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	Matthew	CHAPTER	11:1-8	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
1And	it	came	to	pass,	when	Jesus	finished	commanding	His	twelve	disciples,	He	passed	
over	from	that	place	to	teach	and	preach	in	their	cities.	
Theophylact:	Jesus	is	only	teaching	and	preaching	not	healing	in	order	to	allow	the	
people	to	come	to	His	disciples	for	healings.	
	

2Now	after	John	heard	in	the	prison	the	works	of	the	Christ,	he	sent	two	of	his	
disciples,	3and	said	to	Him,	“Are	You	the	coming	One,	or	do	we	look	for	another?”	
John	knew	that	Jesus	was	the	Christ	–	“Behold	the	Lamb	of	God	(John	1:29)”	
St.	Hilary	of	Poitiers:	“In	this	manner	John	remedied	not	his	own	but	his	disciples’	
ignorance.	So	that	his	disciples	might	learn	that	he	had	preached	none	other	than	Christ,	
he	sent	them	to	Him	that	they	may	behold	His	works;	and	he	sent	them	that	they	might	
look	for	no	other	Christ.”	[On	the	Gospel	of	St.	Matthew,	2,	P.L.	9,	978,	in	Toal,	I:35.]	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“John’s	disciples	imagined	Jesus	to	be	a	mere	man....They	were	vexed	
at	seeing	Jesus	held	in	estimation,	but	John,	even	as	he	had	said,	now	ceasing.	This	
hindered	them	from	coming	to	Jesus;	their	jealousy	quite	dividing	them	and	throwing	up	
a	wall.	John	continually	besought	and	taught	them,	but	did	not	persuade	them.	Now	he	
is	about	to	die,	and	uses	the	more	diligence,	fearing	as	he	did	lest	he	might	leave	a	
foundation	for	evil	doctrine,	and	they	continue	broken	off	from	the	Christ.”	[Hom.	36,	
P.G.	57:408	(col.	414).]	
“The	coming	One”	or	“The	One	coming”	(oJ		jErcovmeno~)—a	phrase	for	the	Messiah.	
	
The	preaching	of	Christ	even	in	hades	
Saint	Gregory	the	Great:	“He	(John)	inquires	if	He	is	to	come,	not	because	he	doubts	
that	He	is	the	Redeemer	of	the	world,	but	he	seeks	to	learn	whether	He	Who,	of	His	
own	will,	came	into	the	world,	will	also,	of	His	own	will,	descend	into	Hades?	He	who,	by	
going	before	Him,	had	announced	Him	to	the	world,	the	same,	now	dying,	goes	down	
before	Him	into	Hades.	It	is	as	if	to	say:	since	for	men	You	have	deigned	to	be	born,	will	
You	also	deign	for	men	to	undergo	death	so	that	I	who	have	been	the	Forerunner	of	
Your	birth,	may	also	become	the	Forerunner	of	Your	death,	to	announce	You	as	about	to	
descend	into	Hades,	as	already	I	have	announced	You	as	having	come	into	the	world.”	
[“Sermon	in	the	Basilica	of	SS.	Marcellinus	and	Peter	on	the	Gospel,”	P.L.76	(cols.	1095-
1099),	in	Toal,	I:46;	Hom.	5,	Forty	Gospel	Homilies,	29;	cf.	Hom.	6,	P.L.	76	(col.	1095).]	
		
Hymn	of	St.	John	the	Baptist	
	The	memory	of	the	righteous	is	celebrated	with	hymns	of	praise,	
but	the	Lord’s	witness	is	sufficient	for	you,	O	Forerunner.	
You	were	shown	in	truth	to	be	the	most	honorable	of	the	prophets,	
for	you	were	deemed	worthy	to	baptize	in	water,	Him	who	was	proclaimed.	



Therefore,	having	suffered	for	the	truth	with	joy,	
you	proclaimed	to	those	in	hell	God	who	appeared	in	the	flesh,	
who	takes	away	the	sin	of	the	world,	and	grants	us	the	great	mercy.	
	

4And	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	them,	“Go	and	report	to	John	what	you	are	hearing	
and	seeing:	5“the	blind	are	recovering	their	sight	and	the	lame	are	walking;	the	lepers	
are	being	cleansed	and	the	deaf	are	hearing;	the	dead	are	being	raised	and	the	poor	
are	being	preached	the	Gospel.	
	
