
Matthew	7:1-6	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	7:1-6.	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	7	
		
1“Cease	judging,	that	you	be	not	judged;	2“for	with	what	judgment	you	judge,	you	
shall	be	judged;	and	with	what	measure	you	measure,	it	shall	be	measured	in	turn	to	
you.	
		
Chrysostom:	“That	is,	it	is	not	the	other,	says	Christ,	that	you	condemn,	but	yourself,	and	
you	are	making	the	judgment-seat	dreadful	to	yourself,	and	the	account	strict.	As	then	in	
the	forgiveness	of	our	sins	the	beginnings	are	from	us,	so	also	in	this	judgment,	it	is	by	
ourselves	that	the	measures	of	our	condemnation	are	laid	down.	You	see,	we	ought	not	
to	upbraid	nor	trample	upon	them,	but	to	admonish;	not	to	revile,	but	to	advise;	not	to	
assail	with	pride,	but	to	correct	with	tenderness…correct	him,	but	not	as	a	foe,	nor	as	an	
adversary	exacting	a	penalty,	but	as	a	physician	providing	medicines.	For	neither	did	
Christ	say,	halt	not	him	that	is	sinning,	but	judge	not;	that	is,	be	not	bitter	in	pronouncing	
sentence.”	
		
3“And	why	look	you	on	the	splinter	that	is	in	your	brother’s	eye,	but	perceive	not	the	
beam	in	your	own	eye?	4“Or	how	will	you	say	to	your	brother,	‘Let	me	cast	out	the	
splinter	from	your	eye’;	and	behold,	the	beam	is	in	your	own	eye?	
		
Chrysostom:	“If	they	see	him	(a	monk)	but	partaking	rather	largely	of	food,	they	become	
bitter	accusers,	while	they	themselves	are	daily	drinking	to	excess	and	surfeiting:	not	
knowing,	that	besides	their	own	sins,	they	do	hereby	gather	up	for	themselves	a	greater	
flame,	and	deprive	themselves	of	every	plea.”	
		
5“Hypocrite,	first	cast	out	the	beam	out	of	your	own	eye,	and	then	you	shall	see	clearly	
to	cast	out	the	splinter	out	of	your	brother’s	eye.	
		
Chrysostom:	“For	you,	who	in	other	men's	doings	are	so	bitter,	as	to	see	even	the	little	
things;	how	have	you	become	so	remiss	in	your	own,	as	that	even	the	great	things	are	
hurried	over	by	you?”	
		
“…current	psychological	research	suggests	that	people	may	be	wise,	at	least	when	it	
comes	to	understanding	and	anticipating	other	people,	but	they	stand	in	the	way	of	
letting	this	wisdom	lead	to	their	own	enlightenment.	However,	if	research	reveals	this	
problem,	it	also	suggests	a	potential	solution	to	it.	What	we	presume	about	other	
people’s	behavior	and	futures	is	likely	a	valuable	indicator	of	what	awaits	us	in	the	same	
situation	–	and	may	be	much	better	indicator	of	our	future	than	any	scenario	we	are	
spinning	directly	about	ourselves.	When	predictions	matter,	we	should	not	spend	a	
great	deal	of	time	predicting	what	we	think	we	will	do.	Instead,	we	should	ask	what	
other	people	are	likely	to	do.	Or,	we	should	hand	the	prediction	of	our	own	future	over	



to	another	person	who	knows	a	little	about	us.	(The	Paradox	of	Knowing	by	David	
Dunning)”	
		
The	unrepentant	should	not	make	judgments	for	anyone	
Chrysostom:	“In	this	place,	then,	as	it	seems	at	least	to	me,	He	does	not	simply	
command	us	not	to	judge	any	of	men's	sins,	neither	does	He	simply	forbid	the	doing	of	
such	a	thing,	but	to	them	that	are	full	of	innumerable	ills,	and	are	trampling	upon	other	
men	for	trivialities.	And	I	think	that	certain	Jews	too	are	here	hinted	at,	for	that	while	
they	were	bitter	accusing	their	neighbors	for	small	faults,	and	such	as	came	to	nothing,	
they	were	themselves	insensibly	committing	deadly	sins.”	
		
