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Matthew	CHAPTER	8	
“The	First	Miracle	recorded	in	Matthew	(also	in	Mark	1:40)	is	the	healing	of	Leprosy”	
		
1And	after	He	came	down	from	the	mountain,	great	crowds	followed	Him.	2And	
behold,	a	leper	came	and	was	making	obeisance	(προσεκύνει,	worshiped,	Mark	–	
“kneeling	before	him,”	Luke-	“fell	on	his	face”)	to	Him,	
		
1.	The	first	action	in	approaching	Christ	is	reverence,	falling	down	before	Him.	
“We	wish	to	make	a	distinction	between	absolute	worship	or	adoration	(latreiva)	and	
relative	veneration	(proskuvnhsi~),	which	can	be	translated,	lit.,	fall	down	or	make	
obeisance	or	prostrate	oneself	or	do	reverence	or	venerate	or	pay	homage…Although	
the	evangelists	and	apostles	freely	use	both	“worship”	(latreia)	and	“make	obeisance”	
(proskynesis)	with	relation	to	God,	they	never	speak	of	offering	“worship”	(latreia)	for	
anyone	or	anything	outside	of	the	Deity.	Note	that	the	KJV	translates	the	Greek	word	
proskynesis	as	“worship”	and	latreia	as	“serve	(The	Orthodox	New	Testament).”	
		
Chrysostom:	“	With	great	fervor	before	Jesus’	knees,	the	leper	pleaded	with	him	with	
sincere	faith.”	
	
2.	The	manner	in	which	he	prays	reveals	His	absolute	faith	in	Christ’s	authority	and	
power	
						a.)	He	discerned	who	Jesus	was	
						b.)	It	was	a	direct	address	to	Jesus	Himself	–	“Your	will	be	done”	
						c.)	He	places	God	will	over	his	own	
						d.)	Recognizes	the	authority	of	God	dwelling	in	Jesus	
		
Blessed	Jerome:	“He	who	petitions	the	will	of	the	Lord	does	not	doubt	His	power.”	[The	
Healing	of	the	Leper,	BPC	of	P.	F.	Combefis,	III,	245,	Ex	Diversis	Hom.	in	Matthaeum,	in	
Toal,	I:303.]	
		
	…saying,	“Lord,	if	You	are	willing,	You	are	able	to	cleanse	me.”	
		
“And	how	striking	a	faith	is	it!	He	does	not	say	he	believed	Him	able,	but	with	a	brevity	
expressive	of	a	confidence	that	knew	no	doubt,	he	says	simply,	"You	can."	But	of	Christ's	
willingness	to	heal	him	he	was	not	so	sure.	It	needed	more	knowledge	of	Jesus	than	he	
could	be	supposed	to	have	to	assure	him	of	that.	But	one	thing	he	was	sure	of,	that	He	
had	but	to	"will"	it.	This	shows	with	what	"worship"	of	Christ	this	leper	fell	on	his	face	
before	Him.	Clear	theological	knowledge	of	the	Person	of	Christ	was	not	then	possessed	
even	by	those	who	were	most	with	Him	and	nearest	to	Him.	(Critical	commentary	on	
the	Whole	Bible,	Robert	Jamieson,	A.	R.	Fausset	and	David	Brown	and	published	in	
1871.).”	



		
3.	Humility	is	shown	here	as	well	–	not	trusting	in	ones’	own	judgment	but	deferring	to	
God’s	wisdom.	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“The	leper	defers	all	to	Him,	and	calls	Him	Lord	and	attributes	to	Him	
power	over	the	universe.”	[Hom.	26,	in	Toal,	I:290].	“He	does	not	doubt	the	will	of	Christ	
is	disposed	to	every	good	work,	but	because	physical	health	is	not	profitable	to	
everyone,	he	knew	not	whether	this	healing	would	be	a	gain	to	him.	It	is	as	if	he	said,	‘I	
believe	that	what	is	good	You	will;	I	know	not,	however,	if	what	I	ask	is	for	me	a	
good…”	[Opus	Imperfectum,	Serm.	21,	P.G.	56	(cols.	747-750),	in	Toal,	I:290,	305,	306.]	
	3And	Jesus	stretched	forth	His	hand	and	touched	him,	saying,	“I	am	willing;	be	you	
cleansed.”	And	straightway	his	leprosy	was	cleansed.	
		
