
Matthew	3:1-9	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	3:1-9.	
	
Matthew:	CHAPTER	3b	
Intro:	
v		The	third	chapter	of	Matthew	begins	the	public	ministry	of	the	Messiah.	
v		All	4	gospels	link	Jesus	and	John	together	
v		Luke	points	out	John’s	parents	were	relative	of	Mary,	Zacharias	and	Elizabeth	were	his	
parents.	
		
3For	this	is	he	who	was	spoken	of	by	Isaiah	(40:3)	the	prophet,	saying,	“The	voice	of	
one	crying	in	the	wilderness,	‘Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord;	be	making	His	paths	
straight.’”			
		
Chrysostom:	“…he	is	signifying	the	exaltation	of	the	lowly,	the	humiliation	of	the	self-
willed,	and	the	hardness	of	the	law	changed	into	easiness	of	faith.	For	it	is	no	longer	
toils	and	labors,	says	he,	but	grace,	and	forgiveness	of	sins,	affording	great	capacity		of	
salvation.”	
		
4	And	John	himself	was	having	his	raiment	of	camel	hairs,	and	a	leather	belt	about	his	
loins;	and	his	food	was	locusts	and	wild	honey.	
		
On	John	the	Baptist	(January	7th	–	Feast	Day)	
The	monastic	tradition	was	patterned	after	John’s	manner	of	life	
Chrysostom:	“For	he	needed	neither	roof,	nor	bed,	nor	table,	nor	any	other	of	these	
things,	but	a	kind	of	angel's	life	in	this	our	flesh	did	he	exhibit.	For	this	cause	his	very	
garment	was	of	hair,	that	by	his	dress	he	might	instruct	men	to	separate	themselves	
from	all	things	human,	and	to	have	nothing	in	common	with	the	earth,	but	to	hasten	
back	to	their	earlier	nobleness,	wherein	Adam	was	before	he	wanted	garments	or	robe.	
Thus	that	garb	bore	tokens	of	nothing	less	than	a	kingdom,	and	of	repentance…he	dwelt	
in	the	wilderness	as	in	Heaven,	showing	forth	all	strictness	of	self-restraint.	And	from	
thence,	like	some	angel	from	Heaven,	he	went	down	unto	the	cities,	being	a	champion	
of	godliness…Such	is	the	nature	of	a	noble	and	thoroughly	vigilant	soul,	for	it	is	
everywhere	springing	forward,	and	passing	beyond	the	limits	set	to	it…”	
	
What	form	of	penance	to	we	manifest?	
“…what	excuse	shall	we	have,	who	after	so	great	a	benefit,	and	the	unnumbered	
burdens	of	our	sins,	do	not	show	forth	so	much	as	the	least	part	of	his	penance,	but	are	
drinking	and	overindulging,	and	smelling	of	perfumes,	and	in	no	better	trim	than	the	
harlot	women	on	the	stage,	and	are	by	all	means	softening	ourselves,	and	making	
ourselves	an	easy	prey	to	the	devil?”	
		
The	prophet	Elijah	also	appeared	like	John	who	is	like	a	2nd	Elijah	–	Jesus	says	this	in	
Matthew	11:14.	



		
Saint	Bede:	“John,	as	it	was	foretold,	would	go	before	the	Lord	in	the	spirit	and	power	of	
Elias.	Both	lived	in	continence,	both	wore	rough	dress,	both	spent	their	lives	in	the	
wilderness,	both	were	heralds	of	the	truth,	both	underwent	persecution	for	justice’s	
sake	at	the	hands	of	a	king	and	queen—the	former	at	the	hands	of	Ahab	and	Jezebel,	
the	latter	at	the	hands	of	Herod	and	Herodias.”	[Ib.]	
	“A	hairy	(Elijah	or	Elias)	man	wearing	a	leather	belt	around	his	waist”	(	4Kings	1:8)	
		
5Then	Jerusalem,	and	all	Judæa,	and	all	the	country	round	about	the	Jordan	were	
going	out	to	him,	6	and	were	being	baptized	by	him	in	the	Jordan,	confessing	their	
sins.			[Mt.	3:3-6]	
		