The	Prophetic	Signs	Identifying	the	Messiah	&	True	Disciples	
▪ The	blind	see,	the	lame	walk,	the	lepers	cleansed,	the	deaf	hear,	the	dead	are	raised	
7“And	as	 ye	go,	be	preaching,	 saying,	 ‘The	kingdom	of	 the	heavens	hath	drawn	near.’	
8“Be	healing	 the	 sick,	 cleansing	 lepers,	 raising	 the	dead,	casting	out	demons;	 freely	ye	
received,	freely	give.			[Mt.	10:7,8]	
▪ The	poor	are	being	preached	the	gospel	–	
Theophylact:		-	means	either	the	disciples	who	were	poor	fisherman	and	despised	as	
common	lowly	people	or	those	listening	to	the	Gospel	and	hearing	of	the	eternal	good	
things.	
	

6“And	happy	is	he,	whosoever	shall	not	be	offended	in	Me.”	
Saint	Hilary	of	Poitiers:	“The	scandal	of	the	Cross	is	foretold,	because	His	Cross	would	
become	a	stumbling	block	to	many	[1	Cor.	1:23].	Thus	He	now	declares	that	they	are	
blessed	to	whom	His	Cross,	His	death,	and	burial,	will	offer	no	trial	of	faith.”	[On	the	
Gospel	of	St.	Matthew,	3,	P.L.	9,	978,	in	Toal,	I:36.]	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“Happy	is	he,	whosoever	shall	not	be	offended	in	Me”	(makavriov~	
ejstin,	o}~	eja;n	mh;	skandalisqh`/	ejn		jEmoiv).	He	hints	that	He	knows	even	their	
unuttered	thoughts	(Of	John’s	disciples)....But	He	leaves	them	to	learn	from	the	
miracles,...though	He	covertly	added	this	reproof	of	them	without	openly	making	known	
their	doubt,	leaving	it	within	their	own	hearts,	He	cures	them.”	[Ib.,	P.G.	57:409	(col.	
415).]	
	

7And	as	these	went	their	way,	Jesus	began	to	say	to	the	crowds	concerning	John,	
“What	went	you	out	into	the	wilderness	to	behold?	A	reed	being	shaken	by	the	wind?	
Jesus	says	this	to	assure	them	that	John	did	not	question	who	He	was	
Theophylact:	“Perhaps	the	multitude	heard	John’s	question	and	were	scandalized	that	
even	John	himself	might	be	unsure	of	Christ…John	is	not	a	reed,	that	is,	a	changeable	
man,	but	you	went	out	to	see	a	great	and	steadfast	man.”	
	

8“But	what	went	you	out	to	see?	A	man	who	has	been	clothed	in	soft	garments?	
Behold,	those	wearing	soft	garments	are	in	the	houses	of	kings.	
Theophylact:	“…He	says,	This	cannot	be,	that	his	clothing	is	made	of	hair	shows	that	He	
is	an	enemy	of	luxury.	‘And	John	himself	was	having	his	raiment	of	camel	hairs		[Mt.	
3:4].’”	
Lit.,	“John	himself	was	in	the	habit	of	having	(ei\cen)	his	garment	made	from	camel	



hairs.”	Note	eichen,	imperfect	tense,	his	habit	of	wearing.	See	endnote	for	Mk.	1:6a.	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“For	this	reason	his	outer	garment	was	of	hair,	in	order	that	by	his	
form	he	might	instruct	the	people	to	leave	human	things,	and	to	have	nothing	in	
common	with	the	earth,	but	to	hasten	back	to	their	earlier	nobility,	wherein	Adam	was	
before	he	wanted	garments	and	coverings.	Thus	that	dress	bore	the	tokens	of	a	
kingdom	and	repentance.”	[Hom.	10,	P.G.	57:144	(col.	188).]	
	
