
(Commentary	on	Matthew	9:30-31)”	
Hilary:	“And	He	charged	the	believers	to	be	silent,	for	it	was	exclusively	the	task	of	the	
apostles	to	preach.”	
“The	blind	men	did	not	follow	His	instruction	but	immediately	became	preachers	and	
evangelists.	(Chrysostom	Matthew	32.1).”	
	
Matthew	9:32-10:1	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	9:32-10:1	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	9:32-10:1	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
32And	as	they	went	out,	behold,	they	brought	to	Him	a	mute	man	possessed	by	a	
demon.	
	
What	purpose	does	it	serve	for	a	demon	to	render	someone	speechless?	
Saint	Kyril	of	Alexandria:	“Now	mute	(or	dumb)	devils	are	difficult	for	anyone	
whatsoever	of	the	saints	to	rebuke,	and	are	more	obstinate	than	any	other	kind,	and	
excessively	audacious.	But	there	was	nothing	difficult	to	the	all-powerful	will	of	Christ.	
The	man,	whose	tongue	had	been	closed	by	door	and	lock,	once	again	poured	forth	his	
customary	speech,	and	was	set	free	from	the	wicked	and	impure	devil.”	[Hom.	80,	
Commentary,	Ch.	11,	327.]	
“For	the	affliction	was	not	natural,	but	the	device	of	the	evil	spirit;	wherefore	also	he	
needs	others	to	bring	him.	For	he	could	neither	make	entreaty	himself,	being	
speechless,	nor	supplicate	others,	when	the	evil	spirit	had	bound	his	tongue,	and	
together	with	his	tongue	had	chained	his	soul.	For	this	cause	neither	does	He	require	
faith	of	him,	but	straightway	heals	the	disease.	(Chrysostom:	Homily	32	on	Matthew)	
	

33And	after	the	demon	was	cast	out,	the	mute	spoke.	And	the	crowds	marveled,	
saying,	“It	was	never	so	seen	in	Israel.”	34But	the	Pharisees	were	saying,	“He	casts	out	
the	demons	by	the	ruler	of	the	demons.”	
“What	can	be	more	foolish	than	this?	For	in	the	first	place,	as	He	also	says	further	on,	it	
is	impossible	that	a	devil	should	cast	out	a	devil,	for	(25But	Jesus,	having	known	their	
thoughts,	said	to	them,	“Every	kingdom	divided	against	itself	is	being	brought	to	
desolation;	and	every	city	or	house	divided	against	itself	shall	not	stand.	26“And	if	Satan	
cast	out	Satan,	he	was	divided	against	himself;	how	then	shall	his	kingdom	stand?		Mt.	



12:25,26)	But	He	did	not	cast	out	devils	only,	but	also	cleansed	lepers,	and	raised	the	
dead,	and	curbed	the	sea,	and	remitted	sins,	and	preached	the	kingdom,	and	brought	
men	unto	the	Father;	things	which	a	demon	would	never	either	choose,	or	at	any	time	
be	able	to	effect.	(Chrysostom:	Homily	32	on	Matthew).”	
	
The	ministry	of	devils	
a.)			For	the	devils	bring	men	to	idols	
b.)			Withdraw	them	from	God	
c.)			Persuade	them	to	disbelieve	the	life	to	come.	
d.)		The	devil	does	not	bestow	kindness	when	he	is	insulted	
e.)		He	harms	those	that	court	and	honor	him.	
	

35And	Jesus	was	going	about	all	the	cities	and	villages,	teaching	in	their	synagogues,	
and	proclaiming	the	Gospel	of	the	kingdom,	and	curing	every	disease	and	every	bodily	
weakness	among	the	people.	
		
“For	this	cause	Christ,	to	teach	us	that	of	mere	goodness	He	had	entered	on	this,	so	far	
from	waiting	for	the	sick	to	come	to	Him,	of	Himself	hastened	unto	them,	bearing	them	
two	of	the	greatest	blessings;	one,	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom;	another,	the	perfect	cure	
of	all	their	diseases.	And	not	a	city	did	He	overlook,	not	a	village	did	He	hasten	by,	but	
visited	every	place.	(Chrysostom:	Homily	32	on	Matthew)	
	

36And	having	seen	the	crowds,	He	was	moved	with	compassion	for	them,	because	they	
were	wearied	and	cast	down,	as	sheep	not	having	a	shepherd.	37Then	He	said	to	His	
disciples,	“The	harvest	indeed	is	great,	but	the	workers	are	few.	38“Entreat	therefore	
the	Lord	of	the	harvest	that	He	would	send	forth	workers	into	His	harvest.”		
“That	is,	not	to	the	sowing,	says	He,	but	to	the	reaping	do	I	send	you.	Which	in	John	He	
expressed	by,	‘other	men	labored,	and	you	are	entered	into	their	labors,	John	4:38’	And	
these	things	he	said,	at	once	repressing	their	pride,	and	preparing	them	to	be	of	good	
courage,	and	signifying	that	the	greater	part	of	the	labor	came	first	(Chrysostom:	Homily	
32	on	Matthew).”	
	
Worker:	=	(eryatis)	ἐργάτης,	ἐργάτου,	ὁ	(ἐργάζομαι);	
1.	as	in	Greek	writings	a	workman,	a	laborer:	usually	one	who	works	for	hire,	Matthew	
10:10;	Luke	10:7;	1	Timothy	5:18;	especially	an	agricultural	laborer,	Matthew	9:37;	
Matthew	20:1f,	8;	Luke	10:2;	James	5:4	(Wis.	17:16);	those	whose	labor	artificers	
employ	(i.	e.	workmen	in	the	restricted	sense),	Acts	19:25	(opposed	to	τοῖς	τεχνίταις	(A.	
V.	craftsmen),	Acts	19:24),	cf.	Bengel	at	the	passage;	those	who	as	teachers	labor	to	
propagate	and	promote	Christianity	among	men:	2	Corinthians	11:13;	Philippians	3:2;	2	
Timothy	2:15,	cf.	Matthew	9:37;	Luke	10:2.	
	
The	Shepherds	became	wolves	
“This	is	His	charge	against	the	rulers	of	the	Jews,	that	being	shepherds	they	acted	the	
part	of	wolves.	For	so	far	from	amending	the	multitude,	they	even	marred	their	



progress.	For	instance,	when	they	were	marveling	and	saying,	‘It	was	never	so	seen	in	
Israel,’	these	were	affirming	the	contrary,	‘He	casts	out	devils	through	the	prince	of	the	
devils’	(Chrysostom:	Homily	32	on	Matthew).”	
		
CHAPTER	10	
												1And	after	He	called	to	Himself	His	twelve	disciples,	He	gave	to	them	authority	
over	unclean	spirits,	so	as	to	cast	them	out,	and	to	cure	every	disease	and	every	
weakness.			[Mt.	1:1	-	10:1]	
	
By	His	authority	he	empowers	the	disiciples	
“But	not	in	this	way	only	was	He	indirectly	encouraging	them,	in	calling	their	ministry	a	
harvest;	but	also	by	making	them	able	for	the	ministry.’And	when	He	had	called	unto	
Him,	it	says,	His	twelve	disciples,	He	gave	them	power	against	unclean	spirits,	to	cast	
them	out,	and	to	heal	all	manner	of	sickness,	and	all	manner	of	disease.’	Still	the	Spirit	
was	not	yet	given.	For	there	was	not	yet,	it	says,	a	Spirit,	because	that	Jesus	was	not	yet	
glorified.	How	then	did	they	cast	out	the	spirits?	By	His	command,	by	His	authority.”	
	