Only	Christ	judges	the	sins	of	the	world.	
Chrysostom:	“Yet	was	not	he	(Jesus)	chargeable	with	what	has	been	mentioned;	for	
neither	did	He	pull	out	a	mote,	nor	had	He	a	beam	on	His	eyes,	but	being	clean	from	all	
these,	He	so	corrected	the	faults	of	all.”	
		
6“Do	not	ever	give	that	which	is	holy	to	the	dogs,	nor	cast	your	pearls	before	the	
swine,	lest	they	should	trample	them	with	their	feet,	and	turn	and	rend	you.			[Mt.	
7:6]	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“By	‘dogs’	here	He	figuratively	described	those	who	live	in	incorrigible	
ungodliness,	and	affording	no	hope	of	change	for	the	better.	By	‘swine’	He	means	those	
who	abide	continually	in	an	unchaste	life,	all	of	whom	are	pronounced	unworthy	of	
hearing	such	things....In	many	other	places	He	says	that	corruption	of	life	is	the	cause	of	
their	not	receiving	the	more	perfect	doctrines.	Wherefore	He	commands	us	not	to	open	
the	doors	to	them;	for	indeed	they	become	more	insolent	after	learning	[Hom.	23,	P.G.	
57:287,	288	(col.	311).].”	
		
14But	a	material-minded	man	receives	not	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God;	for	it	is	
foolishness	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	come	to	know	it,	because	it	is	spiritually	
examined.	15But	the	spiritual	one	examins	all	things,	yet	he	himself	is	examined	by	no	
one.	16“For	who	knows	the	mind	of	the	Lord?	Who	shall	instruct	Him?”	But	we	have	
the	mind	of	Christ.		[1	Cor.	2:15,16]		[1	Cor.	2:14]	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“A	material-minded	man	(yuciko;~	a[nqrwpo~)	is	he	who	renders	all	
things	to	the	reasonings	of	the	mind,	and	considers	not	that	he	needs	help	from	above.	
That	is	to	say,	the	things	said	need	faith,	and	to	understand	them	by	reasoning	is	not	
possible,	for	their	magnitude	exceeds	by	a	great	deal	the	paltriness	of	our	
understanding.”	[Hom.	7,	P.G.	61:56-57	(col.	61).]	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“The	one	who	sees	is	able	to	see	all	the	things	pertaining	to	the	one	
who	sees	not.	But	the	one	who	sees	not	is	not	able	to	see	anything	of	the	things	of	the	
one	who	sees.	So	also	now,	the	things	pertaining	to	us	and	those	of	unbelievers.	For	our	
part	we	know	their	matters,	but	they	no	longer	know	ours.”	[Hom.	7,	P.G.	61:57	(col.	



61).]	
	
Matthew	7:7-12	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	7:7-12.	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	7b	
		
7“Keep	on	asking,	and	it	shall	be	given	to	you;	keep	on	seeking,	and	you	shall	find;	
keep	on	knocking,	and	it	shall	be	opened	to	you.	8“For	everyone	who	asks	receives,	
and	the	one	who	seeks	finds,	and	to	the	one	who	knocks	it	shall	be	opened.	
		
Note:	the	Greek	uses	the	present	imperative	of	the	verb	which	implies	continuous	
action	
		
Theophylact:	“Here	he	shows	us	how	these	things	(taking	the	log	out	of	one’s	eye)	can	
be	accomplished:	through	unceasing	prayer.	For	He	said,	“ask,”	that	is,	“keep	asking,”	
meaning,	“ask	continuously.”	For	He	did	not	say	ask	one	time.”	
		