Matthew	11:9-15	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	11:9-15	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	11:9-15	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
	

9“But	what	went	ye	out	to	see?	A	prophet?	Yea,	I	say	to	you,	and	much	more	than	a	
prophet.	10“For	this	is	he	about	whom	it	hath	been	written:	‘Behold,	I	send	forth	My	
messenger	before	Your	face,	who	shall	prepare	Your	way	before	You.	(Micah	3:1)’	
More	than	a	Prophet	
1.	In	the	Orthodox	Church	the	placement	of	the	icon	of	St	John	is	always	on	the	right	of	
right	(or	on	his	left)	of	Christ	on	the	icon	screen.		
a.)	He	is	chosen	as	the	final	Prophet	who	would	point	with	his	finger	that	this	One	is	the	
Messiah	to	come	–	“Behold	the	Lamb	of	God	(John	1:29).”	
b.)	He	leaped	in	the	womb	of	Elizabeth	when	Mary	arrived	pregnant	
c.)	He	was	the	one	chosen	to	baptize	Christ	in	the	Jordan	
d.)	He	fulfills	this	prophecy	of	Micah	
	
St.	John	the	Messenger	–	Angel	–	Herald	(in	some	depictions	he	was	wings,	in	domes	
he	is	included	in	the	realm	of	angels)	
Saint	Gregory:	“That	which	is	called	angelos	in	Greek	is	in	Latin	messenger.	Fittingly	is	he	
called	angel,	who	is	sent	to	announce	the	heavenly	Judge,	so	that	he	may	be	in	name	
that	which	he	fulfills	in	his	office.	Exalted	indeed	is	his	name,	but	his	life	was	no	less	
exalted	than	his	name.”	[“Sermon	in	the	Basilica	of	SS.	Marcellinus	and	Peter	on	the	
Gospel,”	P.L.76	(cols.	1095-1099),	in	Toal,	I:48.]	
Theophylact:	 “Christ	 says	 these	 things	after	 John’s	disciples	had	 left	 so	 that	He	would	
not	appear	to	be	flattering	him.”	
	
11“Verily	I	say	to	you,	there	has	not	arisen	among	those	born	of	women	a	greater	than	
John	the	Baptist;	
Theophylact:	“…by	saying	‘born	of	a	women’	He	excludes	Himself,	for	Christ	was	born	of	
a	 virgin,	 not	 of	 a	 women	 (In	 Greek,	 the	 use	 of	 the	 word	 ‘women’	 implies	 someone	
married,	a	wife),	that	is,	one	who	is	married.”	
but	the	least	(He	that	is	younger,	referring	to	Christ)	in	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	
greater	than	he.	
1.	One	interpretation	–	any	baptized	believer	in	heaven	(elected,	chosen)	who	enters	
the	Kingdom	after	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Christ	is	greater	than	John	who	still	



alive	and	in	the	battle	but	after	death	comes	the	victory.	Most	New	Testament	
translations	follow	this	interpretation.	
2.	Another	interpretation	is	based	upon	an	alternate	meaning	of	the	word,	“mikroteros”	
which	 can	mean	 “younger.”	 In	 other	words,	 that	 Christ	 is	 referring	 to	Himself	who	 is	
younger	than	John	is	greater	than	he	is.	
	
Origen:	 “The	 Kingdom	 of	 heaven	 is	 Jesus	 Christ	 Himself,	 who	 exhorts	 all	 people	 to	
repentanvce	and	draws	them	to	Himself	by	love.”	
	
12“And	from	the	days	of	John	the	Baptist	until	now	the	kingdom	of	the	heavens	is	
being	taken	by	force,	and	the	forceful	seize	it.	13“For	all	the	prophets	and	the	law	
prophesied	until	John.	
Chrysostom:	“For	the	prophets	would	not	have	ceased,	unless	I	had	come.	Expect	
therefore	nothing	further,	neither	wait	for	anyone	else.	For	that	I	am	He	is	manifest	
both	from	the	prophets	ceasing,	and	from	those	that	every	day	take	by	force	the	faith	
that	is	in	me.	For	so	manifest	is	it	and	certain,	that	many	even	take	it	by	force.	Why,	who	
has	so	taken	it?	Tell	me.	All	who	approach	it	with	earnestness	of	mind.”	
1.	This	scripture	also	supports	that	are	no	prophets	after	John	the	Forerunner	only	false	
ones	who	Christ	warned	about.	
2.	Christ	is	the	fulfillment	of	the	Law	and	Prophets	
	
