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						1And	in	the	course	of	that	day,	Jesus,	having	gone	out	of	the	house,	was	sitting	by	
the	 sea.	 2And	great	 crowds	were	gathered	 together	before	Him,	 so	 that	He	 stepped	
into	the	ship	and	sat;	and	the	whole	crowd	was	standing	on	the	seashore.	
Chrysostom:	“And	yet	on	the	mount,	we	know,	He	did	no	such	thing,	neither	did	He	
weave	His	discourse	with	so	many	parables,	for	then	there	were	multitudes	only,	and	a	
simple	people;	but	here	are	also	Scribes	and	Pharisees	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
	

3And	He	spoke	many	things	to	them	in	parables,	saying,	
Chrysostom:	“…that	He	may	also	make	His	discourse	more	vivid,	and	fix	the	memory	of	
it	in	them	more	perfectly,	and	bring	the	things	before	their	sight.	In	like	manner	do	the	
prophets	also	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
	
“Behold,	the	one	who	sows	went	out	to	sow.	
Chrysostom:	“And	why	did	he	come	forth?	…to	till	and	tend	it,	and	to	sow	the	word	of	
godliness.	For	by	seed	here	He	means	His	doctrine,	and	by	land,	the	souls	of	men,	and	
by	the	sower,	Himself	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
	

4“And	as	he	was	sowing,	some	seeds	indeed	fell	by	the	wayside,	and	the	birds	came	
and	devoured	them.	5“And	other	seed	fell	upon	the	rocky	places,	where	it	had	not	
much	earth;	and	straightway	it	sprang	up,	because	it	had	no	depth	of	earth.	6“But	
after	the	sun	rose,	it	was	scorched;	and	because	it	had	no	root,	it	was	dried	up.	7“And	
other	seed	fell	upon	the	thorns;	and	the	thorns	shot	up,	and	choked	them.	8“But	other	
seed	fell	upon	the	good	ground,	and	it	kept	on	yielding	fruit:	some	indeed	a	
hundredfold,	but	some	sixty,	and	some	thirty.	9“The	one	who	hath	ears	to	hear,	let	
him	hear.”			
	
We	create	our	own	condition	(soul)	
Chrysostom:	“And	wherefore	does	He	not	say,	some	the	careless	received,	and	lost	it;	
some	the	rich,	and	choked	it,	and	some	the	superficial,	and	betrayed	it?	It	is	not	His	will	
to	rebuke	them	severely,	lest	He	should	cast	them	into	despair,	but	He	leaves	the	
reproof	to	the	conscience	of	His	hearers	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
	
One	out	of	four	responds	positively	
Chrysostom:	“But	this	parable	He	speaks,	as	anointing	His	disciples,	and	to	teach	them,	
that	even	though	the	lost	be	more	than	such	as	receive	the	word	yet	they	are	not	to	
despond.	For	this	was	the	ease	even	with	their	Lord,	and	He	who	fully	foreknew	that	
these	things	should	be,	did	not	desist	from	sowing	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
Chrysostom:	“In	order	then	that	none	of	these	things	may	befall	us,	let	us	by	zeal	and	



continual	remembrance	cover	up	the	things	that	are	told	us.	For	though	the	devil	do	
catch	them	away,	yet	it	rests	with	us,	whether	they	be	caught	away…Let	us	not	then	
blame	the	things,	but	the	corrupt	mind.	For	it	is	possible	to	be	rich	and	not	to	be	
deceived;	and	to	be	in	this	world,	and	not	to	be	choked	with	its	cares.	For	indeed	riches	
have	two	contrary	disadvantages;	one,	care,	wearing	us	out,	and	bringing	a	darkness	
over	us;	the	other,	luxury,	making	us	overly	refined	(Homily	44	on	Matthew).”	
	

10And	the	disciples	came	to	Him	and	said	to	Him,	“Why	speak	to	them	in	parables?”	
11And	He	answered	and	said	to	them,	“Because	it	has	been	given	to	you	to	know	the	
mysteries	of	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens,	but	to	them	it	has	not	been	given.	
		