The	Nature	of	this	Baptism:	
1.	It	is	an	“eschatological	baptism”	preparing	for	the	Kingdom	
2.	Mark	&	Luke	add	a	sacramental	quality	to	it	of	Divine	Grace	
												Mark	(1:4):	“…preaching	a	baptism	of	repentance	for	the	remission	of	sins”	
												Luke	(3:3)		-	the	same	text	
3.	John	says	(John	1:23)	:	“I	am	…”The	voice	of	one	crying	the	wilderness…”	
		
For	the	remission	of	Sins	
Chrysostom:	“And	if	this	was	the	only	cause,	how	says	Luke,	that	he	came	into	the	
country	about	Jordan,	preaching	the	baptism	of	repentance	for	the	remission	of	sins?	
(Luke	3:3)	And	yet	it	had	not	remission,	but	this	gift	pertained	unto	the	baptism	that	was	
given	afterwards;	for	in	this	we	are	buried	with	Him,	and	our	old	man	was	then	crucified	
with	Him,	and	before	the	cross	there	does	not	appear	remission	anywhere;	for	
everywhere	this	is	imputed	to	His	blood.”	“And	Paul	too	says,	But	you	are	washed,	but	
you	are	sanctified,	not	by	the	baptism	of	John,	but	in	the	name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
and	by	the	Spirit	of	our	God	(1	Corinthians	6:11).”	And	elsewhere	too	he	says,	John	
verily	preached	a	baptism	of	repentance,	(he	says	not	of	remission,)	that	they	should	
believe	in	Him	that	should	come	after	him	(Acts	19:4).	For	when	the	sacrifice	was	not	
yet	offered,	neither	had	the	spirit	yet	come	down,	nor	sin	was	put	away,	nor	the	enmity	
removed,	nor	the	curse	destroyed;	how	was	remission	to	take	place?”	
		
7But	after	he	saw	many	of	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	coming	to	his	baptism,	he	said	
to	them,	“O	offspring	of	vipers,	who	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	coming	wrath?	8	

“Produce	therefore	fruits	worthy	of	repentance,	9	“and	think	not	to	say	within	
yourselves,	‘We	have	Abraham	for	a	father’;	for	I	say	to	you	that	God	is	able	from	
these	stones	to	raise	up	children	to	Abraham.		
		
Fruits	Worthy	of	Repentance	
Chrysostom:	“But	by	repentance	I	mean,	not	only	to	forsake	our	former	evil	deeds,	but	
also	to	show	forth	good	deeds	greater	than	those…but	how	shall	we	bring	them	forth?	If	
we	do	the	opposite	things:	as	for	instance…Have	you	insulted…	such	as	were	passing	by;	
henceforth	bless	them	that	insult	you,	and	do	good	to	them	that	smite	you.	For	it	



suffices	not	for	our	health	to	have	plucked	out	the	dart	only,	but	we	must	also	apply	
remedies	to	the	wound…For	in	our	bodies	too	all	distempers	(rages)	arise	from	excess;	
and	when	the	elements	thereof	leave	their	proper	limits,	and	go	on	beyond	moderation,	
then	all	these	countless	diseases	are	generated,	and	grievous	kinds	of	death	(spiritual).	
Somewhat	of	the	same	kind	one	may	see	take	place	with	respect	to	the	soul	likewise.”	
		
John	saw	the	hearts	of	the	sinners	
Chrysostom:	“That	he	had	not	seen	things	(their	evils)	present	or	even	doing	in	his	view	
but	he	knew	the	secrets	of	their	mind,	God	having	revealed	this.	Since	then	they	were	
priding	themselves	on	their	forefathers,	and	this	was	to	prove	the	cause	of	their	
destruction,	and	was	casting	them	into	a	state	of	carelessness,	he	cuts	away	the	roots	of	
their	pride	(Hom	11).”	
		