14“And	if	ye	are	willing	to	receive	it,	he	is	Elias,	who	is	about	to	come.	15“The	one	who	
has	ears	to	hear,	let	him	hear.			[Mt.	11:9-15]	
Chrysostom:	“Then	He	states	also	another	infallible	sign,	saying,	If	you	will	receive	it,	he	
is	Elias,	which	was	to	come.	For	I	will	send	you,	it	is	said,	Elijah	(Elias)	the	Tishbite,	before	
the	great	and	glorious	day	of	the	Lord	comes,	who	shall	turn	the	heart	of	the	father	to	
the	 children	 (Malachi	 4:5).	This	man	 then	 is	 Elias,	 if	 you	 attend	 exactly,	 says	He…And	
well	 has	 He	 said,	 If	 you	 will	 receive	 it,	 to	 show	 the	 absence	 of	 force.	 For	 I	 do	 not	
constrain,	says	He.	And	this	He	said,	as	requiring	a	candid	mind,	and	showing	that	John	
is	 Elias,	 and	 Elias	 John.	 For	 both	 of	 them	 received	 one	 ministry,	 and	 both	 of	 them	
became	forerunners.	
10And	His	disciples	asked	Him,	saying,	“Why	then	do	the	scribes	say	that	it	is	necessary	
for	Elias	to	come	first?”	11And	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	them,	“Elias	indeed	cometh	
first	and	shall	restore	all	things.	12“But	I	say	to	you	that	Elias	already	came,	and	they	did	
not	recognize	him,	but	did	to	him	as	much	as	they	wished.	Thus	also	the	Son	of	Man	is	
about	to	suffer	under	them.”	13Then	the	disciples	comprehended	that	He	spoke	to	them	
concerning	John	the	Baptist.		[Mt.	17:10-13]	
	
Two	Advents	Christ	–	
[Mt.	17:11.]		Saint	Chrysostom:	“So	He	called	John.	In	this	sense	Elias	is	come:	but	if	thou	
wouldest	seek	the	Tishbite,	he	is	coming.”	[Hom.	57,	P.G.	58:576	(cols.	559).]...“For	the	
Scriptures	speak	of	two	advents	of	Christ,	both	this	one	that	is	past,	and	that	one	which	
is	to	come....Of	the	second,	Elias	will	be	forerunner.	Of	the	first,	John	was	forerunner,	
whom	Christ	called	Elias,	but	this	is	because	he	was	fulfilling	the	ministry	of	that	



prophet....Christ	called	John,	Elias,	on	account	of	their	community	of	ministration.”	[Ib.,	
P.G.	58:575,	576	(cols.	557-559).]	
	
Matthew	11:16-24	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	11:16-24.	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	11:16-24	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
16“But	to	what	shall	I	liken	this	generation?	It	is	like	little	children	sitting	in	the	
marketplaces,	who	call	to	their	companions,	17“and	say,	‘We	played	on	the	flute	to	
you,	and	you	did	not	dance;	we	sang	a	dirge	to	you,	and	you	did	not	beat	your	
breasts.’	
	
Childish	Games	
This	reference	is	to	an	ancient	game	played	by	Jewish	children.	They	would	divide	into	
two	groups:	one	'calling'	and	the	other	responding.	The	first	group	pretended	to	play	
musical	instruments	or	sing	--	either	for	dancing	or	mourning,	and	the	second	group	
would	have	to	respond	properly.	He's	comparing	the	fickleness	of	the	people	to	children	
playing	this	game.	They	claim	to	expect	certain	behaviors	of	Himself	and	John	the	
Baptist,	and	'call	the	tune.'	They	criticize	either	way.	
	
Christ	and	John	Came	proclaimed	the	same	message	but	in	different	ways	
Chrysostom:	“And	He	implies	that	there	was	nothing	that	ought	to	have	been	done	for	
their	salvation,	and	was	omitted;	which	thing	the	prophet	says	of	the	vineyard;	"What	
ought	I	to	have	done	to	this	vineyard,	and	have	not	done	it?"	
	
The	Joy	of	the	Kingdom	&	the	Fear	of	Judgment	
Chrysostom:	“Therefore	also	He	says,	‘We	have	piped	unto	you,	and	you	have	not	
danced;’	that	is,	‘I	have	exhibited	the	freer	kind	of	life,	and	you	obeyed	not’	and,	‘We	
have	mourned,	and	you	have	not	lamented’	that	is,	‘John	followed	the	rugged	and	grave	
life,	and	you	took	no	heed.’	And	He	says	not,	‘he	this,	I	that,’	but	the	purpose	of	both	
being	one,	although	their	modes	of	life	were	opposite,	for	this	cause	He	speaks	of	their	
doings	as	common.	Yea,	for	even	their	coming	by	opposite	ways	arose	out	of	a	most	
exact	accordance,	such	as	continued	looking	to	one	and	the	same	end.	What	sort	of	
excuse	then	can	you	have	after	all	this?	
	