Chrysostom:	“this	He	said,	not	bringing	in	necessity,	or	any	allotment	made	causelessly	
and	at	random,	but	implying	them	to	be	the	authors	of	all	their	own	evils,	and	wishing	
to	represent	that	the	thing	is	a	gift,	and	a	grace	bestowed	from	above.	It	by	no	means	
follows,	however,	because	it	is	a	gift	that	therefore	free	will	is	taken	away;	and	this	is	
evident	from	what	comes	after.	To	this	purpose,	in	order	that	neither	the	one	sort	may	
despair,	nor	the	other	grow	careless,	upon	being	told	that	"it	is	given,"	He	signifies	the	
beginning	to	be	with	ourselves	(Homily	45	on	Matthew).”	
	

12“For	whosoever	has,	to	him	it	shall	be	given,	and	he	shall	be	made	to	abound;	but	
whosoever	hath	not,	even	what	he	hath	shall	be	taken	from	him.	
Chrysostom:	“For	what	He	says	is	like	this:	When	any	one	has	forwardness	and	zeal,	
there	shall	be	given	unto	him	all	things	on	God's	part	also:	but	if	he	be	void	of	these,	and	
contribute	not	his	own	share,	neither	are	God's	gifts	bestowed.	For	even	"what	he	
seems	to	have,"	so	He	says,	"shall	be	taken	away	from	him;"	God	not	so	much	taking	it	
away,	as	counting	him	unworthy	of	His	gifts.	This	we	also	do;	when	we	see	any	one	
listening	carelessly,	and	when	with	much	entreaty	we	cannot	persuade	him	to	attend,	it	
remains	for	us	to	be	silent.	For	if	we	are	still	to	go	on,	his	carelessness	is	aggravated.	But	
him	that	is	striving	to	learn,	we	lead	on,	and	pour	in	much.	(Homily	45	on	Matthew).”	
	

13“On	account	of	this	I	speak	to	them	in	parables,	because	seeing	they	see	not,	and	
hearing	they	hear	not,	nor	do	they	understand.	14“And	in	them	is	being	fulfilled	the	
prophecy	of	Isaiah,	which	said,	‘In	hearing	you	shall	hear,	and	in	no	wise	shall	
understand;	and	seeing	you	shall	see,	and	in	no	wise	shall	perceive.	15“‘For	the	heart	
of	this	people	was	made	fat;	and	with	their	ears	they	heard	heavily;	and	their	eyes	
they	closed,	lest	they	should	see	with	their	eyes	and	hear	with	their	ears,	and	should	
understand	with	their	heart	and	be	converted;	and	I	shall	heal	them.’	16“But	blessed	
are	your	eyes	for	they	see,	and	your	ears	for	they	hear.	17“For	verily	I	say	to	you	that	
many	prophets	and	righteous	ones	desired	to	see	what	you	see,	and	saw	not,	and	to	
hear	what	you	hear,	and	heard	not.			[Mt.	13:10-17]	
Voluntary	Blindness	
Chrysostom:	"It	would	be	right	then,"	one	may	say,	"to	have	opened	their	eyes,	if	they	
cannot	see."	No,	if	the	blindness	were	natural,	it	would	be	right	to	open	them;	but	
because	it	was	a	voluntary	and	self-chosen	blindness,	therefore	He	said	not	simply,	



"They	see	not,"	but,	"seeing,	they	see	not;"	so	that	the	blindness	is	of	their	own	
wickedness.	For	they	saw	even	devils	cast	out,	and	said,	"By	Beelzebub,	prince	of	the	
devils,	He	casts	out	the	devils."	Matthew	12:14,	(Homily	45	on	Matthew).”	
	
