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Matthew	
CHAPTER	2a	
Intro:	Chapter	one	and	two	of	Matthew	presents	the	Old	Testament	background	laying	
out	the	Messianic	Prophecies	which	are	fulfilled	in	the	Nativity	of	the	Christ.	
		
Matthew’s	unique	formula	for	introducing	the	Prophecies:	“Now	all	this	came	to	pass,	in	
order	that	it	might	be	fulfilled	that	which	was	spoken	by	the	Lord	through	the	prophet,	
saying,			[Mt.	1:22]	
		
“Let	us	sound	the	cymbals:	let	us	shout	aloud	in	songs.	The	revelation	of	Christ	is	not	
manifest:	the	preaching	of	the	Prophets	have	received	their	fulfillment.	For	He	of	Whom	
they	spoke,	foretelling	His	appearance	in	the	flesh	to	mortal	men,	is	born	in	a	holy	cave	
and	is	laid	as	a	babe	in	a	manger,	and	as	a	child	He	is	wrapped	in	swaddling	clothes	
(Vespers,	Forefeast	of	the	Nativity).”	
		
▪ Matt	1:23		sited	Isaiah	7:14	~	there	would	be	a	virginal	conception	
▪ Matt	2:6	sites	Micah	5:1,	II	Samuel	5:2	~	the	birth	would	take	place	in	Bethlehem	
▪ Matt	2:15	sites	Hosea	11:1	~	the	suffering	of	other	children	near	Rachel’s	tomb	there	
▪ Matt	2:19	sites	Jeremiah	31:15	~	the	coming	back	of	God’s	son	from	Egypt	
▪ Matt	2:23	sites	Isaiah	4:3,	Judges	16:17		-	Jesus	returning	to	Nazareth,	being	referred	

to	as	a	Nazarene.	
		
1Now	after	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judæa	in	the	days	of	Herod	the	king,	
behold,	Magi	from	the	east	came	to	Jerusalem,	
		
Herod	ruled	Judea	37-4	BC.	He	was	appointed	king	of	Judaea	by	the	Roman	senate.	He	
was	brave	and	skilled	in	war,	learned	and	perceptive;	but	given	the	title,	“Herod	the	
wicked”	in	hymnology.	Hence,	he	destroyed	the	entire	royal	family	of	the	Hasmonaeans,	
put	to	death	many	of	the	Jews	that	opposed	his	government,	and	proceeded	to	kill	even	
his	dearly	beloved	wife	Mariamne	and	the	two	sons	she	had	borne	him.	By	these	acts	of	
bloodshed,	and	especially	by	his	love	and	imitation	of	Roman	customs	he	alienated	the	
Jews	that	he	was	unable	to	regain	their	favor.	In	his	closing	years	John	the	Baptist	and	
Christ	were	born,	Matthew	2:1;	Luke	1:5;	Matthew	narrates	in	chapter	2	that	he	
commanded	the	male	children	in	Bethlehem	from	two	years	old	and	under	to	be	slain.	
		
The	Magi	were	most	likely	kings	from	Persia.	They	prefigure	the	Church	in	which	
membership	is	determined	by	faith	and	not	one’s	lineage.	
		
“…And	you	Magi	from	Persia,	offer	the	king	gold,	frankincense	and	myrrh…Kings	from	
the	east,	having	learned	that	You	were	to	be	born	King,	are	come	bringing	their	gifts	
(Vespers.	Forefeast	of	the	Nativity).”	



		
“The	Kings,	first	fruits	of	the	Gentiles,	bring	you	gifts	at	Your	birth	in	a	cave…(Vespers.	
Forefeast	of	the	Nativity).”	
		
2saying,	“Where	is	He	Who	was	born	King	of	the	Jews?	For	we	saw	His	star	in	the	east,	
and	came	to	do	homage	(προσκυνῆσαι)	to	Him.”	
		
[Mt.	2:2.]		Lit.,	“We	saw	His	star	at	its	rising”	(ejn	th`/	ajnatolh`/).	Anatole	means	rising.	
The	singular	form	here	does	sometimes	mean	“east”	[Rev.	21:13],	though	the	plural	is	
more	common	[Mt.	2:1].	In	Lk.	1:78,	the	singular	is	translated	as	“Dayspring”;	the	
kindred	verb	aneteilen	in	Mt.	4:16	is	translated	“rise	up.”	The	Magi	did	not	see	the	star	
which	was	in	the	east,	for	then	they	would	have	traveled	east	following	it,	instead	of	
west.	
		