18“For	John	came	neither	eating	nor	drinking,	and	they	say,	‘He	has	a	demon.’	19“The	
Son	of	Man	came	eating	and	drinking,	and	they	say,	‘Behold,	a	man,	a	glutton	and	a	
wine-drinker,	a	friend	of	tax	collectors	and	sinners.’	And	wisdom	is	justified	by	her	
children!	
	
Don’t	shoot	the	messenger	
Chrysostom:	“We	have	come	each	of	us	an	opposite	way,	I	and	John;	and	we	have	done	
just	as	if	it	were	some	hunters	with	a	wild	beast	that	was	hard	to	catch,	and	which	might	



by	two	ways	be	rounded	up;	as	if	each	of	the	two	were	to	cut	it	off	his	several	way,	and	
drive	it,	taking	his	stand	opposite	to	the	other;	so	that	it	must	needs	fall	into	one	of	the	
two	snares…	But,	like	an	intractable	wild	beast,	they	were	speaking	evil	of	both.	The	
fault	is	not	then	theirs	who	were	not	believed,	but	they	are	to	be	blamed	who	did	not	
believe.”	
	

20Then	He	began	to	reproach	the	cities	in	which	the	most	works	of	His	power	took	
place,	because	they	repented	not.	
Chrysostom:	 “Then	 He	 proceeds	 to	 upbraid	 the	 cities	 now	 that	 wisdom	 has	 been	
justified;	 now	 that	 He	 has	 shown	 all	 to	 be	 fully	 performed.	 That	 is,	 having	 failed	 to	
persuade	them,	He	now	does	but	lament	over	them;	which	is	more	than	terrifying.	For	
He	had	exhibited	both	His	teaching	by	His	words,	and	His	wonder-working	power	by	His	
signs.	But	forasmuch	as	they	abode	in	their	own	unbelief,	He	now	does	but	upbraid.”	
	

21“Woe	to	thee,	Chorazin	(a	city	of	Galilee)	!	Woe	to	thee,	Bethsaida	(a	city	on	the	
shore	of	Galilee)!	
Chrysostom:	“Then,	to	show	you	that	they	are	not	such	by	nature,	He	states	also	the	
name	of	the	city	out	of	which	proceeded	five	apostles.	For	both	Philip,	and	those	two	
pairs	of	the	chief	apostles,	were	from	thence.”	
	
For	if	the	works	of	power	which	have	taken	place	in	you	took	place	in	Tyre	and	Sidon,	
they	would	have	repented	long	ago	in	sackcloth	and	ashes.	22“But	I	say	to	you	that	it	
shall	be	more	tolerable	for	Tyre	and	Sidon	in	the	day	of	judgment	than	for	you.	23“And	
thou,	 Capernaum,	 which	 hath	 been	 lifted	 high	 unto	 the	 heaven,	 shalt	 be	 brought	
down	as	far	as	Hades;	for	if	the	works	of	power	which	took	place	in	thee	took	place	in	
Sodom,	it	would	have	remained	until	today.	24“But	I	say	to	you	that	 it	shall	be	more	
tolerable	in	the	day	of	judgment	for	the	land	of	Sodom	than	for	thee.”		
Judging	the	Truth	of	their	rejection	of	Him	
Chrysostom:	“And	He	adds	not	Sodom	with	the	others	for	naught,	but	to	aggravate	the	
charge	against	them.	Yes,	for	it	is	a	very	great	proof	of	wickedness,	when	not	only	of	
them	that	now	are,	but	even	of	all	those	that	ever	were	wicked,	none	are	found	so	bad	
as	they…And	not	even	at	this	does	He	stay	His	speech,	but	makes	their	fears	yet	more	
intense,	by	saying,	that	they	should	suffer	things	more	grievous	than	Sodomites,	so	as	
by	every	means	to	gather	them	in,	both	by	bewailing,	and	by	alarming	them.”	
	