It	is	not	given	to	those	who	cannot	receive	it	because	of	their	sin	
Chrysostom:	“…implying	that	both	their	conversion	was	possible,	and	that	upon	their	
repentance	they	might	be	saved,	and	that	not	for	His	own	glory,	but	for	their	salvation,	
He	was	doing	all	things.	For	if	it	had	not	been	His	will	that	they	should	hear	and	be	
saved,	He	ought	to	have	been	silent,	not	to	have	spoken	in	parables;	but	now	by	this	
very	thing	He	stirs	them	up,	even	by	speaking	under	a	veil.	"For	God	wills	not	the	death	
of	the	sinner,	but	that	he	should	turn	unto	Him	and	live."	(Homily	45	on	Matthew).”	
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18“Hear	therefore	the	parable	of	the	sower:	19“When	anyone	hears	the	word	of	the	
kingdom,	and	understands	it	not,	the	evil	one	comes	and	seizes	that	which	has	been	
sown	in	his	heart.	This	is	the	one	who	was	sown	by	the	wayside.	
Ignorance	–	not	following	the	Way	of	Christ,	an	unrepentant	heart	
Theophylact:	“He	urges	us	to	understand	what	is	spoken	by	those	who	teach,	lest	we	
too	be	like	those	by	the	way	side.	For	it	may	be	said,	since	Christ	is	the	way,	those	who	
are	outside	of	Christ	are	by	the	way	side.”	
7This	I	say,	therefore,	and	testify	in	the	Lord:	you	are	no	longer	to	walk	even	as	also	the	
rest	 of	 the	 nations	 walk,	 in	 the	 vanity	 of	 their	 mind,	 18who	 have	 been	 darkened	 in	
thought	and	alienated	from	the	life	of	God,	because	of	the	ignorance	which	is	in	them,	
because	 of	 the	 hardness	 of	 their	 heart;	 19who,	 having	 become	 insensible,	 gave	
themselves	 up	 to	 licentiousness,	 for	 the	 working	 of	 all	 uncleanness	 with	 greediness.	
20But	you	have	not	thus	learned	the	Christ—	21if	indeed	you	heard	Him	and	were	taught	
in	Him,	as	truth	is	in	Jesus:	22to	put	off	from	yourselves	the	old	man,	with	respect	to	the	
former	manner	 of	 life,	who	 is	 being	 corrupted	 according	 to	 the	desires	 of	 the	deceit,	
23and	 to	 be	 renewed	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 your	mind,	 24and	 to	 put	 on	 the	 new	man,	who,	
according	to	God,	was	created	in	righteousness	and	holiness	of	the	truth.		[Eph.	4:17-24]	
	
20“But	 the	one	who	was	sown	upon	the	rocky	places,	 this	 is	 the	one	who	hears	 the	
word	 and	 straightway	 with	 joy	 receives	 it,	 21“but	 has	 no	 root	 in	 himself,	 but	 is	
temporary.	 And	 after	 affliction	 or	 persecution	 arises	 on	 account	 of	 the	 word,	
straightway	he	is	made	to	stumble	(caught	in	a	snare).	
Deliver	 us	 from	 temptation	 –	 Do	 not	 let	 me	 fall,	 surrender	 when	 tried,	 tested	 or	
tempted	(Fr.	Hopko)	
Theophylact:	“He	speaks	of	tribulation	because	there	are	many	who,	when	they	are	
hard-pressed	(afflicted)	by	their	parents,	or	by	some	misfortune,	immediately	
blaspheme.	And	of	persecution,	on	account	of	those	who	fall	into	the	hands	of	tyrants.”	



For	 our	 deliverance	 from	 all	 affliction,	 wrath,	 danger,	 and	 distress,	 let	 us	 pray	 to	 the	
Lord.	
Ὑπὲρ	τοῦ	ρυσθῆναι	ἡμᾶς	ἀπὸ	πάσης	θλίψεως,	ὀργῆς,	κινδύνου	καὶ	ἀνάγκης,	τοῦ	
Κυρίου	δεηθῶμεν.	
	
