
I	Corinthians	Chapter	XII	
	
	
Place	in	the	Lectionary:	
▪ 11:31-12:6	Varieties	of	Service	Monday,	9	th	week	after	Pentecost	
▪ 12:7-11	Spirit	manifested	in	various	ways	Jan	25:	Feast	Greg	of	Nazianzes	
▪ 12:12-26	Body	of	Christ,	Church	-	body	Tues.	9th	week	after	Pentecost	
▪ 12:27-13:8	Body	of	Christ	Feast	of	the	Un-paid	Healers	
	
Diversity	of	Gifts	
12:1	Now	concerning	spiritual	gifts,	brethren,	I	do	not	want	you	to	be	uninformed.	2	You	
know	that	when	you	were	heathen,	you	were	led	astray	to	dumb	idols,	however	you	
may	have	been	moved.	
	
Spiritual	gifts	were	intensified	due	to	the	newness	of	experiencing	God’s	grace:	
“Whoever	was	baptized	he	straightway	spoke	with	tongues	and	not	with	tongues	only,	
but	many	also	prophesied,	and	some	also	performed	many	other	wonderful	works.	For	
since	on	their	coming	over	from	idols,	without	any	clear	knowledge	or	training	in	the	
ancient	Scriptures,	they	at	once	on	their	baptism	received	the	Spirit,	yet	the	Spirit	they	
saw	not,	for	It	is	invisible;	therefore	God's	grace	bestowed	some	sensible	proof	of	that	
energy.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
The	Spiritual	gifts	given	to	all	became	a	source	of	divisions	and	envy	among	them.	
“For	as	the	Apostles	themselves	had	received	this	sign	first,	so	also	the	faithful	went	on	
receiving	it,	I	mean,	the	gift	of	tongues;	yet	not	this	only	but	also	many	others:	inasmuch	
as	many	used	even	to	raise	the	dead	and	to	cast	out	devils	and	to	perform	many	other	
such	wonders:	and	they	had	gifts	too,	some	less,	and	some	more.	But	more	abundant	
than	all	was	the	gift	of	tongues	among	them:	and	this	became	to	them	a	cause	of	
division;	not	from	its	own	nature	but	from	the	perverseness	of	them	that	had	received	
it:	in	that	on	the	one	hand	the	possessors	of	the	greater	gifts	were	lifted	up	against	
them	that	had	the	lesser:	and	these	again	were	grieved,	and	envied	the	owners	of	the	
greater.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
The	differences	between	fortune-telling	(channelers)	and	Prophecy	
"In	the	idol-temples,"	says	he,	"if	any	were	at	any	time	possessed	by	an	unclean	spirit	
and	began	to	divine,	even	as	one	dragged	away,	so	was	he	drawn	by	that	spirit	in	chains:	
knowing	nothing	of	the	things	which	he	utters.	For	this	is	peculiar	to	the	soothsayer,	to	
be	beside	himself,	to	be	under	compulsion,	to	be	pushed,	to	be	dragged,	to	be	haled	as	
a	mad-man.	But	the	prophet	not	so,	but	with	sober	mind	and	composed	temper	and	
knowing	what	he	is	saying,	he	utters	all	things.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	
XXIX)	
	
True	Prophecy:	understanding,	freedom,	privilege	
“He	did	not	however	state	ours,	I	mean	the	prophesying.	For	it	was	well	known	to	them	



all,	and	prophecy	was	exercised	among	them,	as	was	meet	for	their	condition,	with	
understanding	and	with	entire	freedom.	Therefore,	you	see,	they	had	power	either	to	
speak	or	to	refrain	from	speaking.	For	they	were	not	bound	by	necessity,	but	were	
honored	with	a	privilege.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
3	Therefore	I	want	you	to	understand	that	no	one	speaking	by	the	Spirit	of	God	ever	says	
"Jesus	be	cursed!"	and	no	one	can	say	"Jesus	is	Lord"	except	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	4	Now	
there	are	varieties	of	gifts	(Xarismaton-	charisms),	but	the	same	Spirit;	5	and	there	are	
varieties	of	service	(Diakonion),	but	the	same	Lord;	6	and	there	are	varieties	of	working,	
but	it	is	the	same	God	who	inspires	(energon=	works)	them	all	in	every	one.	
	
