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	Matthew	CHAPTER	12:1-10	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
1At	that	time,	on	the	sabbath,	Jesus	went	through	the	sown	fields;	and	His	disciples	
hungered,	and	began	to	pluck	the	ears	of	grain	and	to	eat.	
Chrysostom:	“How	could	he	who	foreknew	all	things	be	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	
this	action,	unless	it	had	been	his	will	that	the	Sabbath	law	had	to	be	reinterpreted?...He	
never	broke	the	law	without	adequate	cause,	and	always	giving	a	reasonable	
justification.	His	purpose	was	to	bring	the	old	law	to	an	end…His	appeal	is	to	the	
necessity	of	nature	in	this	case,	since	his	disciples	were	hingry.	(Homily	39	on	Matthew)	
Saint	Gregory	Palamas:	“They	had	not	yet	experienced	the	true	Sabbath,	nor	did	they	
yet	understand	that	exceedingly	blessed	Sabbath	that	transports	us	from	the	confines	of	
Hades	to	the	perfection	of	the	bright	and	divine	heights	of	heaven.”	
	

2But	after	the	Pharisees	saw	it,	they	said	to	Him,	“Behold,	Thy	disciples	are	doing	what	
is	not	lawful	to	do	on	a	sabbath.”	
St.	Cyril	of	Alexandria:	“…where	they	see	people	healed,	they	are	more	offended	than	
anyone	else.	In	this	way	they	are	enemies	of	humanities	salvation…but	tell	me,	O	
Pharisees,	when	you	have	set	the	Sabbath	table	for	yourself,	don’t	even	you	break	the	
bread?	(Fragment	152).”	
	

3But	He	said	to	them,	“Did	you	not	read	what	David	did	when	he	hungered	and	those	
with	him:	4“how	he	entered	into	the	house	of	God	and	ate	the	loaves	set	forth	before	
the	presence	of	God,	which	it	was	not	lawful	for	him	to	eat,	nor	for	those	with	him,	
but	for	the	priests	only?	
“…Ahimelech	judged	it	better	to	help	people	than	to	offer	sacrifice	to	God.	(Jerome).”	
	

5“Or	did	you	not	read	in	the	law	that	on	the	sabbath	days	the	priests	in	the	temple	
profane	the	sabbath,	and	are	guiltless?	6“But	I	say	to	you	that	something	greater	than	
the	temple	is	here.	7“But	if	you	had	known	what	this	is,	‘I	wish	mercy	and	not	
sacrifice,’	you	would	not	have	condemned	the	guiltless.	8“For	the	Son	of	Man	is	Lord	
also	of	the	sabbath.”	
“(Jesus)	he	concludes	something	more	decisive:	the	deed	in	this	case	is	no	sin	at	all!	This	
more	than	anything	was	a	sign	of	a	glorious	victory:	For	here	the	giver	of	the	Law	was	
overriding	the	Law	(Chrysostom,	Homily	39:2	on	Matthew).”	
	

8“For	the	Son	of	Man	is	Lord	also	of	the	sabbath.”	
“And	 He	 was	 saying	 to	 them,	 “The	 sabbath	 was	 made	 for	 man,	 not	 man	 for	 the	
sabbath.	“Therefore	the	Son	of	Man	is	Lord	also	of	the	sabbath.	(Mark	2:27-28).”	
Chrysostom:	On	the	Sabbath	(	Homily	39	on	Matthew)	
▪ It	made	them	gentle	towards	those	close	to	them	



▪ It	guided	them	towards	being	more	sympathetic	
▪ It	located	them	temporally	within	God's	providence	and	the	creation	(	Ezekiel	20:19-

20)	
▪ It	trained	them	by	degrees	to	abstain	from	eil,	and	disposed	them	to	listen	to	the	

things	of	the	Spirit.	
▪ "You	can	work	on	the	Sabbath,	but	just	do	good	works,	do	nothing	evil"	
▪ "You	must	do	no	work,	except	what	shall	be	done	for	your	life."	
	
