
Matthew	4:1-11	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	4:1-11.	
	
	Matthew:	CHAPTER	4a	
		
1Then	Jesus	was	led	up	by	the	Spirit	into	the	wilderness	to	be	tempted	by	the	devil.	
		
Being	tested	does	not	happen	without	God’s	permitting	it	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“It	says	here	that	Jesus	was	led	up	(ajnhvcqh)	by	the	Spirit,	according	
to	the	principle	of	economy,	signifying	that	we	ought	not	of	ourselves	to	leap	upon	
temptation,	but	being	dragged	thereto,	to	stand	valiantly.”	
		
Christ	says	to	His	disciples,	“Be	praying	not	to	enter	into	temptation	[Lk.	22:40].”	And	
that	God	does	not	lead	us	into	temptation	is	upheld	by	the	apostles	and	Iakovos,	the	
brother	of	the	Lord:	“God	is	incapable	of	being	tempted	by	evils,	and	He	Himself	tempts	
no	one	[Jas.	1:13].”	
		
2And	having	fasted	forty	days	and	forty	nights,	afterwards	He	hungered.	
		
Christ	has	“life	in	Himself”	but	this	“life”	is	the	result	of	His	communion	with	the	Father	
[Mt.	4:2.]		Saint	Hilary	of	Poitiers:	“He	was	hungry	after	forty	days,	not	during	the	forty	
days.	Accordingly,	it	was	not	that	the	consequences	of	His	abstinence	overtook	Him,	but	
that	He	surrendered	the	Man	Christ	to	the	order	of	His	nature.	For	not	by	God	was	the	
devil	to	be	overcome,	but	by	flesh.”	[In	Matt.	ii,	in	Toal,	II:5.]	
		
“Hunger	is	that	state	in	which	we	realize	our	dependence	on	something	else–when	we	
urgently	and	essentially	need	food–showing	thus	that	we	have	no	life	in	ourselves.	It	is	
that	limit	beyond	which	I	either	die	from	starvation	or,	having	satisfied	my	body,	have	
again	the	impression	of	being	alive.	It	is,	in	other	words,	the	time	when	we	face	the	
ultimate	question:	on	what	does	my	life	depend?	.	.	.(Schmemann).”	
		
The	three	temptations	will	try	to	divert	the	proclamation	of	God’s	Kingdom	so	that	it	
will	become	a	kingdom	according	 to	 the	standards	of	 this	world	 (Brown,	 Intro.	New	
Testament)	
		
1.	Turning	stones	into	bread	for	Jesus’	personal	convenience	(Jesus	multiplies	loave	–	
Eucharist,	He	is	the	Bread	of	Life)	
		
3And	the	tempter,	having	come	to	Him,	said,	“If	You	are	(the)		God’s	Son,	command	
that	these	stones	become	loaves.”	4But	He	answered	and	said,	“It	hath	been	written:	
‘Man	shall	not	live	by	bread	alone,	but	by	every	word	which	goes	forth	out	of	the	
mouth	of	God.’”	
		
The	“Fall”	is	Man’s	belief	that	he	can	have	life	in	himself	(can	live	by	bread	alone)	–	



Christ	comes	to	restore	this	in	us	by	His	showing	Himself	as	having	life	in	Himself	as	
Perfect	Man	United	in	obedience	with	God	
		
There	is	no	article	with	“Son.”	Saint	Chrysostom:	“For	since	he	heard	a	voice	borne	from	
above,	and	saying,	‘This	is	My	Son,	the	Beloved	[Mt.	3:17],’...he	was	therefore	in	
perplexity,	and	neither	could	believe	He	was	a	mere	man,	on	account	of	what	was	said	
concerning	Him,	nor	on	the	other	hand	did	he	accept	that	He	was	Son	of	God,	on	
account	of	seeing	Him	being	hungry.”	[Hom.	13,	P.G.	57:169	(col.	210).]	
		
2.	If	you	are	“God’s	Son”	
												The	devil	tempts	him	as	he	did	Adam	–	if	you	have	the	powers	of	God	why	can	
you	not	manifest	them.	
		