[Mt.	2:1.]		Saint	Chrysostom:	“I	think	the	star	must	have	appeared	a	long	time	before,	
since	it	was	a	long	time	which	the	Magi	had	to	spend	on	their	journey.”	[Hom.	7,	P.G.	
57:108	(col.	76).]	
	Saint	Chrysostom:	“This	star	was	not	of	the	many,	or	rather	not	a	star	at	all,...but	some	
invisible	power	transformed	into	this	appearance;	and	this	is	evident	from	its	very	
course.	For	there	is	no	star	which	moves	by	this	way,...but	this	one	wafted	from	north	to	
south;	for	so	is	Palestine	situated	with	respect	to	Persia.”	[Hom.	6,	P.G.	57:87	(col.	64).]	
	Blessed	Theophylact:	“Do	not	think	this	is	such	a	star	as	we	see,	but	a	divine	power	and	
angelic	appearing	in	the	form	of	a	star....This	star	shone	even	in	daylight,	moved	when	
they	moved,	and	stood	still	when	they	rested.”	[The	Explanation	of	the	Holy	Gospel	
According	to	St.	Matthew,	P.G.	123:11CD	(col.	161).]	
		
On	“homage”	
Cf.	Deut.	6:13.	“Thou	shalt	make	obeisance	(proskunhvsei~)....Him	alone	shalt	thou	
worship	(latreuvsei~).”	We	wish	to	make	a	distinction	between	absolute	worship	or	
adoration	(latreiva)	and	relative	veneration	(proskuvnhsi~),	which	can	be	translated,	lit.,	
fall	down	or	make	obeisance	or	prostrate	oneself	or	do	reverence	or	venerate	or	pay	
homage.	
	“Therefore,	you	Magi	bringing	gifts,	press	onward	swiftly	with	the	star,	that	we	may	
worship	Him	together	(Matins,	Forefeast	of	the	Nativity).”	&	the	refrain	from	the	
Vespers	of	the	Nativity,	“…and	it	(the	star)	brought	to	you	Magi,	who	worshipped	You	
with	faith:	have	mercy	upon	them	and	upon	us	(Vespers	of	Nativity).”	
		
“The	Magi	…	knew	with	assurance	that	You,	the	heavenly	King,	was	born	on	
earth…Falling	before	You	they	worshipped	You:	for	they	saw	You,	Who	are	timeless	
lying	as	a	babe	in	the	cave	(Compline	of	Nativity).”	
		
3But	after	Herod	the	king	heard	these	things,	he	was	troubled,	and	all	Jerusalem	with	
him.	4And	after	he	gathered	all	the	chief	priests	and	scribes	of	the	people,	he	kept	on	
inquiring	of	them	where	the	Christ	is	born.	



		
“He	kept	on	inquiring	of	them	where	the	Christ	is	born”	(ejpunqavneto	par	j	aujtw`n,	
pou`	oJ	Cristo;~	genna`tai).	The	imperfect	tense	of	epynthaneto	suggests	that	Herod	
inquired	repeatedly.	The	prophetic	present	of	gennatai	is	given,	the	very	words	of	
Herod	retained	by	the	evangelist’s	report.	
	Saint	Chrysostom:	“To	what	end	did	Herod,	who	did	not	believe	in	the	Scriptures,	keep	
on	questioning	them?	Or,	if	he	believed,	how	did	he	hope	to	kill	Him	Whom	they	say	
was	to	be	the	future	king?	But	he	was	urged	on	by	the	devil,	who	did	not	believe	that	
the	Scriptures	lied.	And	like	all	sinners	who	believe,	they	are	not	permitted	to	believe	
fully	that	which	they	believe.	For	what	they	believe	in	is	the	power	of	truth,	which	
cannot	be	hidden.	What	they	do	not	believe	in	is	the	blinding	of	themselves	by	the	
enemy.”	[Serm.	2	ex.	Opus	Imperfectum,	P.G.	56	(cols.	636-645),	in	Toal,	The	Sunday	
Sermons	of	the	Great	Fathers,	I:205.]	
		