I.		Saturday	is	a	Day	of	Feasting	and	Death	
The	Sabbath	is	a	feast:		"God	blessed	the	seventh	day	and	made	it	holy,	because	on	that	
day	he	had	rested	after	all	his	work	of	creating"	(Gen.	2:3	Jerusalem	Bible).	
Before	the	Christ	event:		"Keeping	the	Sabbath"	meant	enjoying	the	fruit	of	our	labor	on	
that	day	creation	and	life	was	to	be	celebrated	as	being	"very	good."	
After	the	Christ	event:		Saturday	for	the	Christians	became	the	"day	of	expectation"	of	
Christ’s	rising	from	the	dead.		On	this	Day,	Christ	rested	after	destroying	death	and	
establishing	his	Kingdom!		Sunday,	then,	becomes	the	first	day	of	new	creation,	the	"Day	
of	the	Lord"	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	on	Sunday:	"And	very	early	on	the	first	day	of	the	
week	they	went	to	the	tomb	when	the	sun	had	risen"	(Mark	16:2).		
*Note:		In	321,	Emperor	Constantine	made	Sunday	a	civil	day	of	rest.		The	common	
interpretation	from	this	is	that	Sunday	replaced	the	Sabbath.		The	liturgical	tradition	
reminds	us	of	the	forgotten	significance	of	Saturday	as	the	Day	of	expectation	of	the	
resurrection	and	the	establishment	of	the	Kingdom.	
The	Sabbath	is	a	Day	of	Death:	The	Saturday	of	Lazarus	assures	us	of	a	common	
resurrection,	and	Holy	Saturday	is	the	day	upon	which	death	is	transformed	into	life.		On	
Holy	Saturday,	death	becomes	a	"Passover"	into	"New	Life"	through	Christ.		The	priests	
wear	white	vestments.		It	is	not	a	day	of	mourning	but	a	day	of	hope	in	the	
resurrection.		On	the	Saturday	of	Lazarus,	he	(Lazarus)	is	resurrected	assuring	us	of	our	
future	hope.		
During	Lent	the	meaning	of	“Saturday”	acquires	a	special	intensity.	The	purpose	of	Lent	
is	precisely	to	recover	the	Christian	meaning	of	time	as	preparation;	pilgrimage;	and	of	
the	status	of	the	Christian	as	"alien"	and	"exile"	in	this	world"	(I	Peter	2:11)	(Great	Lent.	
p.	69).	
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	Matthew	CHAPTER	12:9-21	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
9And	having	passed	over	from	there,	He	went	into	their	synagogue.	
Saint	 Gregory	 the	 Great:	 “The	 figs	 which	 the	 Lord	 had	 sought	 were	 the	 fruit	 of	 the	
Synagogue,	which	had	the	leaves	of	the	law,	but	not	the	fruit	of	works.	For	the	Creator	
of	 all	 things	 could	not	 be	 ignorant	 that	 the	 fig	 tree	had	no	 fruit.	 That	was	 something	
anyone	 might	 know,	 since	 it	 was	 not	 the	 time	 of	 figs.”	 [“Epistle	 XXXIX,	 to	 Eulogius,	



Patriarch	of	Alexandria,”	in	Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	XIII:48.]	
	
10And	behold,	there	was	a	man	who	had	a	withered	hand.	
(3And	He	said	to	the	man	who	had	the	withered	hand,	“Arise	and	stand	in	the	
midst.”(Mark	&	Luke)	
Chrysostom:	“…that	by	the	sight	He	might	subdue	them;	that	overcome	by	the	spectacle	
they	might	cast	away	their	wickedness,	and	out	of	a	kind	of	shame	towards	the	man,	
cease	from	their	savage	ways.	But	they,	ungentle	and	inhuman,	choose	rather	to	hurt	
the	fame	of	Christ,	than	to	see	this	person	made	whole...	(Homily	40	on	Matthew).”	
	
Christ	was	healing	the	man	in	order	to	heal	the	hearts	of	the	Pharisees	
Chrysostom:	“But	nevertheless	none	of	these	things	made	them	(the	Pharisees)	meek;	
rather,	while	the	man	was	healed,	they	by	his	health	became	worse.	For	His	desire	
indeed	was	to	cure	them	before	him,	and	He	tried	innumerable	ways	of	healing,	both	by	
what	He	did	in	their	presence,	and	by	what	He	said:	but	since	their	malady	after	all	was	
incurable,	He	proceeded	to	the	work	(Homily	40	on	Matthew).”	
	
And	 they	 asked	Him,	 saying,	 “Is	 it	 lawful	 to	 cure	 on	 the	 sabbath	 days?”—that	 they	
might	accuse	Him.	11And	He	said	to	them,	“What	man	shall	there	be	among	you	who	
shall	have	one	sheep,	and	if	this	should	fall	into	a	pit	on	the	sabbath	days,	will	he	not	
lay	hold	of	it	and	raise	it	up?			
Theophylact:	“He	shows	that	for	love	of	money	and	so	not	to	lose	a	sheep	they	would	
set	aside	the	Sabbath,	but	they	could	not	tolerate	that	the	Sabbath	be	set	aside	so	that	a	
man	might	be	healed.	He	shows	that	they	were…despisers	of	God…without	mercy	they	
condemn	the	healing	of	a	man.”	
	

12“How	much	then	does	a	man	excel	a	sheep?	Therefore	it	is	lawful	on	the	sabbath	
days	to	do	well.”	13Then	He	said	to	the	man,	“Stretch	forth	your	hand”;	and	he	
stretched	it	forth;	and	it	was	restored	sound	as	the	other.	
Saint	Athanasios:	“In	effect	He	is	saying,	‘Rise	up	and	stand	in	their	midst.	Become	a	
marvel	to	those	who	see	you....Stretch	out	your	hand,	I	am	not	touching	thee	so	that	
they	may	not	bring	a	charge	against	Me.	I	am	speaking	with	a	speech	so	that	they	may	
not	think	that	touching	is	an	act	of	work.’...While	the	withered	hand	was	restored,	the	
withered	minds	of	the	onlookers	were	not.”	[Homilia	de	Semente	28;	Canon	of	Greek	
Authors	and	Works,	2035.069,	28.165.39-168.26;	cf.	P.G.	28:144-68,	in	Ancient	Christian	
Commentary	on	Scripture:	Mark,	II.39.]	
	