Augustine	sees	these	verses	as	a	response	to	the	question,	“what	pearls”	are	you	
referring	to?	I	have	none	to	cast	before	swine.	Therefore	ask,	seek	and	knock	to	receive	
the	sacred	pearls.	
		
45“Again,	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	a	man,	a	merchant,	seeking	beautiful	pearls,	
46“who,	after	he	found	one	very	precious	pearl,	went	away	and	sold	all	things,	as	much	
as	he	had,	and	bought	it.			[Mt.	13:45,46]	
		
21And	the	twelve	gateways	were	twelve	pearls:	each	one	of	the	several	gateways	was	of	
one	pearl.	And	the	broad	street	of	the	city	was	pure	gold,	as	transparent	glass.			[Rev.	
21:21]	
		
Archbishop	Andrew	of	Cæsarea:	“The	twelve	gateways	(Rev	21:21)	are	evidently	the	
twelve	disciples	of	Christ,	through	whom	we	have	come	to	know	the	door	and	the	path	
of	life.	They	are	also	the	twelve	precious	pearls,	having	received	their	light	and	brilliant	
luster	from	the	one	precious	pearl	of	great	price,	which	is	Christ.	The	broad	street	of	the	
city	is	of	pure	gold,	like	transparent	glass.	All	these	details	express	one	and	the	same	
idea:	everything	in	the	heavenly	Church	of	God	is	holy,	pure,	beauteous,	and	constant;	
everything	is	magnificent,	spiritual,	and	precious.”	
		
Augustine:	
v		Asking	refers	to	obtaining	soundness	and	strength	of	mind	through	prayer	in	order	
that	we	may	fulfill	the	precepts	that	are	being	given	
v		Seeking	refers	to	finding	the	truth	and	knowing	the	true	way	towards	possessing	it	
v		Nothing	is	opened	to	us	without	this	type	of	“knocking”	
		



Chrysostom:	
v		Ask	with	great	diligence	and	seriousness	
v		Seek	while	putting	aside	everything	else	from	our	minds	paying	no	attention	to	the	
circumstances	
v		By	knocking	Jesus	meant	that	we	approach	God	with	intensity	and	passion	–	do	not	
give	up!	Even	if	he	should	not	open	the	door	immediately	we	should	remain	at	the	door	
knocking	
v		Do	not	show	less	eagerness	for	virtue	than	desire	for	possessions	
		
9“Or	what	man	is	there	of	you	whom,	if	his	son	should	ask	for	bread,	he	will	not	give	
him	a	stone,	will	he?	10“And	if	he	should	ask	for	a	fish,	he	will	not	give	him	a	serpent,	
will	he?	11“If	you	then,	being	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	to	your	children,	how	
much	more	shall	your	Father,	the	One	in	the	heavens,	give	good	things	to	those	who	
ask	Him?	
		
Theophylact:	“…we	must	also	ask	for	things	that	are	profitable	for	us…when	your	
children	ask	for	things	that	are	good	for	them,	such	as	bread	and	fish,	you	give	them	
what	they	are	seeking.	So	too	you	must	seek	form	God	what	is	profitable	for	you,	that	is,	
spiritual	things	and	not	things	of	the	flesh.”	
		
Augustine:	
v		He	is	referring	to	sinners	as	evil-	those	who	are	still	lovers	of	this	world.	It	is	according	
to	their	notion	of	what	is	“good”	that	their	gifts	are	noted	as	such	
v		How	much	more	confidence	ought	we	to	have	that	God	will	give	us	good	things	when	
we	ask?	
v		Whatever	good	gifts	we	bestow,	we	give	what	is	God’s	and	not	our	own	
		