1.	Jesus	heals	through	His	Word	and	His	Physical	Touch	reveals	His	two	natures:	Divine	
&	Human	
Saint	Maximos	the	Confessor:	“These	(miracles)—the	resuscitation	of	the	child,	or	the	
restoration	of	sight	to	the	blind,	or	the	blessing	of	the	loaves	of	bread,	or	the	cleansing	
of	the	leper—were	effected	by	means	of	an	omnipotent	word	and	decree,	and	also	
physiclly	by	the	sense	of	touch,	as	was	proper	to	each	nature,	so	that	He	might	
demonstrate	that	the	flesh	was	life-giving	flesh	in	that	it	was	truly	His	own,	and	not	that	
of	any	other,	in	its	unmixed	union	with	Him.	The	divine	energy	was	made	known	in	His	
deeds	in	both	of	these—I	mean	the	command	and	the	touch…so	that	through	both	He	
might	be	believed	to	be	both	perfect	God	and	perfect	Man—sin	only	excepted—both	
being	subject	to	true	demonstration.”	[The	Disputation	with	Pyrrhus,	¶	187,	p.	64.]	
		
2.	Christ	as	perfect	God	came	to	heal	sins	which	requires	the	medicine	of	communion	
with	those	who	are	infected	
“Such	a	touch	occasioned	ceremonial	defilement	(Leviticus	5:3	);	even	as	the	leper's	
coming	near	enough	for	contact	was	against	the	Levitical	regulations	(	Leviticus	13:46	)	
(Commentary	on	the	Whole	Bible).”	
		
4And	Jesus	saith	to	him,	“See	that	thou	tell	no	one;	but	go	your	way,	show	yorself	to	
the	priest,	and	offer	the	gift	which	Moses	commanded,	for	a	testimony	to	them.”	
		
1.	 It	 was	 the	 role	 of	 the	 priest	 to	 verify	 that	 one	 had	 been	 cleansed	 and	 be	
consequently	 permitted	 to	 rejoin	 the	 community	 from	 which	 they	 had	 been	
separated.	(Chrysostom)	
		
Saint	Kyril:	“He	bids	the	leper	to	offer	to	the	priests	the	gift	according	to	the	law	of	
Moses....It	was	necessary	for	them	to	be	convinced	by	actual	facts	that	the	measure	of	
Moses	is	inferior	to	the	glory	of	Christ.	Moses	was	unable	to	remove	the	leprosy	from	
his	sister,	and	fell	down	beseeching	before	God	[Num.	12:13],	but	the	Savior	of	all	spoke	
with	the	authority	of	God.”	
		
	



2.	Leprosy	is	symbolic	of	sin	
		
Among	all	the	uncleannesses	of	men,	leprosy	was	the	greatest,	inasmuch	as	other	
uncleannesses	separated	the	unclean	person,	or	rendered	him	unclean,	for	a	day,	or	a	
week,	or	a	month;	but	the	leprosy,	perhaps,	for	ever.	
		
(1)	loathsome	–	it	distorted	human	beauty	
(2)	spreading	–	it	infects	everyone	who	comes	into	contact	with	it	
	(3)incurable	–	only	through	God,	this	is	why	the	priest	was	to	discern	whether	or	not	
God	acted	in	the	cleansing.	
		
