
The Liturgy & Entering 
Heaven 



“The liturgy is served on earth, and this means in 
the time and space of this world. But if it is served 
on earth, it is accomplished in heaven, in the new 
time of the new creation, in the time of the Holy 
Spirit” (Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg 218) 

 



Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full 
of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He Who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest” 

  The Anaphora (Thanksgiving) has lifted us up and allowed our 
entering into heaven, to the very throne of God. 

 
“Man is as it were transported into heaven itself. He stands near the 
throne of glory. He flies with the Seraphim. He sings the most holy 
hymn…Heaven and earth unite in a festive celebration…of 
thanksgiving, of praise, it is a choir of common joy…” (Chrysostom, 
PG 48:734 C) 

 
 The Triumphal Hymn (Isaiah 6:3 and Matt. 21.9) Christ has 

conquered death and reigns in heaven 
 

“These angelic praises witness of heaven which we are seeing and 
hearing…a royal greeting… a meeting with God, fulfilled through 
thanksgiving, at His table, in His Kingdom” (Schmemann, The 
Eucharist, p. 190) 



Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full 
of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He Who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest” 

  Holy, Holy, Holy – the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 Lord of Sabaoth (plural of hosts, the angels) – a Hebrew 

expression for God meaning “Lord of hosts”. One Lordship and 
single Diety shared by all three persons 

 heaven and earth are full of Your glory – a 
prophetic statement of the spreading of the gospel by 
Christians. The mission of the Church.  

 Hosanna in the highest!  - save now, help, we pray 

 Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord 
– a messianic statement uttered in Palm Sunday as 
Christ the King came into Jerusalem 



The Anaphora, the prayer of thanksgiving brings 
us to the throne of God where through  

Remembering, we enter into the reality of  Last 
Supper 

 "The sacrament of the Eucharist is neither a remembrance (in the sense of 
re-calling a past event) nor a repetition (re-creating a past event) of the 
Last Supper. It is rather its manifestation." (St. John Chrysostom) 

 

Anamnesis Anamnusi~ = the biblical sense of this word is not just a 
mental recollection of what is absent but re-calling, of making what is 
past present again, so that it the power of the events is operative here and 
now. (The Heavenly Banquet, Hatzidakis, p. 252).” 

 

“The liturgy is accomplished in the New Time through the Holy 
Spirit. It is entirely , from beginning to end, an epiklesis, an 
invocation of the Holy Spirit, who transfigures everything done in 
it, each solemn rite into that which it manifests and reveals to us.” . 
(Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg. 222) 



The Remembrance of the Last Supper  as the last 
part of the prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
The Last Supper completes the earthly ministry of Christ (The Eucharist, pg. 
204) 
Everything after – the passion, crucifixion, resurrection is a consequence of the 
manifestation of the kingdom of God (in the last Supper) and its saving victory – 
the battle ensues. (The Eucharist, pg. 204) 
 
Christ was crucified by “this world” by its sins, its evil, its struggle against God. 
(The Eucharist, pg. 204) 
 
It is the love of Christ which was the glory of God’s Kingdom, being made 
manifest at the Last Supper  (John 15-17) which transforms the cross into victory. 
 
The mystery of sin: Judas betrays Christ at this meal, he leaves Paradise, he took 
flight from it. He cast himself from it! 
 
“Judas’ exit is the limit and completion of that sin whose origin is in Paradise and 
whose essence lies in the falling away of human love from God, in choosing, 
through this love, oneself and not God.” (The Eucharist, pg. 206) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Remembrance of the Last Supper  as the last 
part of the prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
 

Together with these blessed powers, merciful Master, 
we also proclaim and say: You are holy and most holy, 
You and Your only-begotten Son and Your Holy Spirit. 
You are holy and most holy, and sublime is Your glory. 
You so loved Your world that You gave Your only 
begotten Son so that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. He came and fulfilled 
the divine plan for us. On the night when He was 
betrayed, or rather when He gave Himself up for the 
life of the world (St. John Chrysostom) 



The radical change - Christ introduces A NEW MEAL – THE 
BANQUET OF HEAVEN -  THE FIRST LITURGY - he is the 
sacrificial lamb – He is the Passover – Pascha 
 

He took bread in His holy, pure, and blameless hands, gave thanks, blessed, 
sanctified, broke, and gave it to His holy disciples and apostles saying: 

 

 He gave thanks – he willingly advances towards the passion with 
thanksgiving, he submits to the Cross out of love 

 

Priest: Take, eat, this is my Body which is broken for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. 