1.	Gifts	-	thanksgiving	-	equal	honor-	same	source	:	No	Competition	in	the	Church	
“Still,	consider	that	it	is	a	free	gift	and	not	a	debt,	and	you	wilt	be	able	to	soothe	your	
pain.	.	.by	the	name	of	free	gifts	prevailing	on	them	not	only	not	to	grieve	but	even	to	be	
thankful.	"And	withal	consider	this	also,"	says	he,	"that	even	if	you	are	made	inferior	in	
the	measure	of	what	is	given;	in	that	it	has	been	vouchsafed	to	you	to	receive	from	the	
same	source	as	the	other	who	has	received	more,	you	have	equal	honor.	For	certainly	
you	cannot	not	say	that	the	Spirit	bestowed	the	gift	on	him,	but	an	angel	on	you:	since	
the	Spirit	bestowed	it	both	on	you	and	him.	Wherefore	he	added,	"but	the	same	Spirit."	
So	that	even	if	there	be	a	difference	in	the	gift,	yet	is	there	no	difference	in	the	Giver.	
For	from	the	same	Fountain	you	are	drawing,	both	you	and	he.”	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
Every	gift	is	the	effort	of	the	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit	
“Do	you	see	that	he	implies	that	there	is	no	difference	in	the	gifts	of	the	Father,	and	the	
Son,	and	the	Holy	Ghost?	Not	confusing	the	Persons,	God	forbid!	But	declaring	the	equal	
honor	of	the	Essence.	For	that	which	the	Spirit	bestows,	this	he	says	that	God	also	
works;	this,	that	the	Son	likewise	ordains	and	grants.	Yet	surely	if	the	one	were	inferior	
to	the	other,	or	the	other	to	it,	he	would	not	have	thus	set	it	down	nor	would	this	have	
been	his	way	of	consoling	the	person	who	was	vexed.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	
Homily	XXIX)	
	
7	To	each	is	given	the	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	common	good.	8	To	one	is	given	
through	the	Spirit	the	utterance	of	wisdom,	and	to	another	the	utterance	of	knowledge	
according	to	the	same	Spirit,	9	to	another	faith	by	the	same	Spirit,	to	another	gifts	of	
healing	by	the	one	Spirit,	10	to	another	the	working	of	miracles,	to	another	prophecy,	to	
another	the	ability	to	distinguish	between	spirits,	to	another	various	kinds	of	tongues,	to	
another	the	interpretation	of	tongues.	11	All	these	are	inspired	by	one	and	the	same	
Spirit,	who	apportions	to	each	one	individually	as	he	wills.	
	
1.)	The	Signs	of	being	in	the	Spirit	
“For	to	me	who	am	a	believer,	he	that	has	the	Spirit	is	manifest	from	his	having	been	
baptized:	but	to	the	unbeliever	this	will	in	no	wise	be	manifest,	except	from	the	
miracles:	so	that	hence	also	again	there	is	no	small	consolation.	For	though	there	be	a	



difference	of	gifts,	yet	the	evidence	is	one:	since	whether	you	have	much	or	little,	you	
are	equally	manifest.	So	that	if	you	desire	to	show	this,	that	you	have	the	Spirit,	you	
have	a	sufficient	demonstration.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
2.)	The	Word	of	Wisdom?	
“That	which	Paul	had,	which	John	had,	the	son	of	Thunder”	(Chrysostom)	
	