5And	they	said	to	him,	“In	Bethlehem	of	Judæa,	for	thus	it	hath	been	written	by	the	
prophet:	6“‘And	thou,	Bethlehem,	in	the	land	of	Juda,	art	in	no	wise	the	least	among	
the	governors	of	Juda;	for	out	of	thee	shall	come	forth	a	Governor	Who	shall	shepherd	
My	people	Israel.’”	
		
[Mt.	2:6.]	Micah	5:2-4	is	read	at	the	1st	Royal	Hour	of	the	Nativity	
2But	you,	Bethlehem	Ephratah,	though	you	be	little	among	the	thousands	of	Judah,	yet	
out	of	y	shallou	he	come	forth	unto	me	that	is	to	be	ruler	in	Israel;	whose	goings	forth	
have	been	from	of	old,	from	everlasting.	3Therefore	will	he	give	them	up,	until	the	time	
that	she	which	travails	has	brought	forth:	then	the	remnant	of	his	brethren	shall	return	
unto	the	children	of	Israel.	4And	he	shall	stand	and	feed	in	the	strength	of	the	LORD,	in	
the	majesty	of	the	name	of	the	LORD	his	God;	and	they	shall	abide:	for	now	shall	he	be	
great	unto	the	ends	of	the	earth.	5And	this	man	shall	be	the	peace,	when	the	Assyrian	
shall	come	into	our	land:	and	when	he	shall	tread	in	our	palaces,	then	shall	we	raise	
against	him	seven	shepherds,	and	eight	principal	men.		
	
Matthew	2:7-16	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	2:7-16.	
	
Matthew	:	CHAPTER	2b	
		
7Then	Herod,	after	he	secretly	called	the	Magi,	inquired	carefully	of	them	the	time	of	
the	appearing	star.	8And	having	sent	them	to	Bethlehem,	he	said,	“Go	and	search	out	
carefully	for	the	young	Child;	and	when	you	find	Him,	bring	tidings	to	me,	in	order	that	
I	also	might	go	and	do	homage	to	Him.”	9And	after	they	heard	the	king,	they	departed;	
and	behold,	the	star	which	they	saw	in	the	east	was	going	before	them,	till	it	came	
and	stood	over	where	the	young	Child	was.	10And	having	seen	the	star,	they	rejoiced	
exceedingly	with	great	joy.	11And	after	they	came	into	the	house,	they	saw	the	young	
Child	with	Mary	His	Mother,	and	fell	down	and	did	homage	to	Him.	And	after	they	
opened	their	treasures,	they	offered	gifts	to	Him:	gold	and	frankincense	and	myrrh.	



		
Herod	does	not	refer	to	Him	as	“King”	only	as	“the	Christ”	or	“young	child”	
In	the	preparation	of	the	catechumen	for	baptism	they	are	called	upon	to	confess	belief	
in	Christ	as	“King	and	as	God.”	Demons	believe	in	the	divinity	of	Christ,	but	to	confess	
Him	as	King	implies	the	desire	and	decision	to	follow	Him	to	make	one’s	whole	life	a	
service	to	Him,	to	live	according	to	His	commandments.	(Schmemann,	Of	Water	&	Spirit,	
p.	31)	This	is	why	the	earliest	confession	made	by	Christians	was	to	call	Him	“Lord.”	
		
In	 contrast	 the	 Magi	 confess	 Jesus	 as	 “King”	 which	 means	 His	 Kingdom	 has	 been	
revealed	and	inaugurated	–	it	is	here	now!	
		
The	gold	=	Royalty;	the	Incense	=	the	divinity;	the	myrrh	=	he	Passion	of	Christ,	his	
humanity	
Christ’s	Ministry	is	categorized	as	Royal,	Priestly	&	Prophetic	
		
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“Gold	befits	a	king;	incense	is	offered	in	sacrifice	to	God;	the	
bodies	of	the	dead	are	embalmed	with	myrrh.	The	Magi,	therefore,	with	their	mystical	
gifts	also	preach	Him	Whom	they	worshipped,	a	king	with	the	gold,	God	with	the	
incense,	a	human	being	with	the	myrrh.”	[Hom.	8,	Forty	Gospel	Homilies,	58;	cf.	“Hom.	
10,	On	the	Gifts	of	the	Magi,”	P.L.	76	(col.	1110).]	
		