Saint	Bede:	“There	are	those	on	the	other	hand	who	call	upon	the	Lord,	but	not	in	truth.	
The	brother	of	the	Lord	convicts	these	people	when	he	says,	‘Ye	ask	and	receive	not,	
because	ye	ask	wrongly	for	yourselves,	that	ye	might	consume	it	in	your	desires	for	
pleasure	[Jas.	4:3].’	Now	they	ask	wrongly	who	persevere	in	sins,	and	ill-advisedly	
entreat	the	Lord	to	forgive	them	the	sins	they	do	not	at	all	forgive	others....Now	the	
citizens	of	the	heavenly	fatherland,	while	they	are	pilgrims	on	this	earth,	are	not	
forbidden	to	ask	the	Lord	for	peaceful	times,	bodily	health,	abundant	crops,	good	
weather,	and	other	necessities	of	life,	if	these	things	are	not	asked	for	inordinately.”	
		
12“All	things	whatsoever	you	wish	that	men	be	doing	to	you,	so	also	be	you	doing	to	
them;	for	this	is	the	law	and	the	prophets.	
		
Augustine:							
v		A	person	may	have	a	double	heart	towards	another	person	seeking	to	do	something	
with	an	expectation	of	receiving	something	back	in	return	
	
	



Matthew	7:24-29	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	7:24-29.	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	7d	
		
24“Therefore	everyone	who	hears	these	words	of	Mine,	and	does	them,	I	will	liken	him	
to	a	prudent	(wise,	RSV)	man	who	built	his	house	upon	the	rock.	25“And	the	rain	came	
down,	and	the	rivers	rose,	and	the	winds	blew,	and	fell	upon	that	house;	and	yet	it	fell	
not,	for	it	had	been	founded	upon	the	rock.	
		
“Prudent”	or	“Wise”	man	(Phronimos	–	fronimos	=	mind	set)	
“Phronema	 is	 a	 Greek	 term	 that	 is	 used	 in	Orthodox	 theology	 to	 refer	 to	mindset	 or	
outlook;	it	is	the	Orthodox	mind.	The	attaining	of	phronema	is	a	matter	of	practicing	the	
correct	 faith	 (orthodoxia)	 in	 the	 correct	manner	 (orthopraxia).	 Attaining	 phronema	 is	
regarded	 as	 the	 first	 step	 toward	 theosis,	 the	 state	 of	 glorification.”	
(http://orthodoxwiki.org/Phronema)	
		
“…the	word	‘phronima’	the	whole	turn	of	mind	which	prevails	in	a	man	from	the	way	in	
which	he	lives,	and	from	the	relationship	which	he	has	with	God…if	the	nous	(mind)	is	
darkened,	then	the	whole	mind	is	carnal.	But	if	the	nous	(mind)	is	illuminated,	which	
means	that	it	has	the	Holy	Spirit	in	it,	then	the	whole	mind	is	a	mind	of	spirit	and	,	of	
course,	a	mind	of	the	Church.	(The	Mind	of	the	Orthodox	Church,	by	Nafpaktos	
Hierotheos”	
		
Blessed	Theophylact:	
1.)	“No	virtue	can	be	accomplished	without	God,	which	is	why	Jesus	said,	‘I	will	like	him	
unto	a	wise	man.’	
2.)	The	Rock	is	Christ	and	the	house	is	the	soul.	Therefore	nothing	will	shake	the	man	
who	builds	his	soul	upon	the	doing	of	Christ’s	commandments.	
3.)	Neither	the	rain,	which	is	the	Devil	who	fell	from	heaven,	nor	the	rivers	which	are	
mean	and	harmful	men	filled	to	overflowing	by	such	a	rain,	
4.)	nor	the	winds,	which	are	evil	spirits,	
5.)	nor	in	short,	can	any	temptations	cast	down	such	a	man.”	
		