“the	coming	wrath”	
Chrysostom	:	“And	see	how	straightway	from	the	beginning	he	alarmed	them,	by	laying	
first,	for	a	foundation,	his	words	concerning	hell.	For	he	spoke	not	of	the	usual	
punishments…from	famines,	from	pestilences;	but	concerning	another	sort	of	
punishment,	never	before	made	manifest	to	them,	he	was	striking	the	first	preparatory	
note,	saying	thus,	"Who	has	warned	you	to	flee	from	the	wrath	to	come?"	
		
“offspring	of	vipers”	
Chrysostom:	“For	that	animal	too	is	said	to	destroy	the	mother	that	is	in	travail	with	her,	
and	eating	through	her	belly,	thus	to	come	forth	unto	light;	which	kind	of	thing	these	
men	also	did	being	"strikers	of	fathers,	and	strikers	of	mothers,"	(1	Timothy	1:9)	and	
destroying	their	instructors	with	their	own	hands.”	
		
“raising	children	from	stone”	
Chrysostom:	“Now	some	say,	that	concerning	the	Gentiles	he	says	these	things,	calling	
them	stones,	metaphorically;	but	I	say…	For	with	God	it	is	possible,	both	out	of	stones	to	
give	him	men,	and	to	bring	them	to	that	relationship;	since	at	the	beginning	also	it	was	
so	done.	It	was	like	the	birth	of	men	out	of	stones	(hardened	hearts),	when	a	child	came	
forth	from	that	hardened	womb.”	
	
Matthew	3:10-12	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	3:10-12.	
	
Matthew:	CHAPTER	3c	
		
10“And	even	now	the	axe	is	laid	at	the	root	of	the	trees;	therefore	every	tree	which	
produces	not	good	fruit	is	being	cut	out	and	cast	into	the	fire.	
		
The	“Axe”	is	judgment	upon	unfaithfulness	
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“The	tree	is	the	entire	human	race.	Our	Redeemer	is	as	it	were	
an	axe,	made	from	haft	of	wood	and	steel,	which	is	wielded	by	His	humanity,	but	cuts	by	



the	power	of	His	divinity.	Even	now	it	is	laid	at	the	root	of	the	trees,	because	though	He	
delays	through	patience,	yet	already	He	had	declared	that	which	the	axe	shall	do.	For	
everyone	who	has	scorned	to	lay	by	the	fruits	of	good	works	has	speedily	found	
prepared	for	him	the	fiery	consummation	of	Gehenna.	Note	that	the	axe	is	laid	at	the	
root,	not	the	branches.	The	unfruitful	tree	is	cut	out,	thus	destroying	both	offspring	and	
parent,	so	that	nothing	remains	from	which	an	evil	shoot	may	rise.”	
		
11“I	indeed	baptize	you	in	water	toward	repentance,	but	the	One	Who	cometh	after	
me	is	mightier	than	I,	of	Whom	I	am	not	fit	to	bear	His	sandals.	He	shall	baptize	you	in	
the	Holy	Spirit	and	in	fire,	
		
The	“fire”	of	God	–	the	power	of	Grace	
Chrysostom:		“…by	the	very	figure	of	speech,	declaring	the	abundance	of	the	grace	and	
by	the	specification	of	fire	on	the	other	hand	indicating	the	vehement	and	
uncontrollable	quality	of	His	grace.	
		
The	fire	of	God	–	living	fervently	in	the	Spirit	
Saint	Kyril:	“We	affirm,	therefore,	that	the	fire	which	is	sent	forth	by	Christ	is	for	men’s	
salvation	and	profit.	God	grant	that	all	our	hearts	may	be	full	thereof.	For	the	fire	here	
is,	I	say,	the	saving	message	of	the	Gospel	and	the	power	of	its	commandments,	by	
which	all	of	us	upon	earth—who	were	so	to	speak	cold	and	dead	because	of	sin,	and	in	
ignorance	of	Him	Who...truly	is	God—are	kindled	unto	a	life	of	piety,	and	made	‘fervent	
in	spirit,’	according	to	the	expression	of	the	blessed	Paul	[Rom.	12:11].	And	besides	this	
we	are	also	made	partakers	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Who	is	as	fire	within	us.	For	we	have	been	
baptized	with	fire	and	the	Holy	Spirit.”	[Hom.	94,	Commentary,	Ch.	12,	377.]	
		
