
I	Corinthians	Chapter	IX	
	
	
Place	in	the	Lectionary:	
▪ 9:2-12	11th	Sunday	after	Pentecost:	Priest	receiving	his	wages	
▪ 9:13-18	8th	Monday	after	Pentecost:	Food	and	living	from	the	Temple	
▪ 9:19-27	Feast	of	the	Eve	of	Epiphany:	January	5/	-	Paul	serving	all	men	
	
I.	St.	Paul	Establishes	his	authority	
9:1	Am	I	not	free?	Am	I	not	an	apostle?	Have	I	not	seen	Jesus	our	Lord?	Are	not	you	my	
workmanship	in	the	Lord?	2	If	to	others	I	am	not	an	apostle,	at	least	I	am	to	you;	for	you	
are	the	seal	of	my	apostleship	in	the	Lord.	
	
1.)	He	is	an	eyewitness	of	the	Lord	
“Last	of	all,	as	to	one	untimely	born,	he	appeared	also	to	me.	(I	Cor.	15:8)”	
	
2.)	His	proof	of	apostleship	is	the	Corinthians	
"Are	you	not	my	work	in	the	Lord?"	For	this	is	the	great	thing;	and	those	others	avail	
nothing,	apart	from	this.	Even	Judas	himself	was	"an	Apostle,"	and	"free,"	and	"saw	
Christ;"	but	because	he	had	not	"the	work	of	an	Apostle,"	all	those	things	profited	him	
not.	.	.	For	the	seal	of	mine	Apostleship	are	you	:	i.e.,	its	proof.	"Should	any	one,	
moreover,	desire	to	learn	whence	I	am	an	Apostle,	you	are	the	persons	whom	I	bring	
forward:	for	all	the	signs	of	an	Apostle	have	I	exhibited	among	you,	and	not	one	have	I	
failed	in."	As	also	he	speaks	in	the	Second	Epistle,	saying,	(2	Cor.	12:12)	"Though	I	am	
nothing,	truly	the	signs	of	an	Apostle	were	wrought	among	you	in	all	patience,	by	signs	
and	wonders	and	mighty	works.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI)”	
	
Paul’s	Defense	against	those	who	questioned	paying	the	apostles.	
	
3	This	is	my	defense	to	those	who	would	examine	me.	4	Do	we	not	have	the	right	to	our	
food	and	drink?	5	Do	we	not	have	the	right	to	be	accompanied	by	a	wife,	as	the	other	
apostles	and	the	brothers	of	the	Lord	and	Cephas?	6	Or	is	it	only	Barnabas	and	I	who	
have	no	right	to	refrain	from	working	for	a	living?	
	
Not	only	are	the	Apostles	allowed	a	wife	or	a	deaconess	but	they	must	be	cared	from	
as	well.	
	
7	Who	serves	as	a	soldier	at	his	own	expense?	Who	plants	a	vineyard	without	eating	any	
of	its	fruit?	Who	tends	a	flock	without	getting	some	of	the	milk?	8	Do	I	say	this	on	human	
authority?	Does	not	the	law	say	the	same?	9	For	it	is	written	in	the	law	of	Moses,	"You	
shall	not	muzzle	an	ox	when	it	is	treading	out	the	grain."	Is	it	for	oxen	that	God	is	
concerned?	10	Does	he	not	speak	entirely	for	our	sake?	It	was	written	for	our	sake,	
because	the	plowman	should	plow	in	hope	and	the	thresher	thresh	in	hope	of	a	share	in	
the	crop.	