5Then	the	devil	took	Him	to	the	holy	city,	and	set	Him	upon	the	wing	of	the	temple,	
6and	said	to	Him,	“If	Thou	are	God’s	Son,	cast	Yourself	down;	for	it	has	been	written	
(not	concerning	the	Messiah	but	a	common	man):	‘He	shall	enjoin	His	angels	
concerning	You;	and	upon	their	hands	shall	they	take	You	up,	lest	ever	You	strike	Your	
foot	against	a	stone.’”	7Jesus	said	to	him,	“On	the	other	hand,	it	has	been	written:	
‘You	shall	not	tempt	the	Lord	your	God.’”	
		
The	devil	misquotes	scripture	in	order	lead	Christ	into	proving	His	divinity	
Deut.	6:16.	A	good	lesson	is	given	here	by	Christ	against	a	distorted	use	of	isolated	
Scripture	verses.	We	must	enter	into	the	unity	of	Scriptures,	as	explained	by	the	
consensus	of	the	holy	Fathers.	
		
Saint	Ambrose:	“Because	the	man	who	tries	to	tempt	Him	is	skilled	in	the	law,	in	order	
to	warn	him	that	it	is	written	that	‘thou	shalt	not	tempt	the	Lord	thy	God	[Deut.	6:16],’	
but	rather	to	‘give	thanks	unto	the	Lord,	for	He	is	good	[Ps.	135(136):1],’...He	rebukes	
his	empty	boasting	for	glorying	in	the	law....He	shows	him	that	he	still	lacks	what	is	of	
the	law.”	[Ib.,	§§	68,	69.]	
		
3.		Jesus	establishes	His	Kingdom	which	is	not	of	this	world,	through	the	Cross	–	He	is	
the	Crucified	King	
		
8Again,	the	devil	taketh	Him	to	an	exceedingly	high	mountain,	and	showed	Him	all	the	
kingdoms	of	the	world,	and	the	glory	of	them.	9And	he	said	to	Him,	“All	these	things	
will	I	give	to	You	if	You	will	fall	down	and	make	obeisance	to	me.”	10Then	Jesus	said	to	
him,	“Get	thee	behind	Me,	Satan.	For	it	has	been	written:	‘You	shall	make	obeisance	
(worship)	to	the	Lord	thy	God,	and	Him	alone	shall	you	worship.’	
		
“Thou	shalt	make	obeisance	(proskunhvsei~)....Him	alone	shalt	thou	worship	
(latreuvsei~).”	We	wish	to	make	a	distinction	between	absolute	worship	or	adoration	
(latreiva)	and	relative	veneration	(proskuvnhsi~),	which	can	be	translated,	lit.,	fall	down	
or	make	obeisance	or	prostrate	oneself	or	do	reverence	or	venerate	or	pay	homage.	The	



Old	Testament	records	many	instances	where	the	patriarchs	worship,	venerate,	make	
obeisance,	and	bow	before	people	or	places	or	things,	but	the	latter	is	never	with	the	
worship	or	adoration	due	to	God	alone.	The	proskynesis	given	by	a	Christian	to	an	icon	is	
ontologically	the	same	reverence	he	ought	to	give	his	fellow	Christians,	who	are	images	
of	Christ;	but	it	is	ontologically	different	from	the	latreia	which	is	due	to	God	alone.	
													It	was	St.	John	of	Damascus	who	developed	the	word	latreia	to	indicate	the	
absolute	worship	of	which	only	God	is	worthy.	He	describes	the	relative	veneration	
given	to	the	Theotokos,	saints,	or	sacred	objects	(the	Cross,	relics,	icons,	books)	by	the	
word	proskynesis.	At	the	writing	of	the	Septuagint	such	distinctions	were	not	strictly	
observed.	Latreia	was	seldom	used	and	proskynesis	was	used	to	describe	everything	
from	worship	of	God	to	paying	respect	to	a	friend.	Although	modern	usage	of	these	
terms	(worship	and	veneration,	etc.)	are	often	interchanged	as	synonyms,	it	has	been	
critical	to	maintain	their	exact	Orthodox	use,	consistent	with	the	explanation	of	St.	John	
of	Damascus,	since	the	iconoclast	controversy.	Although	the	evangelists	and	apostles	
freely	use	both	“worship”	(latreia)	and	“make	obeisance”	(proskynesis)	with	relation	to	
God,	they	never	speak	of	offering	“worship”	(latreia)	for	anyone	or	anything	outside	of	
the	Deity.	Note	that	the	KJV	translates	the	Greek	word	proskynesis	as	“worship”	and	
latreia	as	“serve.”	[Cf.	St.	John	of	Damascus,	On	the	Divine	Images,	9-11.]	
	Deut.	6:16.	Saint	Kyril:	“The	third	temptation	which	the	devil	employs	is	that	of	
vainglory....Christ	never	gave	a	sign	to	those	who	tempted	Him.	We,	therefore,	won	the	
victory	in	Christ;	and	he	who	conquered	in	Adam	went	away	ashamed.”	
		