45But	he	went	out	and	began	to	proclaim	it	much,	and	to	spread	abroad	the	matter,	so	
that	He	was	no	longer	able	to	enter	into	a	city	openly,	but	was	outside	in	
wildernesses;	and	they	were	coming	to	Him	from	every	quarter.		[Mk.	1:45]	
	
Matthew	8:5-13	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	8:5-13.	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	8b	
“The	Personal	Faith	of	an	Outsider	(Gentile,	Roman	Commander)”	
		
5And	after	Jesus	entered	into	Capernaum,	a	centurion	came	to	Him,	beseeching	Him,	
6and	saying,	“Lord,	my	servant	is	laid	on	a	sickbed	in	the	house,	a	paralytic,	being	
terribly	tormented.”	
		
"The	centurions	mentioned	in	the	New	Testament	are	uniformly	spoken	of	in	terms	of	
praise,	whether	in	the	Gospels	or	in	the	Acts.	It	is	interesting	to	compare	this	with	the	
statement	of	Polybius	(vi.	24),	that	the	centurions	were	chosen	by	merit,	and	so	were	
men	remarkable	not	so	much	for	their	daring	courage	as	for	their	deliberation,	
constancy,	and	strength	of	mind."	
		
Faith	is	the	power	of	the	word	of	God	
Chrysostom:	“Now	some	say,	that	by	way	of	excuse	he	mentioned	also	the	cause,	why	
he	had	not	brought	him.	For	neither	was	it	possible,	says	he,	paralyzed	as	he	was,	and	
tormented,	and	at	his	last	gasp,	to	lift	and	convey	him.	For	that	he	was	at	the	point	of	
expiring,	Luke	says;	He	was	even	ready	to	die.	But	I	say,	this	is	a	sign	of	his	having	great	
faith,	even	much	greater	than	theirs,	who	let	one	down	through	the	roof.	(Luke	5:19)	
For	because	he	knew	for	certain,	that	even	a	mere	command	was	enough	for	the	raising	
up	of	the	patient,	he	thought	it	superfluous	to	bring	him.”	
		
		
	7And	Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	will	come	and	cure	him.”	8And	the	centurion	answered	and	
said,	“Lord,	I	am	not	fit	that	Thou	should	come	under	my	roof;	
		



This	 response	 is	 repeated	 in	 the	 pre-Communion	 Prayer	 –	 by	 confessing	 our	
unworthiness	we	become	worthy	
Chrysostom:	“Let	us	hearken,	as	many	as	are	to	receive	Christ:	for	it	is	possible	to	
receive	Him	even	now.	Let	us	hearken,	and	emulate,	and	receive	Him	with	as	great	zeal;	
for	indeed,	when	you	receive	a	poor	man	who	is	hungry	and	naked,	you	have	received	
and	cherished	Him…”	
		
“O	Lord	my	God,	I	know	that	I	am	not	worthy	nor	sufficiently	pleasing	that	You	should	
come	under	the	roof	of	the	house	of	my	soul	for	it	is	entirely	desolate	and	fallen	in	ruin	
and	You	will	not	find	in	me	a	place	worthy	to	lay	Your	head.	But	as	You	did	humble	
Yourself	from	on	high	for	our	sake,	so	now	humble	Yourself	to	my	lowliness	
(Chrysostom).”	
		
but	speak	with	a	word	only,	and	my	servant	shall	be	healed.	
		
1.	Faith	is	always	a	personal	encounter	with	Christ	–	he	draws	near,	invites	himself	to	
his	home	
Chrysostom:	“For	whereas	on	every	occasion	He	was	used	to	follow	the	wish	of	His	
supplicants,	here	He	rather	springs	toward	it,	and	offers	not	only	to	heal	him,	but	also	to	
come	to	the	house.	And	this	He	does,	that	we	might	learn	the	virtue	of	the	centurion.”	
		