Universal	Kingdom	Being	Established	Through	the	Cross	
Saint	Kyril:	“He	Himself	bore	the	Cross	[Jn.	19:17]....For	it	is	said	of	Him	by	the	voice	of	
Esaias,	‘A	Child	is	born	to	us,	and	a	Son	is	given	to	us,	Whose	government	is	upon	His	
shoulder	[Is.	9:6].’	For	His	government	was	the	Cross,	by	which	He	became	King	over	the	
world....And	when	blessed	Abraham	went	up	into	the	mountain	that	he	might	there	
sacrifice	Isaac,	he	laid	the	wood	upon	the	lad;	as	he	was	a	type	of	Christ	carrying	His	
own	Cross	upon	His	shoulders.”	[Hom.	152,	Commentary,	Ch.	22,	605,	606.]	
		
Chrysostom:	“Wherefore	neither	were	they	offended	by	what	they	saw	outwardly,	but	
even	worshipped,	and	brought	gifts;	gifts	not	only	free	from	Judaical	grossness,	in	that	
they	sacrificed	not	sheep	and	calves,	but	also	coming	near	to	the	self-devotion	of	the	
Church,	for	it	was	knowledge	and	obedience	and	love	that	they	offered	unto	Him.”	
		
12And	having	been	divinely	warned	in	a	dream	not	to	return	to	Herod,	they	departed	
into	their	own	country	by	another	way.	
		
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“They	intimate	something	here	of	great	import.	Our	true	
country	is	Paradise,	to	which,	having	now	come	to	the	knowledge	of	Jesus,	we	are	
forbidden	to	return	by	the	path	we	left.”	[Hom.	10,	op.	cit.]	
		
The	Faith	of	the	Magi	
See	from	this	also	their	faith,	how	they	were	not	offended,	but	are	docile,	and	
considerate;	neither	are	they	troubled,	nor	reason	with	themselves,	saying,	And	yet,	if	



this	Child	be	great,	and	has	any	might,	what	need	of	flight,	and	of	a	secret	retreat?...	For	
this	most	especially	belongs	to	faith,	not	to	seek	an	account	of	what	is	instructed,	but	
merely	to	obey	the	commandments	laid	upon	us.”	
		
13And	after	they	departed,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	Joseph	in	a	
dream,	saying,	“Arise,	and	take	the	young	Child	and	His	Mother,	and	flee	thou	into	
Egypt,	and	be	you	there	until	I	should	tell	you;	for	Herod	is	about	to	seek	the	young	
Child,	to	destroy	Him.”	14And	he	arose	and	took	the	young	Child	and	His	Mother	by	
night	and	departed	into	Egypt,	15and	was	there	until	the	death	of	Herod,	that	it	might	
be	fulfilled	that	which	was	spoken	by	the	Lord	through	the	prophet,	saying,	“Out	of	
Egypt	I	called	My	Son.”	
		
Obedience	leads	to	tribulation	
Chrysostom:	“And	besides	what	I	have	said,	there	is	another	lesson	also…	To	look	from	
the	beginning	for	temptations	and	plots…that	you,	hearing	these	things	(supposing	you	
thought	worthy	to	minister	to	any	spiritual	matter,	and	then	to	see	yourself	suffering	
incurable	ills,	and	enduring	countless	dangers),	should	not	be	greatly	troubled,	nor	say,	
‘What	can	this	be?’	Yet	surely	I	ought	to	be	crowned	and	celebrated,	and	be	glorious	
and	illustrious	for	fulfilling	the	Lord's	commandment:	but	that	having	this	example,	you	
might	bear	all	things	nobly,	knowing	that	this	especially	is	the	order	of	all	things	
spiritual,	to	have	everywhere	temptations	in	the	same	lot	with	them.	See	at	least	how	
this	is	the	case	not	only	with	regard	to	the	mother	of	the	young	Child,	but	also	of	those	
barbarians;	since	they	for	their	part	retire	secretly	in	the	condition	of	fugitives;	and	she	
again,	who	had	never	passed	over	the	threshold	of	her	house,	is	commanded	to	
undergo	so	long	a	journey	of	affliction,	on	account	of	this	wonderful	birth,	and	her	
spiritual	travail.”	
		