	
St.	Paul	refuses	support	not	because	he	wasn’t	entitled	but	to	edify	them.	
Paul	draws	from	everyday	life	examples	to	support	his	claim	to	wages	
The	Soldier	
	
“For	not	with	men	alone	was	their	warfare,	but	with	demons	also,	and	against	the	
prince	of	those	beings	was	their	battle	array.	What	he	says	therefore	is	this:	"Not	even	
do	heathen	governors,	cruel	and	unjust	as	they	are,	require	their	soldiers	to	endure	
service	and	peril	and	live	on	their	own	means.	How	then	could	Christ	ever	have	required	
this?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI)”	
	
The	Farmer	
“For	as	by	the	former	he	indicated	his	dangers,	so	by	this	his	labor	and	abundant	travail	
and	care.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI)”	
	
The	Shepherd	
“He	is	exhibiting	the	great	concern	which	it	becomes	a	teacher	to	show	for	those	who	
are	under	his	rule.	For,	in	fact,	the	Apostles	were	both	soldiers	and	farmers	and	
shepherds,	not	of	the	earth	nor	of	irrational	animals,	nor	in	such	wars	as	are	perceptible	
by	sense;	but	of	reasonable	souls	and	in	battle	array	with	the	demons.	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians,	Homily	XXI)”	
	
The	support	however,	is	to	be	moderate	as	the	examples	indicate.	
“.	.	.	he	shows	also	what	kind	of	man	a	priest	ought	to	be.	For	he	ought	to	possess	both	
the	courage	of	a	soldier	and	the	diligence	of	a	farmer	and	the	carefulness	of	a	shepherd,	
and	after	all	these,	to	seek	nothing	more	than	necessaries.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	
Homily	XXI)”	
	
11	If	we	have	sown	spiritual	good	among	you,	is	it	too	much	if	we	reap	your	material	
benefits?	12	If	others	share	this	rightful	claim	upon	you,	do	not	we	still	more?	
Nevertheless,	we	have	not	made	use	of	this	right,	but	we	endure	anything	rather	than	
put	an	obstacle	in	the	way	of	the	gospel	of	Christ.	
	
The	spiritual	blessings	received	outweigh	the	material	support	given	in	return	
“Thus,	to	prevent	high	thoughts	in	those	who	contribute	to	their	teachers,	he	signified	
that	they	receive	more	than	they	give.	As	if	he	had	said,	"Farmers,	whatsoever	they	sow,	
this	also	do	they	receive;	but	we,	sowing	in	your	souls	spiritual	things,	do	reap	material."	
For	such	is	the	kind	of	support	given	by	them.	Further,	and	still	more	to	put	them	to	the	
blush.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
2.	Verse	12	refers	to	false	Apostles	who	came	later	and	disrupted	the	community	
For	it	is	not	Peter	whom	he	mentions	here	nor	the	Apostles,	but	certain	other	spurious	
ones,	with	whom	he	afterwards	enters	into	combat,	and	concerning	whom	he	says,	(2	
Cor.	11:	20)	"If	a	man	devour	you,	if	he	take	you	captive,	if	he	exalt	himself,	if	he	smite	



you	on	the	face	.	.	.it	is	evident	that	he	hints	at	certain	pestilent	men,	and	deceivers	of	
them.	And	having	said,	"do	not	we	yet	more?"	he	does	not	prove	why	yet	more,	but	
leaves	it	to	their	consciences	to	convince	them	of	that,	wishing	at	the	same	time	both	to	
alarm	and	to	abash	them	more	thoroughly.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
By	 not	 accepted	 his	 right	 to	 wages	 he	 was	 being	 sensitive	 to	 its	 possible	 negative	
consequences.	
	
a.)	Paul’s	piety	was	so	severe	that	he	willingly	endured	whatever	was	necessary	to	
lead	to	“weak”	Corinthians	higher.	
	