Chrysostom:	is	not	being	anti-semetic	
Chrysostom:	“To	these	same	things	let	us	also	listen:	since	not	for	the	unbelievers	only,	
but	for	us	also,	has	He	appointed	a	punishment	more	grievous	than	that	of	the	
Sodomites,	if	we	will	not	receive	the	strangers	that	come	in	unto	us;	I	mean,	when	He	
commanded	to	shake	off	the	very	dust:	and	very	fitly.	For	as	to	the	Sodomites,	although	
they	committed	a	great	transgression,	yet	it	was	before	the	law	and	grace;	but	we,	after	
so	much	care	shown	towards	us,	of	what	indulgence	should	we	be	worthy,	showing	so	
much	inhospitality,	and	shutting	our	doors	against	them	that	are	in	need,	and	before	
our	doors	our	ears?	Or	rather	not	against	the	poor	only,	but	against	the	apostles	



themselves?	For	therefore	we	do	it	to	the	poor,	because	we	do	it	to	the	very	apostles.	
For	whereas	Paul	is	read,	and	you	attend	not;	whereas	John	preaches,	and	you	hear	not:	
when	will	you	receive	a	poor	man,	who	will	not	receive	an	apostle?	
	
Matthew	11:25-30	
Fr.	Andrew's	Bible	Study	notes	for	Matthew	11:25-30.	
	
	Matthew	CHAPTER	11:25-30	
(The	Orthodox	New	Testament	Translation,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	CO)	
		
25At	that	time	Jesus	answered	and	said,	“I	give	thanks	to	You,	O	Father,	Lord	of	the	
heaven	and	of	the	earth,	that	You	did	hide	these	things	from	the	wise	and	intelligent,	
and	didst	reveal	them	to	babes.	
Pride	closes	the	heart’s	ability	to	perceive	the	workings	of	God	while	humility	and	
meekness	(like	that	found	in	little	children)	is	what	opens	the	heart	to	God’s	voice	and	
action.	
▪ God	does	not	intentionally	hide	anything	but	is	hidden	from	those	who	are	proud.	It	is	

way	of	saying	all	things	are	under	his	authority,	the	good	and	the	bad.	
2For	I	bear	witness	to	them	that	they	have	a	zeal	for	God,	but	not	according	to	full	
knowledge.	3For	they	being	ignorant	of	the	righteousness	of	God,	and	seeking	to	
establish	their	own	righteousness,	submitted	not	to	the	righteousness	of	God.	4For	
Christ	is	the	end	of	the	law	in	regard	to	righteousness	for	everyone	who	
believeth.			[Rom.	10:2-4]	
	

17And	the	seventy	returned	with	joy,	saying,	“Lord,	even	the	demons	are	being	made	
subject	to	us	in	Thy	name.”	18And	He	said	to	them,	“I	was	beholding	Satan	as	lightning	
having	fallen	out	of	the	heaven.	19“Behold,	I	give	you	the	authority	to	tread	upon	
serpents	and	scorpions,	and	upon	all	the	power	of	the	enemy;	and	nothing	in	anywise	
shall	injure	you.	20“However	cease	rejoicing	in	this,	that	the	spirits	are	being	made	
subject	to	you;	but	be	rejoicing	that	your	names	were	written	in	the	heavens.”	21In	the	
same	hour	Jesus	rejoiced	in	the	Spirit,	and	said,	“I	give	thanks	to	Thee,	O	Father,	Lord	of	
the	heaven	and	of	the	earth,	that	Thou	didst	hide	these	things	from	the	wise	and	
intelligent,	and	didst	reveal	them	to	babes.	Yea,	Father,	for	thus	it	was	well-pleasing	
before	Thee.”			[Lk.	10:17-21]	
	
Chrysostom:	“Wherefore	also	the	scribes,	and	the	wise	men,	thinking	to	be	intelligent	
for	themselves,	fell	away	through	their	own	vanity.	Well	then,	if	for	this	cause	it	was	
hidden	from	them…when	He	says,	‘You	have	hid,’	does	He	mean	that	it	is	all	God's	
doing:	but	as	when	Paul	says,	‘He	gave	them	over	to	a	reprobate	mind,’	(Romans	1:28)	
and,	"He	has	blinded	their	minds,"	it	is	not	meant	to	bring	Him	in	as	the	doer	of	it,	but	
those	who	gave	the	occasion:	so	here	also	He	uses	the	expression,	‘You	have	hid.’”	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“He	gives	thanks	for	them	that	believed.	For	the	utterance,	‘I	
acknowledge	or	confess	to	Thee’	(	jExomologou`maiv	Soi),	herein	is	‘I	give	thanks	
(Eujcaristw`)	to	Thee.’”	[Hom.	38,	P.G.	57:425	(col.	429);	cf.	Bl.	Theophylact,	P.G.	