When	we	ask	in	the	wrong	way	–	Martha’s	faith	was	weak	
Chrysostom:	“Martha	having	said	nothing	of	this	sort,	but	on	the	contrary,	Whatsoever	
you	will	ask	of	God,	He	will	give	You;	(John	11:22)	so	far	from	being	praised,	although	an	
acquaintance,	and	dear	to	Him,	and	one	of	them	that	had	shown	great	zeal	toward	Him,	
she	was	rather	rebuked	and	corrected	by	Him,	as	not	having	spoken	well;	in	that	He	said	
to	her,	Said	I	not	unto	you,	that	if	you	would	believe,	you	should	see	the	glory	of	God?	
(John	11:40)	blaming	her,	as	though	she	did	not	even	yet	believe.	And	again,	because	
she	had	said,	Whatsoever	You	will	ask	of	God,	He	will	give	You;	to	lead	her	away	from	
such	a	surmise,	and	to	teach	her	that	He	needs	not	to	receive	from	another,	but	is	
Himself	the	fountain	of	all	good	things,	He	says,	I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life;	
John	11:25	that	is	to	say,	I	wait	not	to	receive	active	power,	but	work	all	of	myself.	
		
9“For	I	also	am	a	man	under	authority,	having	soldiers	under	me.	And	I	say	to	this	one,	
‘Go,’	and	he	goes;	and	to	another,	‘Come,’	and	he	comes;	and	to	my	slave,	‘Do	this,’	
and	he	does	it.”	
		
	10And	after	Jesus	heard	it,	He	marvelled,	and	said	to	those	who	followed,	“Verily	I	say	
to	you,	not	even	in	Israel	did	I	find	so	great	faith.			[Mt.	8:5-10]	
		
Jesus	Sets	his	Faith	as	inspiration	to	others	–	faith	produces	faith	
Chrysostom:	“For	neither	has	the	evangelist	said,	that	He	praised	the	saying	only,	but	
declaring	a	certain	earnestness	in	His	praise,	that	He	even	marveled;	and	neither	did	He	
simply	marvel,	but	in	the	presence	also	of	the	whole	people,	and	set	Him	as	an	example	



to	the	rest,	that	they	should	emulate	Him.”	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“If	we	wish	to	regard	him	as	more	believing	than	the	apostles,	we	
must	then	understand	the	testimony	of	Christ	to	mean	that	the	good	which	anyone	
does	is	to	be	praised	according	to	the	capacity	of	that	person.	For	an	unlettered	person	
to	say	something	profound	is	a	great	thing,	which	from	a	philosopher	is	a	matter	that	
excites	no	wonder.	In	this	sense	is	it	said	of	the	centurion.	For	it	was	not	the	same	thing	
for	a	Jew	to	believe	as	for	one	outside	that	nation.”	[Hom.	21,	Ex.	Op.	Imp.,	op.	cit.,	in	
Toal,	I:298.]	
		
11“And	I	say	to	you	that	many	shall	come	from	the	east	and	west,	and	shall	recline	at	
table	with	Abraham,	and	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	in	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens.	
		
Almsgiving	&	Kingdom	
Chrysostom:	 “…as	 to	 the	 avoiding	 all	 appearance	 of	 doing	 anything	 irreverent…	 For	
because	 he	 made	 himself	 out	 unworthy	 even	 to	 receive	 Christ	 into	 his	 house,	 he	
became	 worthy	 both	 of	 a	 kingdom,	 and	 of	 attaining	 unto	 those	 good	 things	 which	
Abraham	enjoyed.”	
		
12“But	the	sons	of	the	kingdom	shall	be	cast	out	into	the	darkness,	the	outer	one;	
there	shall	be	there	the	weeping	and	the	gnashing	of	the	teeth.”	13And	Jesus	said	to	
the	centurion,	“Go	thy	way;	and	as	you	did	believe,	let	it	be	to	you.”	And	his	servant	
was	healed	in	that	hour.				
	
Matthew	8:14-17	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	8:14-17.	
	
Matthew	CHAPTER	8c	
		
14And	after	Jesus	came	into	the	house	of	Peter,	He	saw	his	mother-in-law	bedridden	
and	ill	with	a	fever.	15And	He	touched	her	hand,	and	the	fever	left	her.	And	she	arose	
and	began	to	minister	to	Him.	
		
Marriage	is	an	honorable	state	
Theophylact:	“Learn	also	that	marriage	does	not	impede	virtue:	the	chief	of	the	apostles	
had	a	mother-in-law.”	
		