Affliction	-		thlípsis	–	properly,	pressure	(what	constricts	or	rubs	together),	used	of	a	
narrow	place	that	"hems	someone	in";	tribulation,	especially	internal	pressure	that	
causes	someone	to	feel	confined	(restricted,	"without	options").	
3And	not	only	so,	but	we	boast	in	afflictions	also,	knowing	that	the	affliction	works	out	
patience;	4and	patience,	a	tested	character;	and	a	tested	character,	hope.	5And	the	hope	
doth	not	put	to	shame,	for	the	love	of	God	has	been	poured	out	in	our	hearts	through	
the	Holy	Spirit	Who	was	given	to	us.			[Rom.	5:3-5]	
5Who	 shall	 separate	 us	 from	 the	 love	 of	 Christ?	 Shall	 affliction,	 or	 distress,	 or	
persecution,	or	famine,	or	nakedness,	or	danger,	or	sword?			[Rom.	8:35]	
	

22“And	the	one	who	was	sown	among	the	thorns,	this	is	the	one	who	hears	the	word,	
and	the	care	of	this	age	and	the	deceit	of	wealth	together	choke	the	word,	and	he	
becomes	unfruitful.	
Theophylact:	“He	did	not	say	this	world	chokes,	but	the	care	of	this	world.	He	did	not	
say	wealth	chokes,	but	the	deceit	of	wealth.	For	wealth	when	it	is	distributed	does	not	
choke	the	word,	but	instead	makes	it	grow.	The	thorns	are	cares	and	pleasures	for	they	
kindle	the	flame	of	desire.	And	just	as	the	thorn	is	sharp	and	pierces	the	body	and	is	
removed	with	difficulty,	so	also	with	pleasure,	once	it	takes	hold	of	the	soul,	it	enters	it	
and	is	eradicated	only	with	difficulty.”	
Saint	Kyril:	“For	the	one	who	casts	his	seed	into	ground	fertile	in	thorns	and	fruitful	in	
briars,	the	loss	is	double:	first,	of	the	seed,	and	also	of	his	trouble.	In	order,	therefore,	
that	the	divine	seed	may	blossom	well	in	us,	let	us	first	cast	out	of	the	mind	worldly	
cares,	and	the	unprofitable	anxiety	which	makes	us	seek	to	be	rich.”	
Let	us	lay	aside	all	cares	of	this	life	that	we	may	receive	the	King	of	all	(Liturgy	of	
Chrysostom)	
	

23“But	the	one	who	was	sown	on	the	good	ground,	this	is	the	one	who	hears	and	
understands	the	word,	who	truly	bears	fruit	and	produces:	some	indeed	a	hundred,	
but	some	sixty,	and	some	thirty.”	
Putting	things	together	–	“connecting	the	dots”	
Understanding	 -	 syníēmi	 (from	 4862	 /sýn,	 "together	with"	 and	 hiēmi,	 "put,	 send")	 –	
properly,	put	together,	i.e.	join	facts	(ideas)	into	a	comprehensive	(inter-locking)	whole;	
synthesize.	
1For	I	wish	you	to	know	how	great	a	struggle	I	have	for	you,	and	for	those	in	Laodicea,	
and	 for	 as	 many	 as	 have	 not	 seen	 my	 face	 in	 the	 flesh,	 2that	 their	 hearts	 might	 be	
comforted,	having	been	knit	together	in	love	and	unto	all	wealth	of	the	full	assurance	of	
understanding,	 to	 a	 full	 knowledge	of	 the	mystery	of	 the	God	and	 Father,	 and	of	 the	
Christ,	3in	Whom	are	hid	all	the	treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.			[Col.	2:1-3]	
	