Saint	Ambrose:	“Christ	bedewed	with	salutary	strength	of	good	works	the	hand	which	
Adam	stretched	out	to	the	fruit	of	the	forbidden	tree	[Gen.	3:6],	so	that	the	hand	which	
had	withered	through	a	crime	was	healed	by	good	deeds.	Christ	thereby	rebukes	the	
Jews	who	violated	the	precepts	of	the	law	with	evil	interpretations—for	they	thought	
that	they	should	rest	even	from	good	works	on	the	sabbath—	since	the	law	prefigured	
in	the	present	the	form	of	the	future,	in	which	indeed	the	days	of	rest	from	evils,	not	
from	blessing,	would	come....Now	you	who	think	that	you	have	a	healthy	hand	beware,	



lest	it	is	withered	by	greed	or	by	sacrilege.”	[Ib.,	§§	39,	40.]	
	

14But	the	Pharisees,	having	gone	out,	held	a	council	against	Him,	how	they	might	
destroy	Him.	15Now	Jesus,	having	perceived	it,	withdrew	from	there.	And	great	crowds	
followed	Him,	and	He	cured	them	all.	
Chryostom:	“They	had	received	no	injury,	yet	they	went	about	to	slay	Him.	So	great	an	
evil	is	envy.	For	not	against	strangers	only,	but	even	against	our	own,	is	it	ever	warring.	
(Homily	40	on	Matthew).”	
	
16And	He	strictly	warned	them	that	they	should	not	make	Him	manifest,	17in	order	
that	what	was	spoken	through	Isaiah	the	prophet	might	be	fulfilled,	saying,	18“Behold,	
My	Servant	Whom	I	chose,	My	Beloved,	in	Whom	My	soul	is	well	pleased;	I	will	put	
My	Spirit	upon	Him,	and	He	shall	declare	judgment	(righteousness,	teaching,	Krisis)	to	
the	nations.	19“He	shall	not	strive	nor	cry	out,	nor	shall	anyone	hear	His	voice	in	the	
streets.	20“A	crushed	reed	He	shall	not	break	to	pieces,	and	a	smoking	flax	(Chrys.	Here	
he	sets	forth	both	their	anger	that	is	kindled,	and	His	might	that	is	able	to	put	down	their	
anger,	and	to	quench	it	with	all	ease;	whereby	His	great	mildness	is	signified.)	He	shall	
not	quench,	until	He	should	send	forth	the	judgment	to	victory.	21“And	in	His	name	the	
nations	shall	hope.”			
	
[Mt.	12:20a.]		Saint	Chrysostom:	“‘A	crushed	(suntetrimmevnon)	reed	He	shall	not	break	
to	pieces	(kateavxei).’	Saying	this	He	speaks	of	His	strength	and	their	weakness.	For	
indeed	it	was	easy	to	break	them	in	twain	as	a	reed,	and	not	a	simple	reed,	but	one	
already	crushed.	‘And	a	smoking	flax	He	shall	not	quench.’	Here	He	sets	before	them	
their	anger	which	is	kindled,	and	His	strength	that	is	sufficient	to	put	down	their	anger,	
and	to	quench	it	with	all	ease;	whereupon	He	shows	His	great	goodness.”	[Hom.	40,	P.G.	
57:439	(col.	441).]	
	
	[Mt.	12:20b.]		Cf.	Is.	42:3,	4.	Saint	Chrysostom:	“What	is	‘until	He	should	send	forth	the	
judgment	to	victory’?	When	He	has	fulfilled	all	His	own	part,	then,	we	are	told,	He	will	
bring	down	vengeance,	and	that	a	perfect	vengeance.	Then	shall	terrors	prevail	upon	
them	when	His	trophy	is	radiantly	set	up,	and	the	ordinances	from	Him	conquer…	He	
will	also	draw	to	Himself	the	inhabited	world.	For	this	He	also	added,	‘In	His	name	the	
nations	shall	hope.’”	[Ib.,	P.G.	57:440	(col.	441).]	
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	Matthew	CHAPTER	12:22-32	
The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
22Then	one	was	brought	to	Him	who	was	demon-possessed,	blind	and	mute;	and	He	
cured	him,	so	that	the	blind	and	mute	both	spoke	and	saw.	23And	all	the	crowds	were	
amazed	and	were	saying,	“This	is	not	the	Son	of	David,	is	it?”	