The	fire	of	God	–	the	refining/perfecting	power	of	repentance	
Saint	Ambrose:	“The	fire	which	He	sends	is	surely	not	that	fire	which	destroys	the	good,	
but	the	author	of	good	will,	which	refines	the	golden	vessels	of	the	Lord’s	house,	but	
consumes	grass	and	straw	[1	Cor.	3:12].	And	worldly	things,	stiffened	by	the	pleasures	of	
this	age	and	the	work	of	the	perishable	flesh	are	burned	by	that	divine	fire	which	blazed	
in	the	bones	of	the	prophets,	as	said	the	holy	Jeremiah,	‘But	it	was	as	burning	fire	
flaming	in	my	bones	[Jer.	20:9].’	For	there	is	also	that	same	fire	as	He	Himself	said,	‘Fire	
shall	go	before	Him	[Ps.	96(97):3].’	The	Lord	is	also	that	same	fire:	‘I	am	a...consuming	
fire	[cf.	Deut.	4:24;	Heb.	12:29].’	Do	not	Luke	and	Cleopas	bear	witness	also?	‘Our	heart	
was	burning	in	us	as	He	was	speaking	to	us	in	the	way	and	as	He	was	opening	to	us	the	
Scriptures,	was	it	not	[Lk.	24:32]?’	Thus	they	clearly	taught	what	is	the	operation	of	that	
fire	which	illumines	the	secrets	of	the	heart.	So	also	at	the	time	of	the	resurrection,	the	
Lord	is	to	come	in	fire,	that	He	may	consume	all	offenses,	and	by	His	appearance	fulfill	
the	desires	of	those	deserving	and	kindle	the	light	of	mysteries.”	[Ib.,	Bk.	VII,	§§	131,	
132.]	
		
12“Whose	winnowing	fan	is	in	His	hand,	and	He	will	thoroughly	purge	His	threshing	
floor,	and	will	gather	His	wheat	into	the	storehouse,	but	the	chaff	He	will	burn	



completely	with	fire	unquenchable.”		
		
The	“fan”	is	God’s	Action	of	Judgment	–	Our	Actions	and	Inaction	determines	the	prize	
Saint	Ambrose:	“Through	the	sign	of	the	fan	the	Lord	is	said	to	have	the	right	to	
distinguish	merits,	inasmuch	as	when	the	grain	is	winnowed	on	the	threshing	floor,	the	
full	are	separated	from	the	empty,	the	fruitful	from	the	worthless,	as	if	by	a	weighing	of	
a	blowing	breeze.	So	through	this	comparison,	the	Lord	is	manifest,	because	on	the	day	
of	judgment,	He	separates	the	merits	and	fruits	of	solid	virtue	from	the	unfruitful	
shallowness	of	worthless	ostentation	and	inadequate	deeds.”	[Ib.,	Bk.	II,	§	82.]	
		
“Fire”	is	the	presence	of	God	–	He	is	our	judge	and	savior	–	it	either	consumes	us	or	
saves	us	
Chrysostom:	“Thus,	"think	not	at	all,"	says	he,	"that	your	baptism	suffices,	if	you	become	
ordinary	persons	hereafter:"	for	we	need	both	virtue,	and	plenty	of	self-restraint.	
Therefore	as	by	the	axe	he	urges	them	unto	grace,	and	unto	the	font,	so	after	grace	he	
terrifies	them	by	the	fan,	and	the	unquenchable	fire…Whereas	after	baptism…many	of	
them	that	believed	would	exhibit	a	life	unworthy	of	their	faith.”	
		