Understanding	is	a	matter	of	faith	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“‘I	struggle,’	he	says.	In	order	that	what	might	happen?	That	they	be	
knit	together.	What	he	means	is	something	like	this:	that	they	may	stand	firm	in	the	
faith…That	is,	that	they	may	doubt	nothing,	that	they	may	be	fully	assured	of	all	things.	
But	I	meant	full	assurance	which	is	by	faith,	for	there	is	a	full	assurance	which	is	
concluded	by	means	of	reasoning,	but	this	is	not	worthy	of	discourse...Now	he	speaks	
of	faith,...that	with	understanding	and	love,	that	they	may	know	the	mystery....”	[Hom.	
5,	P.G.	62:	360	(col.	334).]	
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24Another	parable	He	put	forth	to	them,	saying,	“The	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	
likened	to	a	man	sowing	good	seed	in	his	field;	25“but	while	the	men	were	sleeping,	his	
enemy	came	and	sowed	darnel	(spurious	wheat,	darnel	i.e.	“false	grain”;	a	plant	that	
grows	in	Palestine	which	resembles	wheat	in	many	ways	but	is	worthless.)	in	the	
midst	of	the	wheat,	and	went	away.	
Parable	of	the	Weeds	(heritics)	
Chrysostom:	“What	is	the	difference	between	this,	and	the	parable	before	it?	There	He	
speaks	of	them	that	have	not	at	all	stayed	with	Him,	but	have	started	aside,	and	have	
thrown	away	the	seed;	but	here	He	means	the	societies	of	the	heretics...	The	former	
parable	then	means	their	not	receiving	Him;	this,	their	receiving	corrupters.	For	indeed	
this	also	is	a	part	of	the	devil's	craft,	by	the	side	of	the	truth	always	to	bring	in	error,	
painting	many	similarities,	so	as	easily	to	fraud	the	deceivable.	Therefore	He	calls	it	not	
any	other	seed,	but	tares;	which	in	appearance	are	somewhat	like	wheat.	(Matthew	
Homily	45).”	
	
Sleeping	–	spiritual	indifference/sloth	
Chrysostom:	“It	is	no	small	danger,	which	He	hereby	suspends	over	our	bishops,	to	
whom	especially	is	entrusted	the	keeping	of	the	field;	and	not	the	bishops	only,	but	the	
subjects	too…	And	these	things	Christ	says,	instructing	us	to	be	always	wakeful.	For,	says	
He,	though	you	quite	escape	those	harms,	there	is	yet	another	harm.	For	as	in	those	
instances	"the	wayside,"	and	"the	rock,"	and	"the	thorns,"	so	here	again	sleep	occasions	
our	ruin;	so	that	there	is	need	of	continual	watchfulness.	Wherefore	He	also	said,	"He	
that	endures	to	the	end,	the	same	shall	be	saved."	Matthew	10:22,…Wherefore	Paul	
also	said,	"Watch	and	stand	fast	in	the	faith."	1	Corinthians	16:13,	(Matthew	Homily	
45).”	
	

26“But	when	the	crop	sprouted	and	produced	fruit,	then	the	darnel	appeared	also.	
Chrysostom	“…which	kind	of	thing	these	men	also	do.	For	at	the	beginning	they	disguise	
themselves;	but	when	they	have	gained	much	confidence,	and	someone	imparts	to	
them	the	teaching	of	the	word,	then	they	pour	out	their	poison.	(Matthew,	Homily	45)	



	

27“And	the	slaves	of	the	master	of	the	house	said	to	him,	‘Sir,	you	did	sow	good	seed	
in	your	field,	did	you	not?	From	what	place	then	has	it	the	darnel?’	28“And	he	said	to	
them,	‘An	enemy,	a	man,	did	this.’	
Chrysostom:	“And	He	calls	him	an	enemy,	because	of	his	harm	done	to	men.	For	
although	the	despite	is	against	us,	in	its	origin	it	sprang	from	his	enmity,	not	to	us,	but	to	
God.	Whence	it	is	manifest,	that	God	loves	us	more	than	we	love	ourselves.	And	see	
from	another	thing	also,	the	malicious	craft	of	the	devil.	For	he	did	not	sow	before	this,	
because	he	had	nothing	to	destroy,	but	when	all	had	been	fulfilled,	that	he	might	defeat	
the	diligence	of	the	Vinedresser	(God);	in	such	enmity	against	Him	did	he	constantly	act.	
(Matthew,	Homily	45)	
	