Chrysostom:	“O	wickedness	of	the	evil	spirit!	He	had	barred	up	both	entrances,	whereby	
that	person	should	have	believed,	as	well	sight	as	hearing;	nevertheless,	both	did	Christ	
open.”	(Chrysostom	40	Homily	on	Matthew)	
	

24But	after	the	Pharisees	heard	it,	they	said,	“This	One	casts	not	out	demons	except	by	
Beelzebul,	ruler	of	the	demons.”	
	
1.	Envy	
Chrysostom:	“…but	the	evil	was	again	rekindled,	because	a	benefit	was	again	conferred;	
and	the	evil	spirit	was	not	so	indignant	as	they.	For	he	indeed	departed	from	the	body,	
and	gave	place	and	fled	away,	uttering	no	sound;	but	these	were	endeavoring	now	to	
slay,	now	to	defame	Him.	That	is,	their	first	aim	not	succeeding,	they	would	fain	hurt	His	
good	name.	Such	a	thing	is	envy,	than	which	no	worse	evil	can	exist…so	also	does	he	
delight	in	his	neighbor's	ills;	and	if	anything	painful	take	place,	then	is	he	refreshed,	and	
takes	breath;	accounting	the	calamities	of	others	his	own	joys,	and	the	blessings	of	
others	his	own	ills…”	(Chrysostom	40	Homily	on	Matthew)	
	
2.	Greedy	for	honor	
Chrysostom:	“Why,	for	instance,	did	the	Pharisees	say	that	Christ	was	possessed?	Was	it	
not	because	they	were	greedy	of	the	honor	of	the	multitude?	And	whence	did	the	
multitude	pass	the	right	judgment	on	Him?	Was	it	not	because	this	disease	had	no	hold	
on	them?	For	nothing,	nothing	so	much	tends	to	make	men	lawless	and	foolish,	as	
gaping	after	the	honor	of	the	multitude.	Nothing	makes	them	glorious	and	immoveable,	
like	despising	the	same.”	(Chrysostom	40	Homily	on	Matthew)	
	

25But	Jesus,	having	known	their	thoughts,	said	to	them,	“Every	kingdom	divided	
against	itself	is	being	brought	to	desolation;	and	every	city	or	house	divided	against	
itself	shall	not	stand.	26“And	if	Satan	cast	out	Satan,	he	was	divided	against	himself;	
how	then	shall	his	kingdom	stand?	
Chrysostom:	“He	proceeds	also	to	rebuke	them,	showing	His	Godhead	by	this	first,	that	
He	made	their	secrets	public;	and	secondly,	by	the	very	act	of	casting	out	the	devils	with	
ease.”	(Chrysostom	40	Homily	on	Matthew)	
	
27“And	if	I	by	Beelzebul	cast	out	the	demons,	by	whom	do	your	sons	cast	them	out?	On	
this	account	they	shall	be	your	judges.	
Jesus	reminds	them	that	His	disciples	who	are	also	casting	out	demons	are	their	sons	
28“But	if	I	by	the	Spirit	of	God	cast	out	the	demons,	then	the	kingdom	of	God	is	come	
upon	you.	
	
Chrysostom:	“Implying	that	to	cast	out	devils	is	a	work	of	the	greatest	power,	and	not	of	
any	ordinary	grace.	And	He	means	indeed	that	from	these	things	they	should	infer	and	
say,	If	this	be	so,	then	the	Son	of	God	has	come.	This,	however,	He	says	not,	but	in	a	
reserved	way,	and	so	as	not	to	be	galling	to	them,	He	darkly	intimates	it	by	saying,	Then	
the	kingdom	of	God	has	come	unto	you.”	(Chrysostom	41	Homily	on	Matthew)	



Chrysostom:	“To	you	the	good	things	have	come…Why	war	against	your	own	salvation?	
This	is	that	time,	which	the	prophets	long	ago	foretold:	this,	the	sign	of	that	advent	
which	was	celebrated	by	them,	even	these	things	being	brought	about	by	divine	power.	
For	the	fact	indeed,	that	they	are	produced,	yourselves	know;	but	that	they	are	done	so	
by	divine	power,	the	deeds	themselves	cry	out.	Yea,	and	it	is	impossible	that	Satan	
should	be	stronger	now;	rather	he	must	of	absolute	necessity	be	weak	(Chrysostom	41	
Homily	on	Matthew).”	
	
29“Or	how	is	anyone	able	to	enter	into	the	house	of	the	strong	one	and	plunder	his	
vessels,	unless	he	should	first	bind	the	strong	one?	And	then	he	will	plunder	his	house.	
Chrysostom:	“…I	make	war	upon	him,	and	bind	him;	and	an	infallible	proof	thereof	is	the	
plundering	of	his	goods."	…For	whereas	they	wished	to	show,	that	not	by	His	own	power	
does	He	cast	out	devils,	He	shows	that	not	only	the	devils,	but	even	their	very	chief	
leader	is	held	by	Him	bound	with	all	authority;	and	that	over	him,	before	them,	did	He	
prevail	by	His	own	power.	And	this	is	evident	from	the	things	that	are	done.	For	if	he	be	
the	prince,	and	they	subjects,	how,	except	he	were	worsted,	and	made	to	bow	down,	
could	they	have	been	spoiled?	(Chrysostom	41	Homily	on	Matthew).”	
	