	16Then	 Herod,	 after	 he	 saw	 that	 he	 was	 mocked	 by	 the	 Magi,	 was	 angered	
exceedingly.	And	he	sent	forth	and	killed	all	the	male	children	that	were	in	Bethlehem	
and	in	all	her	borders,	from	two	years	old	and	under,	according	to	the	time	which	he	
inquired	 carefully	 from	 the	 Magi.	 17Then	 was	 fulfilled	 that	 which	 was	 spoken	 by	
Jeremias	the	prophet,	saying,	18“A	voice	in	Rama	was	heard,	lamentation	and	weeping	
and	great	mourning,	Rachel	weeping	 for	 her	 children,	 and	would	not	be	 comforted,	
because	they	are	not.”	
		
On	the	suffering	unjustly	
Chrysostom:	“(Why)	did	God	permit	it?	Now,	what	should	we	say	to	this?	That	which	I	
do	not	cease	to	say	continually,	in	church	…	for	it	is	a	sort	of	rule	for	us,	suited	to	every	
such	perplexity.	What	then	is	our	rule,	and	what	our	saying?	That	although	there	are	
many	that	injure,	yet	is	there	not	so	much	as	one	that	is	injured.	And	in	order	that	the	
riddle	may	not	disturb	you	too	much,	I	add	the	solution	too	with	all	speed.	I	mean,	that	
what	we	may	suffer	unjustly	from	any	one,	it	tells	either	to	the	doing	away	of	our	sins,	
God	so	putting	that	wrong	to	our	account;	or	unto	the	recompense	of	rewards.	.	.	For	if	
He	know	what	you	suffer,	and	has	power	to	hinder	it,	it	is	quite	clear	that	it	is	in	His	



providence	and	care	for	you	that	He	does	not	hinder	it.	And	this	we	ought	to	bear	in	
mind	in	our	own	temptations	also,	and	great	will	be	the	solace	we	shall	therefore	
receive.”	
		
Chrysostom:	“…they	who	so	underwent	premature	death,	what	sort	of	sins	did	they	by	
their	sufferings	put	away?	Did	you	not	hear	me	say,	that	though	there	were	no	sins,	
there	is	a	restitution	of	rewards	hereafter	for	them	that	suffer	ill	here?	Because,	do	you	
say,	they	would	in	many	instances	have	achieved,	had	they	lived,	many	and	great	deeds	
of	goodness…Besides,	if	the	children	were	to	have	been	any	great	persons,	He	would	
not	have	suffered	them	to	be	snatched	away	beforehand.	For	if	they	that	eventually	will	
live	in	continual	wickedness	are	endured	by	Him	with	so	great	long-sufferings,	much	
more	would	He	not	have	suffered	these	to	be	so	taken	off	had	He	foreknown	they	
would	accomplish	any	great	things.”	
		
The	destructive	power	of	evil	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“‘Who	delivered	us	from	the	power	of	the	darkness’	…He	did	not	
simply	say	‘darkness,’	but	‘power.’	For	it	had	much	power	over	us	and	held	us	fast.	For	
indeed	it	is	hard	and	difficult	to	be	under	the	devil	at	all,	but	to	be	so	with	power,	this	is	
more	difficult.”	
	
Matthew	2:17	-	3:1	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	2:17	-	3:1.	
	
Matthew:	CHAPTER	2c/3a	
		
19But	after	Herod	died,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	in	a	dream	to	Joseph	in	
Egypt,	20	saying,	“Arise,	and	take	the	young	Child	and	His	Mother,	and	go	into	the	land	
of	Israel;	for	they	who	sought	the	soul	of	the	young	Child	have	died.”	
		
On	both	natures	of	Christ	–	fully	God	&	fully	Man	
The	Greek	word	translated	as	“soul”	is	psyche,	which	can	be	variously	translated	into	
English	as	“soul”	or	“life.”	Blessed	Theophylact:	“‘The	soul	(yuch;n)	of	the	young	Child.’	
Where	is	Apollinarios	(heretic)	who	was	saying	that	the	Lord	took	no	soul	of	a	man?	For	
here	he	is	censured.”	
	Saint	Gregory	of	Nyssa:	“We	read,	‘They	who	sought	the	soul	of	the	young	Child	have	
died.’...And	the	Lord	said	to	the	Jews,	‘You	seek	to	kill	Me,	a	Man	Who	has	spoken	the	
truth	to	you	[Jn.	8:40].’	Now	by	‘Man’	is	not	meant	the	body	of	a	man	only,	but	that	
which	is	composed	of	both	soul	and	body.”	[Against	Eunomius,	Bk.	II,	§	13,	in	Nicene,	2nd	
Ser.,	V:127.]	
	21And	he	arose	and	took	the	young	Child	and	His	Mother,	and	came	into	the	land	of	
Israel.	22	But	after	he	heard	that	Archelaus	reigned	over	Judæa	instead	of	Herod	his	
father,	he	was	afraid	to	go	there.	And	having	been	divinely	warned	in	a	dream,	he	
withdrew	into	the	parts	of	Galilee.			
Relief	&	Danger	