3.)	The	word	of	knowledge?	
“And	what	is	"the	word	of	knowledge?"	That	which	most	of	the	faithful	had,	possessing	
indeed	knowledge,	but	not	thereupon	able	to	teach	nor	easily	to	convey	to	another	
what	they	knew.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
4.)	Faith?	
"And	to	another,	faith:"	not	meaning	by	this	faith	the	faith	of	doctrines,	but	the	faith	of	
miracles;	concerning	which	Christ	says,	"If	you	have	faith	as	a	grain	of	mustard-seed,	you	
shall	say	to	this	mountain,	Remove,	and	it	shall	remove."	(Matt.	17:20)	And	the	Apostles	
too	concerning	this	besought	Him,	saying,	"Increase	our	faith:"	(Luke	17:5)	for	this	is	the	
mother	of	the	miracles.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
5.	)	The	difference	between	the	power	of	healing	&	working	of	miracles	
“But	to	possess	the	power	of	working	miracles	and	gifts	of	healing,	is	not	the	same	
thing:	for	he	that	had	a	gift	of	healing	used	only	to	do	cures:	but	he	that	possessed	
powers	for	working	miracles	used	to	punish	also.	For	a	miracle	is	not	the	healing	only,	
but	the	punishing	also:	even	as	Paul	inflicted	blindness:	as	Peter	slew.”	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
“But	Saul,	who	is	also	called	Paul,	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	looked	intently	at	him	and	
said,	"You	son	of	the	devil,	you	enemy	of	all	righteousness,	full	of	all	deceit	and	villainy,	
will	you	not	stop	making	crooked	the	straight	paths	of	the	Lord?	And	now,	behold,	the	
hand	of	the	Lord	is	upon	you,	and	you	shall	be	blind	and	unable	to	see	the	sun	for	a	
time."	Immediately	mist	and	darkness	fell	upon	him	and	he	went	about	seeking	people	
to	lead	him	by	the	hand.	(Acts	13:9-11)	
	
“But	Peter	said,	"Ananias,	why	has	Satan	filled	your	heart	to	lie	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	to	
keep	back	part	of	the	proceeds	of	the	land?	While	it	remained	unsold,	did	it	not	remain	
your	own?	And	after	it	was	sold,	was	it	not	at	your	disposal?	How	is	it	that	you	have	
contrived	this	deed	in	your	heart?	You	have	not	lied	to	men	but	to	God."	When	Ananias	
heard	these	words,	he	fell	down	and	died.	And	great	fear	came	upon	all	who	heard	of	it.	
The	young	men	rose	and	wrapped	him	up	and	carried	him	out	and	buried	him.	After	an	
interval	of	about	three	hours	his	wife	came	in,	not	knowing	what	had	happened.	And	
Peter	said	to	her,	"Tell	me	whether	you	sold	the	land	for	so	much."	And	she	said,	"Yes,	
for	so	much."	But	Peter	said	to	her,	"How	is	it	that	you	have	agreed	together	to	tempt	
the	Spirit	of	the	Lord?	Hark,	the	feet	of	those	that	have	buried	your	husband	are	at	the	
door,	and	they	will	carry	you	out."	Immediately	she	fell	down	at	his	feet	and	died.”	(Acts	



5:5-13)	
	
6.)	Discerning	of	spirits?	
“What	is,	"discerning	of	spirits?"	the	knowing	who	is	spiritual,	and	who	is	not:	who	is	a	
prophet,	and	who	a	deceiver:	as	he	said	to	the	Thessalonians,	"despise	not	
prophesying:"	(1	Thess:	5:20-21)	but	proving	all	things,	hold	fast	that	which	is	good."	For	
great	was	at	that	time	the	rush	of	the	false	prophets,	the	devil	striving	underhand	to	
substitute	falsehood	for	the	truth.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
7.)	The	highest	gift	of	Teaching	-Episcopal	Authority	
Wherefore	also	he	said,	"Let	the	bishops	that	rule	well	be	counted	worthy	of	double	
honor,	especially	they	who	labor	in	the	word	and	in	teaching."	(1	Tim	5:17)	
And	to	Timothy	he	wrote,	saying,	"Give	attendance	to	reading,	to	exhortation.	to	
teaching;	neglect	not	the	gift	that	is	in	you."	(1	Tim.	4:13-14)	See	how	he	calls	it	also	a	
gift?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
8.)	Be	content	with	what	you	have:	
"Let	us	not,	I	pray	you,	be	at	a	loss,"	says	he;	"neither	let	us	grieve,	saying,	`Why	have	I	
received	this	and	not	received	that?'	neither	let	us	demand	an	account	of	the	Holy	
Spirit.	For	if	you	know	that	he	vouchsafed	it	from	providential	care,	consider	that	from	
the	same	care	he	has	given	also	the	measure	of	it,	and	be	content	and	rejoice	in	what	
you	have	received:	but	murmur	not	at	what	you	have	not	received;	yea,	rather	confess	
God's	favor	that	you	have	not	received	things	beyond	thy	power.”	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians	12,	Homily	XXIX)	
	