30“The	one	who	is	not	with	Me	is	against	Me;	and	the	one	who	gathers	not	with	Me	
scatters	
Chrysostom:	“But	all	these	things	He	says,	to	indicate	His	enmity	against	the	devil,	how	
great	and	unspeakable	it	is.	For	tell	me,	if	you	must	go	to	war	with	any	one,	he	that	is	
not	willing	to	fight	on	your	side,	by	this	very	fact,	is	he	not	against	you?	And	if	elsewhere	
He	says,	He	that	is	not	against	you	is	for	you,	it	is	not	contrary	to	this…But	to	me	He	
seems	here	to	be	hinting	also	at	the	Jews,	setting	them	on	the	devil's	side.	For	they	too	
were	against	Him,	and	were	scattering	what	He	gathered.	As	to	the	fact	that	He	was	
hinting	at	them	also,	He	declared	it	by	speaking	thus…(Chrysostom	41	Homily	on	
Matthew).”	
	
	31“On	 this	 account	 I	 say	 to	 you	 every	 sin	 and	blasphemy	 (switches	 right	 for	wrong,	
25who	exchanged	the	truth	of	God	for	the	lie,			 [Rom.	1:25])	 shall	be	 forgiven	 to	men,	
but	the	blasphemy	against	the	Spirit	shall	not	be	forgiven	to	men.	32“And	whosoever	
shall	 speak	a	word	against	 the	Son	of	Man,	 it	 shall	be	 forgiven	him;	but	whosoever	
shall	speak	against	the	Holy	Spirit,	it	shall	not	be	forgiven	him,	neither	in	this	age	nor	
in	the	coming	one.		
	
1.	Hilary:	“There	is	no	mercy	if	God	is	denied	in	Christ…any	blasphemy	aimed	at	Christ	is	
aimed	at	God,	because	God	is	in	Christ	and	Christ	is	in	God.”	(On	Matthew	12.17)	
2.	Chrysostom	(Matthew	41	Homily)	
						a.)	The	sins	against	Jesus,	calling	him	a	deceiver	and	adversary	of	God,	will	be	
forgiven	if	you	repent.	
						b.)	Why	is	the	sin	against	the	Holy	Spirit	unforgivable?	
v		They	could	be	ignorant	who	Jesus	was	but	they	could	not	have	been	ignorant	of	the	
Spirit	of	God	based	upon	their	experience	of	the	Old	Testament.	They	cannot	claim	not	



to	know	the	Holy	Spirit,	therefore	you	blaspheme.	
						c.)	The	stern	threat	is	not	to	attribute	the	works	of	God	as	a	work	of	Satan	–	this	is	
the	one	unforgivable	sin.		
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Matthew	CHAPTER	12:33_45	
The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
	

33“Either	make	the	tree	good	and	the	fruit	of	it	good,	or	make	the	tree	rotten	and	the	
fruit	of	it	rotten;	for	the	tree	is	known	from	the	fruit.	
Theophylact:	“Since	the	Jews	were	not	able	to	slander	the	miracles	as	bad,	they	
blasphemed	as	demoniac	the	One	Who	did	them,	Christ…He	says:	either	say	that	I	am	a	
good	tree,	and	then	all	my	miracles,	which	are	the	fruit,	are	good	as	well…For	indeed,	
just	as	the	tree	is	known	by	its	fruit,	so	I	am	known	by	the	miracles	that	I	do	
(Theophylact,	On	Matthew).”	
	

34“O	offspring	of	vipers,	how	are	you,	being	evil,	able	to	speak	good	things?	For	out	of	
the	abundance	of	the	heart	the	mouth	speaks	
Our	Lord	is	echoing	John	the	Baptist	(Matt	3:7)	–	epitaph	for	them	–	the	are	children	of	
Satan	
A	venomous	snake	-		éxidna	–	properly,	a	poisonous	snake;	(figuratively)	 incisive	words	
that	deliver	deadly	 venom,	with	 the	use	of	blasphemy.	This	 switches	 the	bitter	 for	 the	
sweet,	light	for	darkness…exidna	("viper")	then	suggests	the	venomous	desire	to	reverse	
what	is	true	for	what	is	false.	
Chrysostom:	“For	behold,	says	He,	you	being	evil	trees	cannot	bring	forth	good	fruit.	I	do	
not	then	marvel	at	your	talking	thus:	for	you	were	both	ill	nurtured,	being	of	wicked	
ancestors,	and	you	have	acquired	a	bad	mind…But	He	called	them	‘broods	of	vipers,’	
because	they	prided	themselves	on	their	forefathers.	To	signify	therefore	that	they	had	
no	advantage	thereby,	He	both	casts	them	out	from	their	relationship	to	Abraham,	and	
assigns	them	forefathers	of	kindred	disposition	(satan)...	(Chrysostom,	Homily	42	on	
Matthew).”	
	