And	 the	 slaves	 said	 to	 him,	 ‘Do	 you	 wish	 then	 that	 we	 go	 forth	 and	 gather	 them	
together?’	29“But	he	said,	 ‘No,	 lest	while	you	gather	together	the	darnel,	you	should	
root	out	the	wheat	with	them.	30“‘Let	both	grow	together	until	the	harvest;	and	in	the	
time	of	the	harvest	I	will	say	to	the	reapers,	“Gather	together	first	the	darnel	and	bind	
them	 into	bundles	 in	 order	 to	 completely	 burn	 them;	but	 bring	 together	 the	wheat	
into	my	storehouse.”’”			
	
God	allows	the	weeds	to	grow	alongside	the	wheat	
Chrysostom:	“And	this	He	said,	to	hinder	wars	from	arising,	and	blood	and	slaughter.	For	
it	is	not	right	to	put	a	heretic	to	death,	since	an	implacable	war	would	be	brought	into	
the	world.	By	these	two	reasons	then	He	restrains	them;	one,	that	the	wheat	be	not	
hurt;	another,	that	punishment	will	surely	overtake	them,	if	incurably	diseased.	
Wherefore,	if	you	would	have	them	punished,	yet	without	harm	to	the	wheat,	I	bid	you	
wait	for	the	proper	season.	
	
The	correction	of	those	in	error	
Ezekiel	18:23:	Have	I	any	pleasure	at	all	that	the	wicked	should	die?	said	the	Lord	GOD:	
and	not	that	he	should	return	from	his	ways,	and	live?	
Chrysostom:	“…the	very	tares	it	is	likely	that	many	may	change	and	become	wheat.	If	
therefore	ye	root	them	up	beforehand,	you	injure	that	which	is	to	become	wheat,	
slaying	some,	in	whom	there	is	yet	room	for	change…He	does	not	therefore	forbid	our	
checking	heretics,	and	stopping	their	mouths…(Matthew	45).”	
12“Whose	winnowing	fan	is	in	His	hand,	and	He	will	thoroughly	purge	His	threshing	floor,	
and	will	 gather	His	wheat	 into	 the	 storehouse,	 but	 the	 chaff	 He	will	 burn	 completely	
with	fire	unquenchable.”		[Mt.	3:12]	
31He	set	before	them	another	parable,	saying,	“The	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	a	
grain	of	mustard,	which	a	man	took	and	sowed	in	his	field,	32“which	indeed	is	the	
smallest	of	all	the	seeds;	but	whenever	it	is	grown,	it	is	the	greatest	of	all	the	herbs,	
and	does	become	a	tree,	so	that	the	birds	of	the	heaven	come	and	settle	in	its	
branches.”			[Mt.	13:31,32]	
Chrysostom:	“Thus	He	meant	to	set	forth	the	most	decisive	sign	of	its	greatness.	‘Even	
so	then	shall	it	be	with	respect	to	the	gospel	too,’	says	He.	Yea,	for	His	disciples	were	



weakest	of	all,	and	least	of	all;	but	nevertheless,	because	of	the	great	power	that	was	in	
them,	It	has	been	unfolded	in	every	part	of	the	world.	(Matthew,	Homily	45.).”	
	

33He	spoke	another	parable	to	them:	“The	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	leaven,	
which	a	woman	took	and	hid	in	three	measures	of	wheat	meal	until	the	whole	was	
leavened.”		[Mt.	13:33]	
Chrysostom:	“For	say	not	this	to	me:	"What	shall	we	be	able	to	do,	twelve	men,	
throwing	ourselves	upon	so	vast	a	multitude?"	Nay,	for	this	very	thing	most	of	all	makes	
your	might	uncovered,	that	you	mix	with	the	multitude	and	are	not	put	to	flight.	As	
therefore	the	leaven	then	leavens	the	lump	when	it	comes	close	to	the	meal,	and	not	
simply	close,	but	so	as	to	be	actually	mixed	with	it;	so	also	you,	when	you	cleave	to	your	
enemies,	and	are	made	one	with	them,	then	shall	you	get	the	better	of	them.	(Matthew	
Homily	45).”	
	