”11Then	 the	 devil	 left	 Him,	 and	 behold,	 angels	 drew	 near	 and	 were	 ministering	 to	
Him.		[Mt.	4:1-11]	
		
43And	an	angel	from	heaven	appeared	to	Him,	strengthening	Him.			[Lk.	22:43]	
	
Matthew	4:12-20	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	4:12-20.	
	
	Matthew:	CHAPTER	4b	
		
12Now	after	Jesus	heard	that	John	was	delivered	up,	He		withdrew	into	Galilee.	13And	
having	left	Nazareth,	He	came	and	dwelt	in	Capernaum,	which	is	beside	the	sea,	in	the	
borders	of	Zabulon	and	Nephthaleim,	14in	order	that	it	might	be	fulfilled	that	which	
was	spoken	by	Esaias	the	prophet,	saying,	15“O	land	of	Zabulon,	and	land	of	
Nephthaleim,	by	the	way	of	the	sea,	beyond	the	Jordan,	Galilee	of	the	nations,	16“the	
people	who	sit	in	darkness	saw	a	great	light;	and	to	those	who	sit	in	the	region	and	
shadow	of	death,	light	rose	up	to	them.”	
		
The	inauguration	of	the	8th	Day	–	the	Day	beyond	time	–	The	Day	of	the	dawning	of	
the	Kingdom	
		
Saint	John	of	Damascus:	“Just	as	the	Sun	of	Righteousness	[Mal.	4:2]	rose	for	those	upon	



the	earth,	so	likewise	did	He	bring	light	to	those	who	sit	under	the	earth	in	darkness	and	
shadow	of	death	[Is.	9:2;	Mt.	4:16],	in	order	that	just	as	He	brought	the	message	of	
peace	to	those	upon	the	earth,	so	did	He	bring	that	of	deliverance	to	the	captives	and	
that	of	sight	to	the	blind	[Is.	61:1;	Lk.	4:18].	And	to	those	who	believed	the	Cause	of	
everlasting	salvation,	while	to	those	who	did	not	believe	a	reproach	for	their	unbelief,	so	
He	might	become	the	same	to	them	in	Hades:	‘That	in	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	
should	bow,	of	those	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth	[Phil.	2:10].’And	thus	
after	He	had	freed	those	who	had	been	bound	for	ages,	straightway	He	rose	again	from	
the	dead,	showing	us	the	way	of	the	resurrection.”	[Exposition	on	the	Orthodox	Faith,	
Bk.	III,	Ch.	XXIX,	in	Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	IX:72,	73.]	
		
Repentance	–	leads	one	towards	the	light	
Saint	Ambrose:	“…	whoever	are	outside	the	promises	of	the	heavenly	commandments	
are	in	the	outer	darkness,	because	God’s	ordinances	are	light,	and	whoever	is	without	
Christ	is	in	darkness,	because	Christ	is	the	inner	light….so	one	who	does	not	boil	away	
his	sins,	so	to	speak,	with	the	interposed	soberness	of	abstinence,	but	by	mixing	sins	
with	sins	combines	the	bitterness	of	old	and	new	transgressions,	is	burned	with	his	own	
fire	and	devoured	by	his	own	works	[Is.	66:24].	Hence,	Isaiah,	too,	says,	‘Walk	in	the	
light	of	your	fire,	and	in	the	flame	which	you	have	kindled	[Is.	50:11].’	There	is	a	fire	
which	sorrow	for	transgressions	engenders…”	
		