"I	robbed	other	Churches,	taking	wages	of	them	that	I	might	minister	unto	you;	and	
when	I	was	present	with	you,	and	was	in	want,	I	was	not	a	burden	on	any	man."	(2	Cor.	
11:8-9)	.	.	.Why?	"That	we	may	cause	no	hindrance	to	the	Gospel	of	Christ."	For	since	
the	Corinthians	were	rather	weak-minded,	"lest	we	should	wound	you,"	says	he	"by	
receiving,	we	chose	to	do	even	more	than	was	commanded	rather	than	hinder	the	
Gospel,"	i.e.,	your	instruction.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
God	gives	us	guidelines	yet	we	are	free	to	do	more	and	respond	freely	
“For	this	also	did	Paul;	when	he	might	have	received,	Christ	having	granted	permission,	
he	received	not.	Thus	hath	our	Lord	in	His	mercy	mingled	much	gentleness	with	His	
precepts	that	it	might	not	be	all	merely	of	commandment,	but	that	we	might	do	much	
also	of	our	own	mind.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
b.)	How	often	do	we	go	beyond	what	is	expected?	
“But	we	are	not	only	not	forward	to	do	more,	and	to	go	beyond	the	precepts,	but	we	fall	
very	short	even	of	the	measure	of	things	commanded.	And	whereas	Paul	suffered	
hunger	that	he	might	not	hinder	the	Gospel;	we	have	not	the	heart	even	to	touch	what	
is	in	our	treasuries,	though	we	see	innumerable	souls	overthrown	.	.	.	What	madness	is	
this	to	fill	your	chests	with	apparel,	and	overlook	him	that	is	made	after	God's	image	
and	similitude,	naked	and	trembling	with	cold,	and	with	difficulty	keeping	himself	
upright.?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
c.)	Against	making	excuses	for	not	giving	
"But	he	pretends,"	says	one,	"this	tremor	and	weakness."	And	do	you	not	fear	lest	a	
thunderbolt	from	heaven,	kindled	by	this	word,	should	fall	upon	thee?	(For	I	am	bursting	
with	wrath:	bear	with	me.)	You,	I	say,	pampering	and	fattening	yourself	and	.	.	
.comforting	yourself	in	soft	coverlets,	do	you	not	deem	yourself	liable	to	judgment,	so	
lawlessly	using	the	gifts	of	God:	(for	wine	was	not	made	that	we	should	be	drunken;	nor	
food,	that	we	should	pamper	our	appetites;	nor	meats,	that	we	should	distend	the	
belly.)	But	from	the	poor,	the	wretched,	from	him	that	is	as	good	as	dead,	from	him	
demand	you	strict	accounts,	and	do	you	not	fear	Christ's	tribunal,	so	full	of	all	awfulness	
and	terror?	So	what,	if	he	does	play	the	hypocrite,	he	does	it	of	necessity	and	want,	
because	of	your	cruelty	and	inhumanity,	requiring	the	use	of	such	masks	.	.	.but	we	are	
worthy	of	innumerable	punishments	because	we	compel	the	poor	to	suffer	such	things.	



For	if	we	would	easily	give	way,	never	would	he	have	chosen	to	endure	such	things.	
(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
True	alms	giving	is	done	liberally	
“But	if	you	give	a	little	silver,	you	think	as	much	of	it	as	if	you	had	laid	out	all	you	have,	
not	knowing	that	not	the	giving	but	the	giving	liberally,	this	is	true	almsgiving.	
Wherefore	also	it	is	not	those	simply	who	give	whom	the	prophet	proclaims	and	calls	
happy,	but	those	who	bestow	liberally.	For	he	does	not	say	simply,	He	has	given,	but	
what?	‘He	has	distributed	freely,	he	has	given	to	the	poor’	(Psalm	112:9)	For	what	profit	
is	it,	when	you	give	as	it	were	a	glass	of	water	out	of	the	sea,	and	even	a	widow's	
generosity	is	beyond	your	imitation?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
	
True	almsgiving	is	a	personal	act	
“But	what	is	their	constant	talk?	"He	has,"	they	say,	"the	common	church-allowance."	
And	what	is	that	to	you?	For	you	will	not	be	saved	because	I	give;	nor	if	the	Church	gives	
have	you	blotted	out	your	own	sins.	For	this	cause	you	don’t	give,	because	the	Church	
ought	to	give	to	the	needy?	Because	the	priests	pray,	will	you	never	pray	yourself?	And	
because	others	fast,	will	you	be	continually	drunken?	Don’t	you	know	that	God	enacted	
not	almsgiving	so	much	for	the	sake	of	the	poor	as	for	the	sake	of	the	persons	
themselves	who	give?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	
“Above	all	hold	unfailing	your	love	for	one	another,	since	love	covers	a	multitude	of	sins.	
(I	Peter	4:8)”	
	