Why	are	we	who	our	thousands	not	as	effective	of	the	12	who	evangelized	the	whole	
world?	
Chrysostom:	“And	what	can	it	be	then,	he	will	say,	that	showed	them	great?	Their	
contempt	of	wealth,	their	despising	glory,	their	freedom	from	worldly	things.	Since	
surely,	had	they	wanted	these	qualities,	and	been	slaves	of	their	passions,	though	they	
had	raised	ten	thousand	dead,	so	far	from	doing	any	good,	they	would	even	have	been	
accounted	deceivers.	Thus	it	is	their	life,	so	bright	on	all	sides,	which	also	draws	down	
the	grace	of	the	Spirit.	(Matthew	Homily	45).”	
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			Matthew	CHAPTER	13:44-52	
The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
	

44“Again,	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	treasure	which	has	been	hidden	in	the	
field,	which,	after	a	man	found,	he	hid	(it);	and	for	the	joy	of	it,	he	goes	and	sells	all	
things,	as	much	as	he	has,	and	buys	that	field.	
Origen:	He	sees	the	field	as	Christ	or	the	scriptures	and	finds	this	hidden	treasure	of	
wisdom	in	them.	In	order	to	have	possession	of	this	treasure	he	must	buy	the	field	which	
produced	the	treasure.	“Those	who	give	up	all	things	and	follow	him	have,	as	it	were	in	
another	way,	sold	their	possessions.	Thus	by	having	sold	and	surrendered	them	and	
having	received	in	their	place	a	noble	resolution	from	God	their	helper,	they	may	
purchase,	at	a	great	cost	worthy	of	the	field,	the	field	containing	the	hidden	treasure.	
(Matthew	10:6).”	
	
Hilary:	He	points	out	that	the	treasure	was	hidden	once	it	was	found	so	no	one	else	
would	take	it	away;	he	could	have	removed	the	treasure	from	the	field	and	would	not	
had	to	buy	the	field.	“Thus	the	treasure	was	hidden	because	it	was	necessary	to	buy	the	
field,	signifying	Christ	in	the	flesh…the	power	to	use	and	own	this	treasure	comes	with	a	
price,	for	heavenly	riches	are	not	possessed	without	worldly	loss.	(On	Matthew	13:7).”	



Gregory	the	Great:	He	sees	the	hiding	or	protecting	of	the	treasure	in	the	ground	
indicating	that	our	pursuit	of	heavenly	delight	(joy)	must	be	guarded	from	human	praise.	
Those	who	carry	their	treasure	openly,	seeking	attention	are	subject	to	being	robbed	by	
wicked	spirits.	“We	must	let	our	work	be	done	in	the	open	in	such	a	way	that	our	
intention	remains	secret…by	which	we	seek	to	please	God	alone…	(40	Gospel	Homilies	
11:1)	
“The	treasure	is	heavenly	delight	(JOY)	and	the	field	in	which	the	treasure	is	hidden	is	
the	discipline	of	the	pursuit	of	heaven.	One	who	renounces	the	pleasures	of	the	body	
and	conquers	all	earthly	desires	by	observing	the	heavenly	discipline…is	truly	the	one	
who	sells	everything	and	buys	the	field	(40	Gospel	Homilies	11:1).”	
The	difference	between	happiness	and	joy	is	happiness	is	following	one’s	own	desires	
and	joy	come	by	seeking	to	please	God	and	His	will.	
		