35“The	good	man	out	of	the	good	treasure	of	the	heart	brings	forth	good	things;	and	
the	evil	man	out	of	the	evil	treasure	brings	forth	evil	things.	
Chrysostom:	“So	that	when	you	hear	a	man	speak	wicked	words,	do	not	suppose	only	so	
much	wickedness	to	be	in	him	as	the	words	display,	but	conjecture	the	fountain	to	be	
much	more	abundant;	for	that	which	is	spoken	outwardly,	is	the	superabundance	of	
that	which	is	within	(Chrysostom,	Homily	42	on	Matthew).”	
	

36“But	I	say	to	you,	that	every	idle	word,	whatsoever	men	shall	speak,	they	shall	
render	an	account	concerning	it	in	the	day	of	judgment.	37“For	by	your	words	you	shall	
be	justified,	and	by	your	words	you	shall	be	condemned.”	



Our	words	reveal	the	content	and	condition	of	the	soul	
Chrysostom:	“And	that	is	idle,	which	is	not	according	to	the	fact,	which	is	false,	which	
has	in	it	unjust	accusation;	and	some	say,	that	which	is	vain	also,	for	instance,	provoking	
inordinate	laughter,	or	what	is	filthy,	and	immodest,	and	coarse	(Chrysostom,	Homily	42	
on	Matthew).”	
Chrysostom:	“For	this	is	indeed	a	diabolical	snare,	and	a	sin	having	in	it	no	pleasure,	but	
harm	only.	Yea,	and	such	an	one	is	laying	up	an	evil	treasure	in	his	soul.	And	if	he	that	
has	an	evil	humor	in	him	does	himself	first	reap	the	fruits	of	the	malady,	much	more	he	
that	is	treasuring	up	in	himself	what	is	more	bitter	than	any	bile,	I	mean,	wickedness,	
will	suffer	the	utmost	evils,	gathering	unto	himself	a	grievous	disease.	And	it	is	evident	
from	the	things	that	He	vomits	out.	For	if	they	pain	others	so	much,	far	more	the	soul	
that	gives	them	birth…(Chrysostom,	Homily	42	on	Matthew).”	
	
Daily	Personal	Judgment/Examination	
“Make	consideration,	as	judge,	to	sit	down	upon	your	conscience	and	bring	before	it	all	
your	transgressions,	search	out	the	sins	of	your	soul	and	exact	with	strictness	the	
account	thereof,	and	say,	‘wherefore	did	you	dare	to	do	this	and	that?’…seek	a	time	and	
place	of	quiet.	And	when	after	your	supper	you	are	risen	up	and	are	about	to	lie	down,	
then	hold	this	your	judgment;	this	is	the	time	convenient	for	you,	and	the	place,	your	
bed,	and	your	chamber…If	you	do	this	every	day,	you	will	with	confidence	stand	at	that	
fearful	judgment-seat…In	this	way	Paul	became	clean;	therefore	also	he	said,	‘For	if	we	
judged	ourselves,	we	should	not	be	judged.’	(1	Corinthians	11:31)	(Chrysostom,	Homily	
42	on	Matthew).”	
	

38Then	(The	Evangelist	is	saying,	“AND	THEN”	,	I	can’t	believe	they	had	the	gumption	to	
say…)	some	of	the	scribes	and	Pharisees	answered,	saying,	“Teacher,	we	wish	to	see	a	
sign	from	You.”	
Chrysostom:	“Could	then	anything	be	more	foolish	than	these	men	(not	more	impious	
only),	who	after	so	many	miracles,	as	though	none	had	been	done,	say,	‘We	would	like	
to	see	a	sign	from	You?’	With	what	intent	then	did	they	so	speak?	That	they	might	lay	
hold	of	Him	again.	For	since	by	His	words	He	had	stopped	their	mouths,	once	and	twice	
and	often	and	had	checked	their	shameless	tongue,	they	come	to	His	works	again.	
(Chrysostom,	Homily	43	on	Matthew).”	
	

39But	He	answered	and	said	to	them,	“An	evil	and	adulterous	generation	seek	for	a	
sign;	and	there	shall	be	no	sign	given	to	it,	except	the	sign	of	Jonah	the	prophet.	40“For	
even	as	Jonah	was	three	days	and	three	nights	in	the	belly	of	the	sea-monster,	so	the	
Son	of	Man	shall	be	three	days	and	three	nights	in	the	heart	of	the	earth.	
Christ	 is	 again	 echoing	 the	 Prophets	 condemning	 the	 infidelity	 of	 Israel	 (Jer	 2:120-
25,32,33;	Hos	2:2-13)	
Chrysostom:	“Now	is	He	striking	the	first	note	of	the	doctrine	of	His	resurrection,	and	
confirming	it	by	the	type…Thus,	He	said	not	indeed	openly	that	He	should	rise	again,	
since	they	would	have	even	laughed	Him	to	scorn,	but	He	intimated	it	in	such	manner,	
that	they	might	believe	Him	to	have	foreknown	it…	For	this	cause	we	everywhere	show	



forth	His	death,	both	in	the	mysteries,	and	in	baptism,	and	in	all	the	rest	(Chrysostom,	
Homily	43	on	Matthew).”	
	