Unquenchable	Fire	–	Outer	Darkness	-	
Saint	Ambrose:	“What	is	the	outer	darkness?	Surely,	there	is	not	there	a	prison	and	
stone	cells	to	be	endured?	By	no	means.	But	whoever	are	outside	the	promises	of	the	
heavenly	commandments	are	in	the	outer	darkness,	because	God’s	ordinances	are	light,	
and	whoever	is	without	Christ	is	in	darkness,	because	Christ	is	the	inner	light.	Thus,	
neither	is	there	any	gnashing	of	bodily	teeth	[Mt.	22:13;	Lk.	13:28],	nor	any	perpetual	
fire	of	physical	flames	[Mt.	25:41],	nor	is	the	worm	material	[Mk.	9:43-48].	But	because	
just	as	fevers	and	worms	arise	from	much	bitterness,	so	one	who	does	not	boil	away	his	
sins,	so	to	speak,	with	the	interposed	soberness	of	abstinence,	but	by	mixing	sins	with	
sins	combines	the	bitterness	of	old	and	new	transgressions,	is	burned	with	his	own	fire	
and	devoured	by	his	own	works	[Is.	66:24].	
“While	there	is	no	question	that	according	to	the	Scriptures	there	is	torment	and	
“gnashing	of	teeth”	for	the	wicked,	and	glorification	for	the	righteous,	and	that	this	
judgment	comes	from	God,	these	destinies	are	not	separate	destinations.	The	Bible	
indicates	that	everyone	comes	before	God	in	the	next	life,	and	it	is	because	of	being	in	
God’s	presence	that	they	either	suffer	eternally,	or	experience	eternal	joy.		In	other	
words,	both	the	joy	of	heaven,	and	the	torment	of	judgment,	is	caused	by	being	
eternally	in	the	presence	of	the	Almighty,	the	perfect	and	unchanging	God.	(“Heaven	&	
Hell	in	the	Afterlife,	According	To	The	Bible.”		Peter	Chopelas).”	
		
The	literal	meaning	of	this	Hebrew	word	is	simply	“subterranean	retreat”.		Sheol	was	
not	understood	as	a	physical	place	since	it	exists	in	the	spirit	world,	but	it	is	a	spiritual	
“place”	associated	with	dead	people.		It	was	understood	that	when	a	person	dies,	their	
body	is	buried,	and	their	soul	goes	to	reside	in	Sheol…	In	historic	Jewish	understanding,	
it	is	the	perception	of	the	individual	in	Sheol	that	makes	the	difference.		This	same	
“place”	called	Sheol	is	experienced	by	the	righteous	as	the	Garden	of	Eden	or	Paradise,	



i.e.	“heaven”.		Moreover,	Sheol	is	experienced	by	the	wicked	as	the	“fires	of	
gehennom”,	i.e.	punishment.	(Chopelas)	
		
Septuagint	Psalms	139:7	and	8	
“Where	can	I	go	away	from	your	spirit?		And	away	from	your	presence,	where	can	I	
flee?		If	I	go	up	into	heaven,	you	are	there.		If	I	go	down	into	Hades,	there	is	your	
presence.”	
		
Fires	of	Gehennah	–	judgment	of	God	
“This	experience	of	Gehennah	was	used	as	an	analogy	to	express	what	happens	to	those	
who	oppose	the	God	of	the	Jews.		Yet	even	it	was	not	a	place	God	“sends”	people.	The	
fire	itself	was	understood	to	be	how	the	wicked	experienced	the	Shechinah	glory	of	
God,	as	a	burning	judgment	fire…Therefore,	usage	of	this	word	is	interchangeable	with	
“judgment”,	and	quite	different	than	Sheol.		To	be	forgiven	of	your	offenses	was	to	be	
rescued	from	“the	fiery	pit”,	or	rescued	from	judgment.		You	would	still	go	to	Sheol	until	
the	resurrection,	but	in	glory	rather	than	in	torment.”	(Chopelas)	
		