The	Re-Creation	of	the	World	–	Light	shines	upon	the	world’s	darkness	
Saint	Bede:	“…for	by	sinning	the	human	race	fell	away	from	the	light	of	paradise	into	the	
darkness	and	hardships	of	this	age.	It	is	appropriate	that	day	follow	night	now,	when	
through	faith	in	the	resurrection	we	are	led	back	from	the	darkness	of	sin	and	the	
shadow	of	death	to	the	light	of	life	by	Christ’s	gift.”	
		
Saint	Bede:	“By	His	appearance	in	the	flesh	our	Lord	visited	us....When	he	says,	‘for	His	
people,’	he	surely	does	not	mean	that	He	found	them	His	people	at	His	arrival,	but	that	
He	made	them	His	by	visiting	and	redeeming	them.	He	found	us	sitting	in	darkness	and	
in	the	shadow	of	death,	weighed	down,	that	is,	by	the	longstanding	blindness	of	sins	and	
ignorance,	beguiled	by	the	deception	and	besieged	by	the	errors	of	the	ancient	enemy.”	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“Neither	the	light	nor	the	darkness	which	he	speaks	of	are	
sensible....Elsewhere,	he	describes	this	‘great	light’	by	the	word	‘true’	[1	Jn.	2:8]....‘Light	
did	rise	up	(ajnevteilen)	to	them’;	that	is,	the	light	of	itself	did	rise	up	and	shine	forth.	
They	did	not	first	run	to	the	light.”	[Hom.	14,	P.G.	57:178	(col.	217).]	
		
		
17From	that	time	Jesus	began	to	proclaim	and	to	say,	“Repent;	for	the	kingdom	of	the	
heavens	has	drawn	near.”	
		
The	Greek	word	metanoeo	(literally	“know	after”)	has	to	do	with	a	change	of	mind	or	
feelings	from	after-knowledge,	which	results	in	a	change	of	conduct.	These	ideas	have	



been	imported	into	“repent”	on	account	of	scriptural	usage,	though	it	does	not	lie	in	it	
etymologically	nor	by	primary	usage.	It	is	significant	here	that	the	use	of	the	present	
imperative	metanoeite	sums	up	the	message	of	St.	John	the	Baptist,	that	is,	“Keep	on	
having	a	change	of	mind	which	issues	in	regret	and	a	change	of	conduct.”	
		
						 10“Blessed	are	 they	who	 have	 been	 persecuted	 on	 account	 of	 righteousness,	 for	
theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens.		[Mt.	5:10]	
		
St	John	the	Baptist	was	beheaded	–	Christ	was	crucified	–	all	the	Apostles	except	John	
were	martyred.	
		
Saint	Gregory	of	Nyssa:	“Here	is	the	goal	of	the	battles	fought	for	God,	here	the	reward	
of	the	labors,	the	prize	of	our	sweat,	which	is	to	be	held	worthy	of	the	kingdom	of	the	
heavens....Now	earth	is	a	place	of	variation	and	flux,...but	by	saying	the	‘kingdom	of	the	
heavens,’	He	shows	the	absolute	immutability	of	the	gift	that	is	held	out	to	our	
expectation.	Now	what	does	poverty	have	to	do	with	persecution,	since	the	first	
beatitude	and	the	eighth	have	the	same	prize,	‘the	kingdom	of	the	heavens’?	How	do	
we	explain	this?	It	all	hangs	together,	for	they	all	converge	on	precisely	the	same	goal....	
							18And	as	Jesus	walked	by	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	He	saw	two	brothers,	Simon	who	is	
called	Peter,	and	Andrew	his	brother,	throwing	a	casting-net	into	the	sea;	for	they	
were	fishermen.	19And	He	said		to	them,	“Come	after	Me,	and	I	will	make	you	fishers	
of	men.”	20And	they	straightway	left	the	nets	and	followed	Him.			[Mt.	4:12-20]	
		