123:55D	(col.	256).]	
	
Meekness	&	Humility	produce	an	obedient	soul	
Chrysostom:	“Now	by	the	wise,	here,	He	means	the	Scribes,	and	the	Pharisees.	And	
these	things	He	says,	to	make	the	disciples	more	earnest,	and	to	show	what	had	been	
vouchsafed	to	the	fishermen,	when	all	those	others	had	missed	of	it.	And	in	calling	them	
wise,	He	means…they	seemed	to	have	through	natural	shrewdness.	Wherefore	neither	
did	He	say,	you	have	revealed	it	to	fools,	but	to	babes;	to	unsophisticated,	that	is,	to	
simple-minded	men…And	He	instructs	us	throughout,	to	be	free	from	pride,	and	to	
follow	after	simplicity.	For	this	cause	Paul	also	expressed	it	with	more	exceeding	
earnestness,	writing	on	this	wise:	If	any	man	among	you	seems	to	be	wise	in	this	world,	
let	him	become	a	fool,	that	he	may	be	wise.	1	Corinthians	3:18	For	thus	is	God's	grace	
manifested.	
17For	Christ	sent	me	not	forth	to	baptize,	but	to	be	preaching	the	Gospel,	not	in	wisdom	
of	 speech,	 lest	 the	Cross	of	Christ	 should	be	made	empty.	 18For	 the	word,	 that	of	 the	
Cross,	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 to	 those	 who	 are	 perishing	 is	 foolishness,	 but	 on	 the	 other	
hand,	to	us	who	are	being	saved,	 it	 is	the	power	of	God.	19For	 it	hath	been	written:	“I	
will	destroy	 the	wisdom	of	 the	wise,	and	will	 set	at	nought	 the	comprehension	of	 the	
intelligent.”			[1	Cor.	1:17-19]	
	
26“Yes,	Father,	for	thus	it	was	well-pleasing	before	You.	
27“All	things	were	delivered	to	Me	by	My	Father.	And	no	one	does	fully	know	the	Son,	
except	the	Father;	nor	does	anyone	fully	know	the	Father,	except	the	Son,	and	he	to	
whomsoever	the	Son	is	willing	to	reveal	Him.	
The	Father	and	the	Son	are	of	the	same	nature	
Saint	Gregory	of	Nyssa:	“The	Lord	speaks	the	truth	Who	says,	‘I	am	in	the	Father,	and	
the	Father	in	Me’—plainly,	the	One	in	His	entirety,	in	the	Other	in	His	entirety…—and	
Who	says	also	that	the	Son	should	be	honored	[Jn.	5:23],	and	‘The	one	who	has	seen	Me	
has	seen	the	Father	[Jn.	14:9],’	and,	‘No	one	doth	fully	know	the	Father,	except	the	Son	
[cf.	Mt.	11:27],’	in	all	which	there	is	no	hint...of	any	variation	of	glory,	or	of	essence,	or	
anything	else,	between	the	Father	and	the	Son.”	[Against	Eunomius,	Bk.	II,	§	4,	in	
Nicene,	2nd	Ser.,	Vol.	V:105.]	
		
												“The	very	same	character	of	divinity	is	seen	in	Both.”	[Against	Eunomius,	Bk.	VI,	§	
3,	op.	cit.,	V:185.]	
		
28“Come	to	Me,	all	you	who	labor	and	are	burdened,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.	
“Come	 to	 the	 Lord”	 –	 through	prayer	and	 longing.	 It	 implies	 that	 the	exhaustion	and	
depletion	are	the	result	of	attempting	to	serve	God	alone,	without	His	Grace.	
Labor	(κοπιῶντες)	~	(a)	I	grow	weary,	(b)	I	toil,	work	with	effort	(of	bodily	and	mental	
labor	alike).	"exhausting	labor"	–	to	labor	until	worn-out,	depleted	(exhausted).	
(Strongs,	See	2873)	
Burdened	 ~	 (Πεφορτισμένοι)	 overloaded	 (pack	 up),	 causing	 someone	 to	 be	 (literally)	
"weighted-down."	(Strongs,	See	5413).	Someone	carrying	a	heavy	backpack	



Chrysostom:	“...all	that	are	in	anxiety,	in	sorrows,	in	sins.	Come,	not	that	I	may	call	you	
to	account,	but	that	I	may	do	away	your	sins;	come,	not	that	I	want	your	honor,	but	that	
I	want	your	salvation.	For	I,	says	He,	will	give	you	rest.	He	said	not,	I	will	save	you,	only;	
but	what	was	much	more,	I	will	place	you	in	all	security.”	
	