Chrysostom:	“Do	you	see	again	after	the	alternation	between	relief	and	danger?	In	that	
he	was	freed	indeed	from	his	banishment,	and	came	back	again	to	his	own	country;	and	
beheld	the	murderer	of	the	children	brought	to	the	slaughter;	but	when	he	has	set	foot	
on	his	own	country,	he	finds	again	a	remnant	of	the	former	perils,	the	son	of	the	tyrant	
living,	and	being	king.”	
		
*God	chose	to	speak	to	Joseph	during	his	state	of	deep	state	of	sleep	dreaming.	
		
23And	he	came	and	dwelt	in	a	city	which	is	called	Nazareth,	in	order	that	it	might	be	
fulfilled	that	which	was	spoken	by	the	prophets,	that	He	shall	be	called	a	
Nazarene.		[Mt.	2:19-23]	
		
Jerome:	“Nazarene	is	understood	as	“holy.”	Every	scripture	attests	that	the	Lord	was	to	
be	holy.	We	can	also	speak	in	another	way	of	what	was	written…in	Hebrew	in	Isaiah:	“A	
branch	will	blossom	from	the	root	of	Jesse,	a	Nazarene	from	his	root.”	
		
Matthew	Chapter	3a	
1Now	in	those	days	(30	years	later)	John	the	Baptist	came	forth	proclaiming	in	the	
wilderness	of	Judaea,	2	and	saying,	“Repent;	for	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	has	
drawn	near.”	
		
Repent:	
The	English	word	repent	means	“to	be	sorry.”	The	Greek	word	metanoeo	(literally	
“know	after”)	has	to	do	with	a	change	of	mind	or	feelings	from	after-knowledge,	which	
results	in	a	change	of	conduct.	These	ideas	have	been	imported	into	“repent”	on	
account	of	scriptural	usage,	though	it	does	not	lie	in	it	etymologically	nor	by	primary	
usage.	It	is	significant	here	that	the	use	of	the	present	imperative	metanoeite	sums	up	
the	message	of	St.	John	the	Baptist,	that	is,	“Keep	on	having	a	change	of	mind	which	
issues	in	regret	and	a	change	of	conduct	(The	Orthodox	New	Testament).”	
		
Saint	Kyril:	“The	fruit	of	repentance	is,	in	the	highest	degree,	faith	in	Christ;	and	next	to	
it,	the	evangelic	mode	of	life,	and	in	general	terms	the	works	of	righteousness	in	
contradistinction	to	sin,	which	the	penitent	must	bring	forth	as	fruits	worthy	of	
repentance.”	
		
		
Chrysostom:	“And	elsewhere	too	he	says,	John	verily	preached	a	baptism	of	repentance,	
(he	says	not	of	remission,)	that	they	should	believe	in	Him	that	should	come	after	him.	
(Acts	19:4)	For	when	the	sacrifice	was	not	yet	offered	(Christ	upon	the	Cross),	neither	
had	the	spirit	yet	come	down,	nor	sin	was	put	away,	nor	the	enmity	removed,	nor	the	
curse	destroyed…”	
		
“The	Kingdom	of	the	Heavens”	
“The	plural	is	given	which,	in	general,	is	used	to	describe	the	divine	realm	or	sphere	of	



God’s	particular	presence—not	that	God	is	contained—and	manifestations,	and	also	the	
abode	of	angels	and	the	righteous	(i.e.,	“the	kingdom	of	the	heavens”	[cf.	Mt.	3:2,	5:3]).	
There	are	some	exceptions,	such	as:	“Be	treasuring	up	for	yourselves	treasures	in	
heaven	[Mt.	6:20]”;	“They...are	as	the	angels	of	God	in	heaven	[Mt.	22:30]”;	and,	“The	
baptism	of	John,	was	it	from	heaven	or	from	men	[Lk.	20:4]?”	The	singular,	however,	
with	or	without	the	Greek	article,	“the	heaven”	or	“the	sky”	(oJ	oujranov~),	is	generally	
the	expanse	of	space,	surrounding	the	earth,	which	is	also	known	as	“the	firmament.”	
		