Gregory	of	Nyssa:	“The	man	who	has	truly	received	the	faith...looks	not	to	the	things	he	
has	left	behind,	but	to	those	that	come	hereafter.	He	does	not	turn	back	his	eyes	to	the	
pleasures	that	are	past.	He	is	not	pained	by	the	loss	of	earthly	things,	but	gladdened	by	
the	gain	of	heavenly	ones.	Therefore	he	will	readily	accept	every	form	of	torture	as	a	
means	that	will	help	him	to	attain	to	the	joy	before	him:	the	fire,	as	a	purification	from	
matter;	the	sword,	as	disrupting	the	union	of	the	mind	with	what	is	material	and	carnal.	
Every	device	for	inflicting	pain	he	will	receive	eagerly	as	an	antidote	against	the	
dangerous	poison	of	pleasure.	For	a	man	who	suffers	cannot	enjoy	pleasure.	Hence,	as	
sin	entered	through	pleasure,	it	is	exterminated	by	the	opposite.	So	if	men	persecute	
others	for	confessing	the	Lord	and	invent	the	most	intolerable	tortures,	they	bring,	
through	these	sufferings,	a	remedy	to	souls,	for	by	applying	pain	they	heal	the	disease	
caused	by	pleasure.”	[Ib.,	Sermon	8,	18:167,	168,	171,	172.]	
	
Matthew	4:21-25	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	4:21-25.	
	
Matthew:	CHAPTER	4c	
		
21And	having	gone	on	from	that	place,	He	saw	two	other	brothers,	Iakovos	the	son	of	
Zebedee,	and	John	his	brother,	in	the	ship	with	Zebedee	their	father,	mending	their	
nets;	and	He	called	them.	



		
•!•			St.	James	(April	30)	the	"son	of	Zebedee	was	the	brother	of	John	the	Evangelist	and	
Theologian	(May	8)	both	were	among	the	12	apostles.	
o					James-	Iakovos-	the	brother	of	the	Lord	(Oct	23),	first	bishop	of	Jerusalem.	
He	was	the	son	of	Joseph	the	betrothed,	from	a	previous	marriage.	
o					James	(Oct	9)	the	son	of	Alphaeus,	he	was	the	brother	of	Matthew	the	Apostle	
and	Evangelist.	
		
•!•		Their	parents	were	Zebedee	and	Salome	(the	myrrh-bearer).	Salome	was	the	
daughter	of	St.	Joseph,	the	betrothed,	from	a	previous	marriage.	
		
•!•	James,	Peter	and	John	were	chose	by	the	Lord	to	be	alone	with	him	at	the	
Transfiguration,	the	garden	of	gethsemane,	the	raising	of	Jairus'			daughter	from	the	
dead.	
		
17and	Iakovos	the	son	of	Zebedee,	and	John	the	brother	of	Iakovos;	and	He	gave	them	
the	
name	Boanerges,	which	is,	sons	of	thunder;				[Mk.	3:17]	
		
Saint	Basil:	"It	is	the	Lord	Who	is	upon	the	waters	and	Who	arouses	the	mighty	noises	of	
the	thunder,	causing	such	an	exceeding	great	noise	through	the	delicate	medium	of	air.	
The	eloquent	teaching	which	leads	from	Baptism	to	sanctification	is	like	thunder	to	the	
soul:	That	the	Gospel	is	like	thunder	is	made	evident	by	the	disciples	who	were	given	a	
new	name	by	the	Lord-'sons	of	thunder'	(uiol.		QOVTii	)."	[Exegetic	Homilies,	Hom.	13(3),	
in	FC,	46:200,	201.]	
		
Blessed	Theophylact:	"This	Mary	was	the	Theotokos	who,	because	she	had	been	
betrothed	to	Joseph,	was	called	the	'Mother'	oflakovos		and	Joses,	who	were	among	
Joseph's	children	(by	his	first	marriage)....Salome	(Joseph's	daughter)	was	the	mother	of	
the	sons	of	Zebedee	(Iakovos	and	John).	There	were	many	other	women	present,	but	
only	the	most	prominent	are	mentioned."	[P.G.	123:260DA	(cols.	672,	673).]	
		