The	burden	of	sin	
Chrysostom:	“Come,	you	that	labor	and	are	heavy	laden;	implying	that	sin	too	has	labor,	
and	a	burden	that	is	heavy	and	hard	to	bear…	And	this	moreover	experience	itself	
proves.	For	nothing	so	weighs	upon	the	soul,	and	presses	it	down,	as	consciousness	of	
sin;	nothing	so	much	gives	it	wings,	and	raises	it	on	high,	as	the	attainment	of	
righteousness	and	virtue.	
	

29“Take	up	My	yoke	upon	you	and	learn	from	Me,	for	I	am	meek	and	humble	in	heart;	
and	you	shall	find	rest	to	your	souls.	
Chrysostom:	“If	you	have	become	lowly,	and	meek,	and	gentle.	For	this	virtue	is	the	
mother	of	all	strictness	of	life…For	not	to	another	only	do	you	become	serviceable;	but	
yourself	also	above	all	you	refresh,	says	He.	For	you	shall	find	rest	unto	your	souls.”	
Chrysostom:	
	
St.	Paul	lays	down	principles	of	discplship	
v	Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Shall	tribulation,	or	distress,	or	
persecution,	or	famine,	or	nakedness,	or	peril,	or	sword?	Romans	8:35	
v	And	that,	the	sufferings	of	this	present	time	are	not	worthy	to	be	compared	with	the	
glory	that	shall	be	revealed	in	us.	Romans	8:18	
	
v	Let	those	teach	you,	who	return	from	the	council	of	the	Jews	after	plenty	of	beatings,	
and	rejoice	that	they	were	counted	worthy	to	suffer	shame	for	the	name	of	Christ.	
Acts	5:41	
	
v	The	fear	comes	not	of	the	nature	of	the	thing,	but	of	your	neglect;	since	if	you	are	
prepared,	and	in	earnest,	all	will	be	easy	to	you	and	light.	
	
30“For	My	yoke	is	good	and	My	burden	is	light.”		[Mt.	11:25-30]	
“For	My	yoke	is	good	(crhsto;~)	and	my	burden	is	light	(ejlafrovn).”	The	KJV	translates	
crhsto;~	as	“easy,”	which	is	an	unsatisfactory	rendering.	The	word	means	useful,	good	
for	its	purpose,	wholesome,	kindly,	good.	It	is	impossible	to	find	an	English	word	that	
combines	them	all	
Saint	Chrysostom:	“Likewise	does	Paul	say,	‘For	the	lightness	(ejlafrovn)	of	our	
momentary	affliction	works	for	us	a	more	and	more	surpassing	eternal	weight	of	glory	
[2	Cor.	4:17].’...But	if	you	are	still	afraid	and	tremble	at	hearing	of	the	yoke	and	the	
burden,	the	fear	comes	not	of	the	nature	of	the	thing,	but	of	your	remissness;	since	if	
you	are	prepared,	and	in	earnest,	all	will	be	easy	(ravdia)	to	you	and	light....	
But	if	virtue	seems	a	difficult	thing,	consider	that	vice	is	more	difficult....Sin	too	has	
labor,	and	a	burden	that	is	heavy	and	hard	to	bear....For	nothing	so	weighs	upon	the	



soul,	and	presses	it	down,	as	consciousness	of	sin;	nothing	so	gives	it	wings,	and	raises	it	
on	high,	as	the	attainment	of	righteousness	and	virtue....If	we	pursue	such	a	philosophy,	
all	these	things	are	light,	easy,	and	pleasurable....Virtue’s	yoke	is	sweet	and	light....Put	
yourself	under	this	yoke	with	all	forwardness,	and	then	you	shalt	know	well	the	pleasure	
of	it.	For	it	does	not	at	all	bruise	your	neck,	but	is	put	on	you	for	good	order’s	sake	only,	
and	to	persuade	you	to	walk	seemly,	and	to	lead	you	unto	the	royal	road,	and	to	deliver	
thee	from	the	precipices	on	either	side,	and	to	make	you	walk	with	ease	in	the	narrow	
way.”	[Hom.	38,	P.G.	57:428-431	(cols.	431-434).]	