The	Church	as	the	presence	of	the	Kingdom	of	the	Heavens	
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“Why	is	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	likened	to	the	foolish	
virgins	as	well	(Matt	25)?	We	must	be	aware	that	often	in	the	sacred	Scriptures	the	
Church	of	the	present	time	is	called	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens...And	because	in	the	
Church	the	wicked	are	mingled	with	the	good,	and	the	condemned	with	the	elect,	it	can	
be	said	to	be	like	wise	and	foolish	virgins…”	
		
Faith	as	the	condition	for	receiving	the	Kingdom	of	the	Haveans	
Saint	Ambrose:	“I	recall	that	a	grain	of	mustard	seed	is	singled	out	in	another	passage	
where	it	is	likened	to	faith	[cf.	Mt.	17:20,	Lk.	17:6].	Therefore,	if	the	kingdom	of	God	is	as	
a	grain	of	mustard	seed	and	faith	is	as	a	grain	of	mustard	seed,	surely	faith	is	the	
kingdom	of	the	heavens	and	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	faith....Now	the	mustard	
seed	is	a	simple	and	worthless	thing.	Once	it	is	bruised,	it	sheds	its	strength.	Faith,	too,	
seems	simple	at	first,	but	if	it	is	bruised	in	adversity,	it	spreads	the	grace	of	its	virtue,	so	
that	it	fills	with	its	fragrance	also	others	who	hear	it	or	read	it.”			
		
Faith	is	tested	and	perfected	through	temptations	and	trials	
Saint	Kyril:	“Therefore,	whosoever	is	a	hearer	and	lover	of	the	sacred	message	taketh	it	
by	force,	by	which	is	meant,	that	he	uses	all	his	earnestness	and	all	his	strength	in	his	
desire	to	enter	within	the	hope.	For	He	says,	‘The	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	being	taken	
by	force	(biavzetai),	and	the	forceful	(biastai;)	seize	it	[Mt.	11:12].’”	[Ib.,	448.]	
		
The	Kingdom	of	the	Heavens	is	within	you	(Luke	17:21)	
Saint	Kyril:	“Ask	not,	He	says,	about	the	times	in	which	the	season	of	the	kingdom	of	the	
heavens	shall	again	arise;	but	rather	be	in	earnest	that	you	may	be	found	worthy	of	it,	
for	it	is	within	you,	that	is,	it	depends	upon	your	own	wills,	and	is	in	your	own	power,	
whether	or	not	you	receive	it.	For	everyone	who	has	attained	to	justification	by	means	
of	faith	in	Christ	and	is	adorned	by	all	virtue,	is	counted	worthy	of	the	kingdom	of	the	
heavens.”	[Hom.	117,	Commentary,	Ch.	17,	468.]	
		
Worship	&	the	Proclamation	of	the	Kingdom	of	the	Heavens	
Saint	Kyril:	“For	it	is	His	custom	to	give	the	name	of	‘the	kingdom	of	God’	to	justification	
by	faith,	to	the	cleansing	that	is	by	holy	Baptism	and	the	participation	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	
and	to	the	offering	of	spiritual	service,	now	rendered	possible	by	the	entering	in	of	the	
Gospel	laws.	But	these	things	are	the	means	of	our	being	made	partakers	of	the	
promises,	and	of	our	reigning	together	with	Christ.	He	says,	‘In	no	wise	will	I	eat	of	it	any	



more’(Lk	22:16)…—‘until	it	be	fulfilled	in	the	kingdom	of	God’;	that	is,	until	the	time	has	
appeared	in	which	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	preached.	For	this	is	fulfilled	in	us,	
who	honor	the	worship	that	is	superior	to	the	law,	even	the	true	Pascha.	Nor	is	it	a	lamb	
of	the	flock	which	sanctifies	those	who	are	in	Christ,	but	Himself	rather,	being	made	a	
holy	sacrifice	for	us,	by	the	sacred	bloodless	offerings	(Eucharist),	and	the	mystical	giving	
of	thanks,	in	which	we	are	blessed	and	quickened	with	life.”	[Ib.,	566.]		