The	healing	was	immediate	and	complete	
Chrysostom:	“Having	therefore	touched	her	body,	He	not	only	quenched	the	fever,	but	
also	gave	her	back	perfect	health.	Thus,	the	disease	being	an	ordinary	one,	He	displayed	
His	power	by	the	manner	of	healing;	a	thing	which	no	physician's	art	could	have	
wrought.	For	you	know	that	even	after	the	departing	of	fevers,	the	patients	yet	need	
much	time	to	return	to	their	former	health.	But	then	all	took	place	at	once.”	
		



A	Virtuous	women	
Chrysostom:	“But	with	Christ	it	was	not	so,	but	all	at	once	was	ended:	and	so	it	befell	
this	woman	also.	Wherefore	also	the	evangelist,	to	declare	this,	said,	"She	arose	and	
ministered	unto	Him;"	which	was	a	sign	both	of	Christ's	power,	and	of	the	disposition	of	
the	woman,	which	she	showed	towards	Christ.	
		
Διηκόνει	(Dikoni,	to	serve)	to	wait	at	table	and	offer	food	and	drink	to	the	guests	
		
	16And	evening	having	come	to	pass,	they	brought	to	Him	many	possessed	by	demons.	
And	He	 cast	 out	 the	 spirits	with	 a	word,	 and	 cured	 all	 those	who	were	 ill,	 17that	 it	
might	be	fulfilled	that	which	was	spoken	by	Ishaiah	the	prophet,	saying,	“He	Himself	
took	our	weaknesses	and	bore	our	diseases.	(53:3-5)”	
		
Isaiah	53	is	a	prophecy	of	the	passion	of	Christ:	“The	Suffering	Servant	
		
The	origin	of	death,	suffering	and	illnesses	was	in	the	sin	of	Adam	
Chrysostom:	“How	then	does	the	evangelist	here	apply	it	to	diseases?	Either	as	
rehearsing	the	passage	in	the	historical	sense,	or	to	show	that	most	of	our	diseases	arise	
from	sins	of	the	soul.	For	if	death	itself	has	its	root	and	foundation	from	sin,	much	more	
the	majority	of	our	diseases	also:	since	our	very	capability	of	suffering	did	itself	originate	
there.”	
		
In	Jesus	–	God	took	on	human	nature	with	all	its	conditions	
Saint	Athanasios:	“Whatever	is	written	concerning	our	Savior	in	His	human	nature,	
ought	to	be	considered	as	applying	to	the	whole	race	of	mankind;	because	He	took	our	
body,	and	exhibited	in	Himself	human	infirmity.”	[Defence	of	His	Flight,	§	13,	in	Nicene,	
2nd	Ser.,	IV:259.]	
		
It	is	through	the	Cross	of	Christ	that	humanity	is	healed	and	saved	
Apollinaris:	“In	this	saying	Isaiah	pointed	toward	the	Cross.	Why	was	this	saying	
employed	by	the	Evangelist	at	this	point	when	he	was	speaking	of	His	healings?	This	was	
to	show	that	it	was	to	show	that	it	was	not	His	activity	alone	but	in	His	passion,	His	
willingness	to	suffer,	that	Christ	became	the	source	of	healing	to	humanity.	By	the	
indignities	he	endured	and	by	His	own	death	He	prepared	life	for	all	humanity.”	
		
Healings	all	pointed	to	the	final	restoration	of	mankind	in	the	tomb	
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“While	our	Savior	therefore	draws	near	to	Jericho,	the	blind	
man	is	restored	to	sight,	because	when	divinity	took	on	the	infirmity	of	our	nature,	
mankind	received	back	the	light	it	had	lost.”	
		