41“Men,	Ninevites	(The	Ninevites	believed	Jonah,	an	Israelite	without	him	performing	a	
sign),	shall	stand	up	in	the	judgment	with	this	generation	and	shall	condemn	it,	for	
they	repented	at	the	proclamation	of	Jonah;	and	behold,	something	more	than	Jonah	
is	here.	42“A	queen	of	the	south	(Queen	of	Sheba	was	not	an	Israelite	but	recognized	
the	wisdom	of	Solomon,	1	King	10)	shall	be	raised	in	the	judgment	with	this	generation	
and	shall	condemn	it,	for	she	came	from	the	ends	of	the	earth	to	hear	the	wisdom	of	
Solomon;	and	behold,	something	more	than	Solomon	is	here.	
43“But	whenever	the	unclean	spirit	should	go	out	from	the	man	(as	when	baptized),	he	
goes	through	waterless	places,	seeking	rest,	and	finds	it	not	(demons	already	are	in	
possession	of	the	unbaptized).	44“Then	he	said,	‘I	will	return	to	my	house	from	which	I	
came	out.’(demons	attack	Christians)	And	after	he	comes,	he	finds	it	unoccupied,	
swept	clean,	and	adorned.	45“Then	he	goes	and	takes	with	himself	seven	other	spirits	
more	evil	than	himself,	and	they	enter	and	dwell	there;	and	the	latter	things	of	that	
man	become	worse	than	those	of	the	former.	Thus	it	shall	be	also	to	this	wicked	
generation.”	
	
Chrysostom:	“All	this	might	be	seasonably	said,	not	of	them	only,	but	of	us	also,	when	
after	having	been	enlightened,	(Hebrews	6:4)	and	delivered	from	our	former	ills,	we	
again	cleave	unto	the	same	wickedness,	for	more	grievous	also	thenceforth	will	be	the	
punishment	of	our	subsequent	sins.	Therefore	to	the	sick	of	the	palsy	also	Christ	said,	
‘Behold,	you	are	made	whole;	sin	no	more,	lest	a	worse	thing	come	unto	you;’	(John	
5:14)	and	this	to	a	man	who	was	thirty-eight	years	in	his	infirmity.	And	what,	one	might	
ask,	was	he	to	suffer	worse	than	this?	Something	far	worse,	and	more	intolerable.	For	
far	be	it	from	us,	that	we	should	endure	as	much	as	we	are	capable	of	enduring.	For	God	
is	at	no	loss	for	inflictions.	For	according	to	the	greatness	of	His	mercy,	so	also	is	His	
wrath	(Chrysostom,	Homily	43	on	Matthew).”	
	
Matthew	12:45-50	
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			Matthew	CHAPTER	12:46-50	
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46But	while	He	yet	talked	to	the	crowds,	behold,	His	Mother	and	His	brethren	were	
standing	outside,	seeking	to	speak	to	Him.	
Chrysostom:	That	which	I	was	lately	saying,	that	when	virtue	is	absent	all	things	are	vain,	
this	 is	 now	 also	 pointed	 out	 very	 abundantly.	 For	 I	 indeed	 was	 saying,	 that	 age	 and	
nature,	and	to	dwell	in	the	wilderness,	and	all	such	things,	are	alike	unprofitable,	where	
there	 is	 not	 a	 good	mind;	 but	 today	we	 learn	 in	 addition	 another	 thing,	 that	 even	 to	
have	borne	Christ	in	the	womb,	and	to	have	brought	forth	that	marvelous	birth,	has	no	
profit,	if	there	be	not	virtue.	(Homily	42	on	Matthew).”	



	
47And	one	said	to	Him,	“Behold	Your	Mother	and	Your	brethren	(brothers,	sisters,	
cousins)	are	standing	outside,	seeking	to	speak	to	You.”	
Early	in	His	ministry	His	mother	was	not	yet	comprehending	His	divinity	
	