Chrysostom: “What the Lord did not endure on the Cross (the breaking of his 
legs), He submits to now in His sacrifice for His love of you; He permits Himself 
to be broken in pieces that all may be filled.” 

 

Priest as he places the lamb in the chalice says: “The Lamb of God is broken and 
distributed; broken but not divided. He is forever eaten yet never consumed, but 
he sanctifies those who partake of Him.” 

 

 



Priest (in a low voice): Likewise, after supper, He took the cup, saying: 

Priest: Drink of it all of you; this is my Blood of the new Covenant which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

People: Amen. 

 

 All of you - Communion is an act of the entire Church fulfilling herself 
and not a personal act of piety and optional thing. It was assumed everyone 
still present at this moment was in good standing and therefor were to partake 
of the gifts. (Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg. 215) 

 

 In the Old Covenant only through the shedding of blood could sins be forgiven 
(Heb. 9:22). This prefigured or was a “type” of the “blood of the eternal 
covenant made through Christ.  

 

“…the Passion, becoming the basis and guarantee of the New Covenant, 
inaugurates a new relationship of love, friendship and intimacy between 
God and His new people.” (Archbishop Demetrios, Authority and Passion) 
 

  “It was by eating that man got into trouble in the Garden of Eden. And it is by 
eating that salvation comes” (Anthony Coniaris, These are the Sacraments, pg 
87) 

 



The elevation of the gifts 
Do this in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, you proclaim my death, and you confess my resurrection. 
Therefore, Master, we also, remembering His saving passion and life giving 
cross, His three; day burial and resurrection from the dead, His ascension 
into heaven, and enthronement at Your right hand, God and Father, and His 
glorious and awesome second coming. (St Basil Liturgy) 

 

Priest: We offer to You these gifts from Your own gifts in all and for all 

 

The priest makes the form of the cross as he lifts up the gifts showing that 
this is the bloodless sacrifice of Christ’s love for the world.  



“Words of Institution” – not a 
consecratory formula for Orthodoxy 

 

 

The consecration is an act of the entire Church – the people 
Assembled and through everything that has taken place up to 
this point. 
 

The Preparation of the Offerings 
The Assembly of the Faithful 
The Entrance & Proclamation of the Gospel 
The Offering and placing of gifts on the altar 
The Kiss of Peace & Confession of Faith (Creed) 
The Anaphora – lifting up of gifts in Thanksgiving & 

Remembrance (Last Supper) 
The Remembrance concludes with the Epiklesis – invocation 

of the Holy Spirit 



The Remembrance concludes with the 
Epiklesis – invocation of the Holy Spirit – to 
make present that which is already  

 

 

Pentecost bestows upon the Church the New Time of the Kingdom, 
to abide in this new time is to abide in the Spirit such as takes place 
in worship. (Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg. 219) 
 
“The liturgy is accomplished in the New Time through the Holy 
Spirit. It is entirely , from beginning to end, an epiklesis, an 
invocation of the Holy Spirit, who transfigures everything done in 
it, each solemn rite into that which it manifests and reveals to us.” . 
(Schmemann, The Eucharist, pg. 222) 
  
The Epiklesis ~ “the prayer that God will manifest the Holy Spirit, will 
show the bread and wine of our offering to be the body and blood of 
Christ and make us worthy to partake of it. (Schmemann, The Eucharist, 
p. 216) 



The purpose of the Eucharist lies not in the change of 
bread and wine but in our partaking of Christ – the Bread 
of our Life and the manifestation of the Church 

 

 

Therefore, most holy Master, we also, Your sinful and unworthy servants, 
whom You have made worthy to serve at Your holy altar, not because of our 
own righteousness (for we have not done anything good upon the earth), 
but because of Your mercy and compassion, which You have so richly 
poured upon us, we dare to approach Your holy altar, and bring forth the 
symbols of the holy Body and Blood of Your Christ. We pray to You and call 
upon You, O Holy of Holies, that by the favor of Your goodness, Your Holy 
Spirit may come upon us and upon the gifts here presented, to bless, 
sanctify, and make this bread to be the precious Body of our Lord and God 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 The calling upon the Holy Spirit is focused on us and the gifts. “Unite us 
all to one another who become partakers of the one Bread and Cup in 
the Communion of the Holy Spirit”  

 
 This is why the Holy Gifts never became an object of special reverence or 

contemplation 