45“Again,	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	a	man,	a	merchant,	seeking	beautiful	
pearls,	46“who,	after	he	found	one	very	precious	pearl,	went	away	and	sold	all	things,	
as	much	as	he	had,	and	bought	it.	
Theodore	of	Mopsuestia:	“Such	for	instance	was	Paul,	who	has	displayed	a	great	deal	of	
zeal	for	the	law,	but	who,	when	he	came	to	see	the	greatness	of	the	gospel,	disdained	
everything	having	to	do	with	the	law.	He	himself	says,	“but	what	things	were	gain	to	me,	
those	I	counted	as	loss	for	the	sake	of	Christ	(Phil	3:7).”	And	again,	“I	count	all	things	but	
loss,	as	count	them	as	dung,	that	I	may	win	Christ”	(Phil	3:8).	He	seems	to	have	said	this	
both	on	account	of	those	Greeks	who	were	devoted	to	religion	and,	again,	on	account	of	
the	Jews.	(	Fragment	75).”	
	

47“Again	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	a	dragnet	which	was	cast	into	the	sea	and	
brought	together	of	every	kind,	48“which,	when	it	was	full,	they	drew	up	on	the	shore;	
and	they	sat	down	and	gathered	together	the	good	into	vessels,	but	the	rotten	they	
cast	out.	
Origen:	“…every	kind	embraces	both	those	worthy	of	praise	and	those	worthy	of	blame	
in	respect	of	their	inclinations	towards	the	forms	of	virtues	or	of	vices.	(Matthew	
10:12)”	
	
Chrysostom:	“these	for	wickedness	of	life;	who	are	the	most	wretched	of	all,	having	
attained	to	His	knowledge,	and	being	caught,	but	not	even	so	capable	of	being	saved	
(Homily	47).”	
	
Gregory	the	Great:	“…just	as	the	sea	signifies	this	preset	age,	so	the	shore	signifies	its	
end…some	fish	when	caught,	cannot	be	changed.	Other	of	us	who	were	caught	while	we	
are	wicked	can	become	changed	for	the	better.	Let	us	bear	this	in	mind	as	we	are	in	the	
process	of	being	caught,	lest	we	be	thrown	aside	on	shore.	(40	Gospel	homilies	11.4).”	
	

49“Thus	shall	it	be	in	the	consummation	of	the	age:	the	angels	shall	go	forth,	and	shall	
separate	the	evil	from	the	midst	of	the	righteous,	50“and	shall	cast	them	into	the	
furnace	of	the	fire.	There	shall	be	there	the	weeping	and	the	gnashing	of	the	teeth.”	



51Jesus	said	to	them,	“Did	you	understand	all	these	things?”	They	say	to	Him,	“Yes,	
Lord.”	52And	He	said	to	them,	“On	this	account	every	scribe	(wise	person)	who	was	
instructed	into	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	like	a	man	that	is	a	master	of	a	house,	
who	puts	forth	out	of	his	treasure	things	new	and	old	(testament)”	
Chrysostom:	“Let	us	then	hear,	as	many	of	us	as	neglect	the	reading	of	the	Scriptures,	to	
what	harm	we	are	subjecting	ourselves,	to	what	poverty.	For	when	are	we	to	apply	
ourselves	to	the	real	practice	of	virtue,	who	do	not	so	much	as	know	the	very	laws	
according	to	which	our	practice	should	be	guided?	But	while	the	rich,	those	who	are	
mad	about	wealth,	are	constantly	shaking	out	their	garments,	that	they	may	not	
become	moth-eaten;	do	you,	seeing	forgetfulness	worse	than	any	moth	wasting	your	
soul,	neglect	conversing	with	books?	Do	you	not	thrust	away	from	you	the	pest,	adorn	
your	soul,	look	continually	upon	the	image	of	virtue,	and	acquaint	yourself	with	her	
members	and	her	head?	For	she	too	has	a	head	and	members	more	seemly	than	any	
graceful	and	beautiful	body.	(Homily	47	Matthew).”	