Chrysostom:	“And	this	He	said,	not	as	being	ashamed	of	His	mother,	nor	denying	her	
that	bare	Him;	for	if	He	had	been	ashamed	of	her,	He	would	not	have	passed	through	
that	womb;	but	as	declaring	that	she	has	no	advantage	from	this,	unless	she	do	all	that	
is	required	to	be	done.	For	in	fact	that	which	she	had	attempted	to	do,	was	of	
superfluous	vanity;	in	that	she	wanted	to	show	the	people	that	she	has	power	and	
authority	over	her	Son,	imagining	not	as	yet	anything	great	concerning	Him;	
consequently	also	her	untimely	approach.	See	at	all	events	both	her	self-confidence	and	
theirs.	Since	when	they	ought	to	have	gone	in	and	listened	with	the	multitude;	or	if	they	
were	not	so	minded	to	have	waited	for	His	bringing	His	discourse	to	an	end,	and	then	to	
have	come	near;	they	call	Him	out	and	do	this	before	all,	displaying	a	excessive	self-
importance,	and	wishing	to	make	it	appear,	that	with	much	authority	they	command	
Him.	And	this	too	the	evangelist	shows	that	he	is	blaming,	for	with	this	very	allusion	did	
he	thus	express	himself,	While	He	yet	talked	to	the	people;	as	if	he	should	say,	What?	
Was	there	no	other	opportunity?	Why,	was	it	not	possible	to	speak	with	Him	in	private?	
(Homily	42	on	Matthew).”	
Theophylact:	“Subject	to	a	certain	human	fault,	His	Mother	wanted	to	show	that	she	
had	authority	over	her	child,	for	she	did	not	yet	comprehend	His	greatness…she	wished	
to	summon	Him	to	herself,	seeking	to	draw	attention	to	her	sons’	obedience	to	her.	
(Theophylact,	On	Matthew	Chapt.	12)	
	
48But	He	answered	and	said	to	the	one	who	spoke	to	him,	“Who	is	My	mother?	And	
who	are	My	brethren?”	49And	stretching	forth	His	hand	toward	His	disciples,	He	said,	
“Behold,	My	mother	and	My	brethren.	50“For	whosoever	shall	do	the	will	of	My	Father	
Who	is	in	the	heavens,	the	same	is	My	brother	and	sister	and	mother.”		[Mt.	12:46-50]	
	
Saint	Kyril	of	Alexandria:	“Do	not	let	anyone	imagine	that	Christ	spurned	the	honor	due	
to	His	Mother,	or	contemptuously	disregarded	the	love	owed	to	His	brethren;	for	it	was	
He	Who	spoke	the	law	of	Moses,	and	clearly	said,	‘Be	honoring	thy	father	and	thy	
mother,	that	it	may	be	well	with	thee.’	And	how,	I	pray,	could	He	have	rejected	the	love	
due	to	brethren	Who	even	commanded	us	to	love	not	merely	our	brethren,	but	those	
who	stand	as	foes	in	relation	to	us?	For	He	tells	us	to	love	our	enemies.	What,	therefore,	
does	Christ	wish	to	teach?	His	object	then	is	to	highly	exalt	His	love	towards	those	who	
are	willing	to	bow	the	neck	to	His	commandments....The	greatest	honor,	and	the	most	
complete	affection,	is	that	which	we	all	owe	to	our	mothers	and	brethren.		
If,	therefore,	He	says	that	they	who	hear	His	word	and	do	it	are	His	mother	and	
brethren,	is	it	not	plain	to	everyone	that	He	bestows	on	those	who	follow	Him	a	love	
thorough	and	worthy	of	their	acceptance?”	[Hom.	42,	Commentary	on	the	Gospel	of	St.	
Luke,	pp.	182-184.]	
	



Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“We	should	know	that	a	person	who	is	Christ’s	brother	and	
sister	through	their	belief	becomes	His	mother	by	evangelization.	He	brings	forth,	as	it	
were,	the	Lord	Jesus,	whom	he	introduces	into	the	heart	of	the	person	listening;	he	
becomes	His	mother,	if	through	his	words	the	love	of	the	Lord	is	produced	in	his	
neighbor’s	heart.”	[Hom.	1,	Forty	Gospel	Homilies,	6;	cf.	Hom.	3	of	Bk.	1,	P.L.	76	(col.	
1086).]	
	
Saint	Ambrose:	“The	Teacher	Himself	is	also	the	Facilitator	of	His	own	instructions.	For	
on	the	point	of	prescribing	for	others	that	he	who	would	not	leave	his	father	and	his	
mother	is	not	worthy	of	the	Son	of	God	[Mt.	10:37;	Lk.	14:26],	He	first	subjected	Himself	
to	the	judgment....For	if	a	man	leaves	his	father	and	mother	and	cleaves	to	his	wife,	and	
they	are	two	in	one	flesh,	this	sacrament	is	rightly	preserved	in	Christ	and	in	the	Church.	
Thus	parents	must	not	be	preferred	to	His	own	body.	Here,	He	is	not	rejecting	His	
Mother	whom	He	acknowledged	from	the	Cross	[Jn.	19:26].	It	is	not	inconsistent	to	
understand	that	through	the	image	of	parents,	He	shows	that	the	Church,	which	
believed,	is	to	be	preferred	to	the	Jews	from	whom	Christ	comes	according	to	the	flesh.	
So	one	who	understands	that	He	came	to	earth	for	the	purpose	of	the	divine	mystery	
and	the	assembly	of	the	Church	has	left	his	parents	and	embarked	on	the	ship	(the	
Church).”	[Ib.,	Bk.	VI,	§§	36-39.]	