Tartarus	
“Tartarus	originally	came	from	Greek	mythology	and	popular	folk	tales.		It	is	the	name	of	
a	prison	 in	Hades	 that	 Zeus…	Saint	Peter	borrows	 this	 term	and	uses	 it	 in	exactly	 the	
same	way	as	it	was	used	in	popular	contemporary	writings	by	both	Greeks	and	Jews;	it	is	
a	 place	 where	 “sinning	 angels”	 are	 bound	 and	 imprisoned,	 awaiting	 a	 future	
punishment.		 They	 are	 bound	 by	God	 to	 prevent	 them	 from	 doing	 further	 harm,	 and	
they	are	judged	for	crimes	against	humanity.”	(Chopelas)	
	“Paradise	is	the	love	of	God”	and	he	also	writes	“…those	who	are	punished	in	Gehenna,	
are	scourged	by	the	scourge	of	love”.		So	the	“fire”	is	the	love	of	God,	and	we	
experience	His	love	as	either	divine	love,	or	as	painful	“scourge”.	(St.	Isaac	the	Syrian)	
	
Matthew	3:13-17	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	3:13-17.	
	
Matthew:	CHAPTER	3d	
		
13Then	came	Jesus	from	Galilee	to	John	at	the	Jordan	to	be	baptized	by	him.	
		
Saint	Bede	the	Venerable:	“....The	river	Jordan	is	properly	interpreted	as	meaning	‘of	
judgment,’	to	the	extent	that	the	elect	more	solicitously	examine	their	consciences	by	
scrutinizing	them.”	[Ib.,	3,	4;	Blessed	Jerome,	Interpretation	of	Hebrew	Names,	Corpus	
Christianorum	72:67,19;	121,9/10;	140,27.]	
		
14But	John	was	trying	to	hinder	Him,	saying,	“I	have	need	to	be	baptized	by	You,	and	
come	You	to	me?”	
		
Theodore	of	Mopsuestia:	“He	was	baptized	that	he	might	hollow	the	waters	and	bestow	



upon	us,	through	the	basin,	regeneration	and	adoption	and	remission	of	sins	and	all	the	
other	blessings	that	came	to	us	through	baptism,	prefiguring	in	Himself.	As	God,	
however,	He	is	the	One	‘who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world,’	and	as	such	He	had	no	
need	of	baptism.”	
		
[Mt.	3:15.]		Saint	Athanasios:	“He	divinized	that	which	He	put	on,	and	gave	it	graciously	
to	the	race	of	man.”	[Four	Discourses	Against	the	Arians,	Discourse	I,	Ch.	XI(42),	in	
Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	IV:330.]	
							Saint	Kyril	of	Jerusalem:	“Jesus	sanctified	Baptism	when	He	Himself	was	baptized.	If	
the	Son	of	God	was	baptized,	can	anyone	who	scorns	Baptism	pretend	to	piety?	Not	
that	He	was	baptized	to	receive	the	remission	of	sin—for	He	was	without	sin—but	being	
sinless,	He	was	nevertheless	baptized,	that	He	might	impart	grace	and	dignity	to	those	
who	receive	the	Mystery.”	[Catechesis	I-XII,	III(11),	in	FC,	61:115.]	
		
15But	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	him,	“Let	it	be	so	now,	for	thus	it	is	becoming	for	us	
to	fulfill	all	righteousness.”	Then	he	permitted	Him.	
		
33“But	be	seeking	first	the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	 righteousness,	and	all	these	things	
shall	be	added	to	you.			[Mt.	6:33]	
		
	“By	bowing	His	head	under	the	hand	of	John,	receiving	from	him	the	unction	of	
baptism,	He	delivers	to	us	the	spirit	of	humility…the	mystery	of	humility,	which	contains	
‘the	fulfillment	of	all	righteousness…when	we	set	out	to	perform	an	act	of	humility	and	
submission,	we	must	do	so	as	one	truly	in	need,	not	in	condescension!	…He	saw	fit	to	
record	here	in	the	Jordan…the	firm	foundation	on	which	successful	ministry	must	be	
based,	‘the	bowed	head’	(The	Communion	of	Love,	Matthew	The	Poor).”	
		
Saint	Chrysostom:	“‘On	account	of	righteousness,’	that	means,	on	account	of	virtue,	for	
protection	given	to	others,	and	for	piety.	For	it	is	always	His	custom	to	speak	of	
righteousness	as	the	entire	philosophy	of	the	soul,	that	is	the	true	philosophy	of	the	
spiritual	life	of	virtue,	discipline,	and	doctrine.”	
		