“So	we	know	and	believe	the	love	God	has	for	us.	God	is	love,	and	he	who	abides	in	love	
abides	in	God,	and	God	abides	in	him.	In	this	is	love	perfected	with	us,	that	we	may	have	
confidence	for	the	day	of	judgment,	because	as	he	is	so	are	we	in	this	world.	There	is	no	
fear	in	love,	but	perfect	love	casts	out	fear.	For	fear	has	to	do	with	punishment,	and	he	
who	fears	is	not	perfected	in	love.	We	love,	because	he	first	loved	us.	If	any	one	says,	"I	
love	God,"	and	hates	his	brother,	he	is	a	liar;	for	he	who	does	not	love	his	brother	whom	
he	has	seen,	cannot	love	God	whom	he	has	not	seen.	(John	4:16-20)	
	
Not	trusting	or	liking	the	priest/	parish	Council	is	an	excuse	not	to	give.	
“For	now,	as	I	have	just	said,	we	are	really	prepared	to	render	up	our	accounts	to	you.	
But	even	if	it	were	the	reverse,	and	you	had	corrupt	teachers	plundering	and	grasping	at	
every	thing,	not	even	so	were	their	wickedness	an	excuse	for	you.	For	the	Lover	of	
mankind	and	All-wise,	the	Only-Begotten	Son	of	God,	seeing	all	things,	and	knowing	the	
chance	that	in	so	great	length	of	time	and	in	so	vast	a	world	there	would	be	many	
corrupt	priests;	lest	the	carelessness	of	those	under	their	rule	should	increase	through	
their	neglect,	removing	every	excuse	for	indifference.	.	.For	not	from	what	your	teacher	
has	done	but	from	what	you	have	heard	and	disobeyed,	from	that,	I	say,	does	God	pass	
his	sentence	upon	you.	So	that	if	you	do	the	things	commanded,	you	shall	then	stand	
with	much	boldness:	but	if	you	disobey	the	things	spoken,	even	though	you	should	show	
ten	thousand	corrupt	priests,	this	will	not	plead	for	you	at	all.	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians,	Homily	XXI).”	



II.	St.	Paul’s	discretion	of	his	use	of	authority	
13	Do	you	not	know	that	those	who	are	employed	in	the	temple	service	get	their	food	
from	the	temple,	and	those	who	serve	at	the	altar	share	in	the	sacrificial	offerings?	14	In	
the	same	way,	the	Lord	commanded	that	those	who	proclaim	the	gospel	should	get	their	
living	by	the	gospel.	15	But	I	have	made	no	use	of	any	of	these	rights,	nor	am	I	writing	
this	to	secure	any	such	provision.	For	I	would	rather	die	than	have	any	one	deprive	me	of	
my	ground	for	boasting.	16	For	if	I	preach	the	gospel,	that	gives	me	no	ground	for	
boasting.	For	necessity	is	laid	upon	me.	Woe	to	me	if	I	do	not	preach	the	gospel!	17	For	if	
I	do	this	of	my	own	will,	I	have	a	reward;	but	if	not	of	my	own	will,	I	am	entrusted	with	a	
commission.	18	What	then	is	my	reward?	Just	this:	that	in	my	preaching	I	may	make	the	
gospel	free	of	charge,	not	making	full	use	of	my	right	in	the	gospel.	
	
a.)	Going	beyond	what	is	our	duty	or	expected	this	is	virtue	
“.	.	.inasmuch	as	the	one	is	a	command,	but	the	other	is	a	good	deed	of	my	own	free-
will:	for	what	things	are	done	beyond	the	commandment,	have	a	great	reward	in	this	
respect:	but	such	as	are	of	a	commandment,	not	so	great:	and	so	in	this	respect	he	says,	
the	one	is	more	than	the	other.	.	.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXII).”	
	