Saint	Bede:	“In	the	Scriptures	we	discover	there	are	five	ways	in	which	physical	infirmity	
is	given	to	human	beings.	
						1.	It	is	given	to	sinners	either	that	they	may	be	corrected	through	repentance,	or,	
						2.	if	they	do	not	deserve	to	be	corrected,	that	it	may	be	apparent	even	in	this	life	



how	they	are	going	to	be	condemned.	
						3.	To	the	just,	on	the	other	hand,	it	is	given	either	that	they	may	receive	the	greater	
award	of	patience,	or	
						4.	that,	having	been	alerted	by	their	infirmities,	they	may	with	greater	humility	keep	
the	excellence	of	their	justice.	
						5.	To	a	great	many,	however,	fleshly	infirmity	is	many	times	given	for	this	reason,	
that	the	glory	and	power	of	either	the	Lord	and	Savior,	or	of	His	saints,	may	be	made	
more	widely	known	through	their	being	healed.”	
		
Theophylact:	“Although	the	prophet	spoke	concerning	sins,	Matthew	has	applied	these	
words	to	illnesses,	for	the	majority	of	illnesses	occur	as	a	result	of	sins.”	
		
Weaknesses	 =	 asthéneia	 –	 properly,	 without	 strength	 (negating	 the	 root	 sthenos,	
"strength");	feebleness	(of	mind	or	body);	by	implication,	malady;	morally,	frailty	
		
Diseases	=	nósos	–	a	chronic	(persisting)	disease,	typically	an	incurable	ailment	
Isaiah	53	
Revised	Standard	Version	(RSV)	
53	Who	has	believed	what	we	have	heard?	
				And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	Lord	been	revealed?	
2	For	he	grew	up	before	him	like	a	young	plant,	
				and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	ground;	
he	had	no	form	or	comeliness	that	we	should	look	at	him,	
				and	no	beauty	that	we	should	desire	him.	
3	He	was	despised	and	rejected[a]	by	men;	
				a	man	of	sorrows,[b]	and	acquainted	with	grief;[c]	
and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	faces	
				he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.	
4	Surely	he	has	borne	our	griefs[d]	
				and	carried	our	sorrows;[e]	
yet	we	esteemed	him	stricken,	
				smitten	by	God,	and	afflicted.	
5	But	he	was	wounded	for	our	transgressions,	
				he	was	bruised	for	our	iniquities;	
upon	him	was	the	chastisement	that	made	us	whole,	
				and	with	his	stripes	we	are	healed.	
6	All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	
				we	have	turned	every	one	to	his	own	way;	
and	the	Lord	has	laid	on	him	
				the	iniquity	of	us	all.	
7	He	was	oppressed,	and	he	was	afflicted,	
				yet	he	opened	not	his	mouth;	
like	a	lamb	that	is	led	to	the	slaughter,	
				and	like	a	sheep	that	before	its	shearers	is	dumb,	



				so	he	opened	not	his	mouth.	
8	By	oppression	and	judgment	he	was	taken	away;	
				and	as	for	his	generation,	who	considered	
that	he	was	cut	off	out	of	the	land	of	the	living,	
				stricken	for	the	transgression	of	my	people?	
9	And	they	made	his	grave	with	the	wicked	
				and	with	a	rich	man	in	his	death,	
although	he	had	done	no	violence,	
				and	there	was	no	deceit	in	his	mouth.	
10	Yet	it	was	the	will	of	the	Lord	to	bruise	him;	
				he	has	put	him	to	grief;[f]	
when	he	makes	himself[g]	an	offering	for	sin,	
				he	shall	see	his	offspring,	he	shall	prolong	his	days;	
the	will	of	the	Lord	shall	prosper	in	his	hand;	
11					he	shall	see	the	fruit	of	the	travail	of	his	soul	and	be	satisfied;	
by	his	knowledge	shall	the	righteous	one,	my	servant,	
				make	many	to	be	accounted	righteous;	
				and	he	shall	bear	their	iniquities.	
12	Therefore	I	will	divide	him	a	portion	with	the	great,	
				and	he	shall	divide	the	spoil	with	the	strong;	
because	he	poured	out	his	soul	to	death,	
				and	was	numbered	with	the	transgressors;	
yet	he	bore	the	sin	of	many,	
				and	made	intercession	for	the	transgressors.	