16And	Jesus,	having	been	baptized,	went	up	straightway	from	the	water;	and	behold,	
the	heavens	were	opened	to	Him,	and	He	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	
dove,	and	coming	upon	Him.	
		
Jesus	sets	the	example	for	us	to	be	Baptized	
Saint	Kyril:	“He	received	it	not	so	much	for	His	own	sake	as	for	ours;	for	by	Him	and	in	
Him	are	we	enriched	with	all	things…Now	He	had	no	need	of	holy	Baptism,	being	wholly	
pure	and	spotless,	and	holy	of	the	holy.	Nor	had	He	need	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	for	the	Spirit	
Who	proceeds	from	God	the	Father	is	of	Him,	and	equal	to	Him	in	essence.”	[Ib.]	
		
Saint	Ambrose:	“It	was	not	a	dove	that	descended,	but	the	Holy	Spirit	‘as	a	dove	[Mt.	
3:16;	Mk.	1:10].’	Luke,	however,	added	that	‘the	Holy	Spirit	descended	in	a	bodily	shape	



as	a	dove	upon	Him	[Lk.	3:22].’	You	must	not	think	that	this	was	an	incarnation,	but	an	
appearance.	He,	then,	brought	the	appearance	before	him,	that	by	means	of	the	
appearance	he	might	believe	who	did	not	see	the	Spirit,	and	that	by	the	appearance	He	
might	manifest	that	He	had	a	share	of	the	one	honor	in	authority,	the	one	operation	in	
the	mystery,	the	one	gift	in	the	bath,	together	with	the	Father	and	the	Son....And	he	
said	fittingly,	‘He	abode	on	Him,’	because	the	Spirit	inspired	a	saying	or	acted	upon	the	
prophets	as	often	as	He	would,	but	abode	always	in	Christ….For	the	Spirit	is	not	upon	
Christ,	according	to	the	Godhead,	but	in	Christ;	for,	as	the	Father	is	in	the	Son,	and	the	
Son	in	the	Father,	so	the	Spirit	of	God	and	the	Spirit	of	Christ	is	both	in	the	Father	and	in	
the	Son,	for	He	is	the	Spirit	of	His	mouth.	[Of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Bk.	III,	Ch.	I,	¶¶	3-6,	in	
Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	X:136.]	
		
		
The	Holy	Spirit	confirms	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“The	dove	appears...that	it	might	point	out	to	them	that	were	
present,	and	to	John,	the	Son	of	God.”	[Hom.	12,	P.G.	57:163	(col.	205).]	
		
The	Holy	Spirit	as	a	Dove	
Origen:	“The	Spirit	descended	in	the	form	of	a	dove,	as	hin	the	case	of	Noah’s	
ark…announcing	God’s	mercy	to	the	world	and	at	the	same	time	making	clear	that	what	
is	spiritual	should	be	meek	and	without	wickedness,	simple	and	without	guile.”	
		
[Mt.	3:16b.]		Saint	Athanasios:	“The	Spirit’s	descent	on	Him	in	the	Jordan	was	a	descent	
upon	us,	because	of	His	bearing	our	body.	For	when	the	Lord,	as	Man,	was	washed	in	
the	Jordan,	it	was	we	who	were	washed	in	Him	and	by	Him.	And	when	He	received	the	
Spirit,	it	was	we	who	by	Him	were	made	recipients	of	the	Spirit.”	[Four	Discourses	
Against	the	Arians,	Discourse	I,	Ch.	XII(47),	in	Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	IV:333.]	
		
17And	behold,	there	came	to	be	a	voice	out	of	the	heavens,	saying,	“This	is	My	Son,	the	
Beloved,	in	Whom	I	am	well	pleased.”		[Mt.	3:13-17]	
		
The	Trinity	is	revealed	to	us	
St.	Augustine:	“…the	Father	in	the	voice,	the	Son	in	the	man,	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	dove.	
		