b.)	Servant-hood	as	a	duty	
“The	apostles	said	to	the	Lord,	"Increase	our	faith!"	And	the	Lord	said,	"If	you	had	faith	
as	a	grain	of	mustard	seed,	you	could	say	to	this	sycamore	tree,	'Be	rooted	up,	and	be	
planted	in	the	sea,'	and	it	would	obey	you.	"Will	any	one	of	you,	who	has	a	servant	
plowing	or	keeping	sheep,	say	to	him	when	he	has	come	in	from	the	field,	'Come	at	once	
and	sit	down	at	table'?	Will	he	not	rather	say	to	him,	'Prepare	supper	for	me,	and	gird	
yourself	and	serve	me,	till	I	eat	and	drink;	and	afterward	you	shall	eat	and	drink'?	Does	
he	thank	the	servant	because	he	did	what	was	commanded?	So	you	also,	when	you	
have	done	all	that	is	commanded	you,	say,	'We	are	unworthy	servants;	we	have	only	
done	what	was	our	duty.'"	(Luke	17:5-10)	
	
III.	St.	Paul’s	mission	to	“save”	
	
19	For	though	I	am	free	from	all	men,	I	have	made	myself	a	slave	to	all,	that	I	might	win	
the	more.	20	To	the	Jews	I	became	as	a	Jew,	in	order	to	win	Jews;	to	those	under	the	law	
I	became	as	one	under	the	law	--	though	not	being	myself	under	the	law	--	that	I	might	
win	those	under	the	law.	21	To	those	outside	the	law	I	became	as	one	outside	the	law	--	
not	being	without	law	toward	God	but	under	the	law	of	Christ	--	that	I	might	win	those	
outside	the	law.	22	To	the	weak	I	became	weak,	that	I	might	win	the	weak.	I	have	
become	all	things	to	all	men,	that	I	might	by	all	means	save	some.	23	I	do	it	all	for	the	
sake	of	the	gospel,	that	I	may	share	in	its	blessings.	
	
1.)	By	leading	others	to	Christ	they	are	saved.	
“See	how	far	it	is	carried?	"I	am	become	all	things	to	all	men,"	not	expecting,	however,	
to	save	all,	but	that	I	may	save	though	it	be	but	a	few.	And	so	great	care	and	service	
have	I	undergone,	as	one	naturally	would	who	was	about	saving	all,	however	far	from	



hoping	to	gain	all:	which	was	truly	noble	and	a	proof	of	burning	zeal.	Since	likewise	the	
Sower	sowed	every	where,	and	saved	not	all	the	seed,	notwithstanding	he	did	his	part.	
And	having	mentioned	the	fewness	of	those	who	are	saved,	again,	adding,	"by	all	
means,"	he	consoled	those	to	whom	this	was	a	grief.	For	though	it	be	not	possible	that	
all	the	seed	should	be	saved,	nevertheless	it	cannot	be	that	all	should	perish.	Wherefore	
he	said,	"by	all	means,"	because	one	so	ardently	zealous	must	certainly	have	some	
success.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXII).”	
	
2.)	The	leading	others	to	salvation	is	often	expressed	through	the	hymnology	of	the	
Church	with	reference	to	saints.	i.e.	“intercede	that	Christ	may	save	our	souls.”	
	
IV.	St.	Paul’s	Disciplined	life	leads	to	the	reward.	
	
24	Do	you	not	know	that	in	a	race	all	the	runners	compete,	but	only	one	receives	the	
prize?	So	run	that	you	may	obtain	it.	25	Every	athlete	exercises	self-control	in	all	things.	
They	do	it	to	receive	a	perishable	wreath,	but	we	an	imperishable.	26	Well,	I	do	not	run	
aimlessly,	I	do	not	box	as	one	beating	the	air;	27	but	I	pommel	my	body	and	subdue	it,	
lest	after	preaching	to	others	I	myself	should	be	disqualified.	
	