40And		there	were	also		women	looking	on		from	afar	off,		among	whom	was	also		Mary	
Magdalene,	and	Mary	the	Mother	of	Iakovos	the	younger	and	of	Joses,	and	Salome-
								[Mk.	
15:40]	
		
Iakovos	is	the	grecized	form	of	the	Hebrew	Iakov	(Jacob).	According	to	Blessed	Jerome,	
"He	was	called	the	brother	of	the	Lord,	a	man	of	sanctity	and	righteousness,	and	
distinguished	by	such	a	rigid	and		perpetual		virginity."	[Against	Jovianus,	Bk.		I,	§	39,	in	
Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	VI:377.]	He	was	the	son	of	Righteous	Joseph	the	betrothed	and	his	first	
wife,	Salome.	He	was	first	chosen	by	our	Savior	and	the	apostles	for	the	episcopacy	of	
the	Church	of	Jerusalem.	[The	Lives	of	the	Holy	Apostles,	269,	270.]	
	



		
		
		
		
		
22And	they	straightway	left	the	ship	and	their	father,	and	followed	Him.	On	the	Choice	
of	Fisherman:	
27But	God	chose	for	Himself	the	foolish	things	of	the	world,	that	He	may	put	to	shame	
the	wise;	and	God	chose	for	Himself	the	weak	things	of	the	world,	that	He	may	put	to	
shame	the	mighty	things.	28And	God	chose	for	Himself	the	low-born	of	the	world	and	
the	despised,	and	the	things	that	are	nothing,	that	He	might	make	of	no	effect	the	
things	that	are,	29so	that	no	flesh	should	boast	before	Him.			[1	Cor.	1:27-29]	
		
On	Obedience	&	Faith	-	they	left	their	nets	immediately	
Chrysostom:	"...Note	both	their	faith	and	obedience...For		Christ	seeks	this	kind	of	
obedience	from	us,	such	that	we	delay	not	even	a	moment,	though	something	
absolutely	most	necessary	
should	vehemently	press	in	on	us."	
		
23And			Jesus			was			going			around				all			Galilee,			teaching			in			their			synagogues,			and	
proclaiming	the	Gospel	of	the	kingdom,	and	curing	every	disease	and	every	sickness	
among	the	people.	24And	the	report		of	Him	went	out	into	all	Syria.	And	they	
brought		to	Him	all	those	who	were	ill,constrained	by	various	diseases	and	torments,	
and	possessed	by	demons,	
and	lunatics,	and	paralytics;		and	He	cured	them.	
		
Chrysostom:	"If	we	have	any	bodily	ailment,	we	contrive	everything	possible	to	be	rid	of	
what	pains	us.	Yet,	when	our	soul	is	ailing,	we	delay	and	draw	back.	For	this	reason	we	
are	not	delivered	from	bodily	ailments.	The	indispensable	corrective	has	become	for	us	
secondary...While	we	leave	unattended	the	fountain	of	our	ills,	we	still	hope	to	have	the	
streams	unpolluted."	
		
From	the	Trisagion		Prayers:	
"Master	heal	our	"infirmities"	or	"weaknesses"	for	Your	Name	sake.	"	
Origen:	"And		'weakness"		of	the	soul	is	a	term	used	by	Greeks,	in	a	general	sense,	for	
any	sickness	arising	from	vice;	more	specifically,	for	that	which	is	opposed	to	endurance,	
a	sort	of	giving	up	in	the	face	of	patience	and	suffering	and	anguish."	
		
25And	great	crowds	followed	Him	from	Galilee,	and	Decapolis,	and	Jerusalem,	and	
Judrea,	and	beyond	the	Jordan.	[Mt.	4:21-25]	
		
On	Following	Christ:	
Chrysostom:	"Whereas	they	left	both	country	and	friends	and	family,	you	do	not	endure	
so	much	



as	to	leave	your	house	for	the	sake	of	drawing	near	(going	to	Church,	ministering	to	
others)	and	obtaining	far	greater	things?	Or	rather	we	do	not	require	of	you	so	much	as	
this,	but	only	leave	your	evil	habits,	and	you	can	easily	be	made	whole,	even	while	
remaining	home	with	your	friends."	