Mind	of	Christ/Mind	of	the	Fathers/Mind	of	the	Church	
12Now	we	did	not	receive	the	spirit	of	the	world,	but	the	Spirit	Who	is	of	God,	in	order	
that	we	might	know	the	things	which	were	freely	given	to	us	by	God,	13which	things	also	
we	speak,	not	in	words	taught	of	human	wisdom,	but	in	those	taught	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
comparing	spiritual	things	with	spiritual.	14But	a	material-minded	man	receives	not	the	
things	of	 the	 Spirit	 of	God;	 for	 it	 is	 foolishness	 to	him,	 and	he	 is	not	 able	 to	 come	 to	
know	 it,	 because	 it	 is	 spiritually	examined.	 15But	 the	 spiritual	one	examines	all	 things,	
yet	 he	himself	 is	 examined	by	no	one.	 16“For	who	 knows	 the	mind	of	 the	 Lord?	Who	
shall	instruct	Him?”	But	we	have	the	mind	(noun)	of	Christ.		[1	Cor.	2:12-16]	
		



Saint	Chrysostom:	“This	does	not	mean	that	all	the	things	that	He	knows,	we	know,	but	
that	all	the	things	that	we	know	are	not	belonging	to	what	is	human…	but	of	that	One’s	
mind	and	spiritual	things.	For	the	mind	which	we	have	about	these	things	we	have	of	
Christ,	that	is,	the	knowledge	which	we	have	concerning	the	things	of	the	faith	is	
spiritual...	Wherefore	it	also	says,	‘For	who	knows	the	mind	of	the	Lord?’	This	says	that	
our	own	mind	which	we	have	about	these	things	is	His	mind...	[Hom.	7,	P.G.	61:58	(cols.	
61,	62).]”	
		
Chrysostom:	“Make	them	holy	by	the	gift	of	the	Spirit,	and	of	right	doctrines…for	right	
doctrines	asserted	concerning	God	sanctify	the	soul.”	
		
Right	doctrines	are:	
						1.	The	theology	concerning	the	nature	of	God	–	triune,	Jesus	is	both	God	and	Man,	
etc.	
						2.	To	accept	all	the	commandments	of	Christ	and	to	live	by	them	–	the	teachings	of	
Christ	that	lead	one	to	salvation	
						3.	The	Eucharistic	gathering	of	the	people	of	God	is	the	context	of	
Christian		education:	
v				Teaching	
v				Liturgical	Experience	
v				Spiritual	Effort	
		
“For	a	man	can	glorify	God	in	no	other	way	save	by	his	virtue	which	bears	witness	that	
the	Divine	Power	is	the	cause	of	his	goodness.”	(Gregory,	The	Lord’s	prayer,	Homily	3,)	
		
26“And	everyone	who	hears	these	words	of	Mine,	and	does	them	not,	shall	be	likened	
to	a	foolish	man	who	built	his	house	upon	the	sand.	27“And	the	rain	came	down,	and	
the	rivers	rose,	and	the	winds	blew,	and	struck	against	that	house	and	it	fell.	And	the	
fall	of	it	was	great.”	
		
Blessed	Theophylact:	“Speaking	of	the	man	who	believes	but	does	not	act,	Jesus	
said…Such	a	man	builds	the	house	of	his	soul	upon	sand,	that	is,	with	no	deeds	to	
provide	a	stable	foundation.	This	is	why	it	collapses	under	the	blows	of	
temptations…Unbelievers	do	not	fall,	for	they	are	always	lying	in	the	ground.	It	is	the	
believer	who	falls.	Therefore	‘great	was	the	fall’	because	it	was	a	Christian	who	fell.”	
		
Origen:	“Only	those	are	harmed	who	build	on	sand,	who	practice	the	wisdom	of	the	
world.”	
		
28And	it	came	to	pass,	when	Jesus	had	brought	these	words	to	an	end,	the	crowds	
were	astonished	at	His	teaching,	29for	He	was	teaching	them	as	one	having	authority,	
and	not	as	the	scribes.		[Mt.	7:24-29]	
		



Blessed	Theophylact:	“The	Prophets	said,	‘thus	says	the	Lord,’	but	Christ	spoke	as	God,	‘I	
say	to	you.’”	