Salvation	&	Conduct	
“Now	this	he	says,	not	as	though	here	also	one	only	out	of	many	would	be	saved;	far	
from	it;	but	to	set	forth	the	exceeding	diligence	which	it	is	our	duty	to	use.	For	as	there,	
though	many	descend	into	the	course	not	many	are	crowned,	but	this	befalls	one	only;	
and	it	is	not	enough	to	descend	into	the	contest,	nor	to	anoint	one's	self	and	wrestle:	so	
likewise	here	it	is	not	sufficient	to	believe,	and	to	contend	in	any	way;	but	unless	we	
have	so	run	as	unto	the	end	to	show	ourselves	unblemished	,	and	to	come	near	the	
prize,	it	will	profit	us	nothing.	For	even	though	you	consider	yourself	to	be	perfect	
according	to	knowledge,	you	have	not	yet	attained	the	whole;	which	hinting	at,	he	said,	
"so	run,	that	you	may	obtain."	They	had	not	then	yet,	as	it	seems,	attained.	And	having	
said	thus,	he	teaches	them	also	the	manner.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXIII).”	
	
Repentance	and	the	necessity	of	spiritual	disciplines	
“What	is,	"all	things?"	He	does	not	abstain	from	one	and	err	in	another,	but	he	masters	
entirely	gluttony	and	lustfulness	and	drunkenness	and	all	his	passions.	"For	this,"	says	
he,	"takes	place	even	in	the	heathen	games.	For	neither	is	excess	of	wine	permitted	to	
those	who	contend	at	the	time	of	the	contest,	nor	wantonness,	lest	they	should	weaken	
their	vigor,	nor	yet	so	much	as	to	be	busied	about	any	thing	else,	but	separating	
themselves	altogether	from	all	things	they	apply	themselves	to	their	exercise	only."	Now	
if	there	these	things	be	so	where	the	crown	falls	to	one,	much	more	here,	where	the	
incitement	in	emulation	is	more	abundant.	For	here	neither	is	one	to	be	crowned	alone,	
and	the	rewards	also	far	surpass	the	labors.	Wherefore	also	he	puts	it	so	as	to	shame	
them,	saying,	"Now	they	do	it	receive	to	a	corruptible	crown,	but	we	an	incorruptible."	
(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXIII).”	
	



“He	said	not,	"I	kill:"	nor.,	"I	punish"	for	the	flesh	is	not	to	be	hated,	but,	"I	strike	and	
bring	into	bondage;"	which	is	the	part	of	a	master	not	of	an	enemy,	of	a	teacher	not	of	a	
foe,	of	a	gymnastic	master	not	of	an	adversary.	"Lest	by	any	means,	having	preached	to	
others,	I	myself	should	be	a	rejected."	Now	if	Paul	feared	this	who	had	taught	so	many,	
and	feared	it	after	his	preaching	and	becoming	an	angel	and	undertaking	the	leadership	
of	the	whole	world;	what	can	we	say?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXIII).”	
	
Adokimos	=	rejected,	disqualified	
dokimos	=	a	tested	state	
	
“For,	"think	not,"	says	he,	"because	you	have	believed,	that	this	is	sufficient	for	your	
salvation:	since	if	to	me	neither	preaching	nor	teaching	nor	bringing	over	innumerable	
persons,	is	enough	for	salvation	unless	I	exhibit	my	own	conduct	also	unblemished,	
much	less	to	you."	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXIII).”	
	
“Blessed	(dokimos)	is	the	man	who	endures	trial,	for	when	he	has	stood	the	test	he	will	
receive	the	crown	of	life	which	God	has	promised	to	those	who	love	him.	(James	1:12).”	
“.	.	.but	just	as	we	have	been	approved	by	God	to	be	entrusted	with	the	gospel,	so	we	
speak,	not	to	please	men,	but	to	please	God	who	tests	our	hearts.	(I	The	2:4)”	
	
“And	since	they	did	not	see	fit	to	acknowledge	God,	God	gave	them	up	to	a	base	
(adokimon)	mind	and	to	improper	conduct.	(Rom	1:28)	
	
“For	our	deliverance	from	all	affliction,	wrath	danger	and	distress,	let	us	pray	to	the	
Lord.	.	.Help	us,	save	us,	have	mercy	upon	us,	and	keep	us,	O	God	by	Your	grace.”	Liturgy	
of	St.	John	Chrysostom	
	