	
II.	Body	of	the	Church	
12	For	just	as	the	body	is	one	and	has	many	members,	and	all	the	members	of	the	body,	
though	many,	are	one	body,	so	it	is	with	Christ.	13	For	by	one	Spirit	we	were	all	baptized	
into	one	body	--	Jews	or	Greeks,	slaves	or	free	--	and	all	were	made	to	drink	of	one	
Spirit.	14	For	the	body	does	not	consist	of	one	member	but	of	many.	
	
The	Church	is	Christ	
“The	Incarnation	is	being	completed	in	the	Church.	And	in	a	certain	sense,	the	Church	is	
Christ	Himself,	in	His	all	embracing	plenitude	(I	Cor.	12:12)	.	.	.’For	if	He	is	the	Head,	we	
are	the	members:	the	whole	man	is	He	and	we.	.	.	For	Christ	is	not	simply	in	the	head	
and	not	in	the	body	(only),	but	Christ	is	entire	in	the	head	and	the	body.	(Augistine)’	
(Florovsky,	The	Church	Her	Nature	and	Task)”	
“For	the	husband	is	the	head	of	the	wife	as	Christ	is	the	head	of	the	church,	his	body,	
and	is	himself	its	Savior.	As	the	church	is	subject	to	Christ,	so	let	wives	also	be	subject	in	
everything	to	their	husbands.	Husbands,	love	your	wives,	as	Christ	loved	the	church	and	
gave	himself	up	for	her,	that	he	might	sanctify	her,	having	cleansed	her	by	the	washing	
of	water	with	the	word,	that	he	might	present	the	church	to	himself	in	splendor,	
without	spot	or	wrinkle	or	any	such	thing,	that	she	might	be	holy	and	without	blemish.	



Even	so	husbands	should	love	their	wives	as	their	own	bodies.	He	who	loves	his	wife	
loves	himself.	For	no	man	ever	hates	his	own	flesh,	but	nourishes	and	cherishes	it,	as	
Christ	does	the	church,	because	we	are	members	of	his	body.	"For	this	reason	a	man	
shall	leave	his	father	and	mother	and	be	joined	to	his	wife,	and	the	two	shall	become	
one	flesh."	This	mystery	is	a	profound	one,	and	I	am	saying	that	it	refers	to	Christ	and	
the	church;	however,	let	each	one	of	you	love	his	wife	as	himself,	and	let	the	wife	see	
that	she	respects	her	husband.	(Eph	5:	23-33).”	
	
A	Christian	cannot	exist	in	isolation:	“One	Christian	-	No	Christian”	
1.	Fellowship	must	be	in	the	Apostolic	Community	
“So	those	who	received	his	word	were	baptized,	and	there	were	added	that	day	about	
three	thousand	souls.	And	they	devoted	themselves	to	the	apostles'	teaching	and	
fellowship,	to	the	breaking	of	bread	and	the	prayers.	(Acts	2:42)	
“Now	I	rejoice	in	my	sufferings	for	your	sake,	and	in	my	flesh	I	complete	what	is	lacking	
in	Christ's	afflictions	for	the	sake	of	his	body,	that	is,	the	church”	)Col	1:24)	
	
2.	Baptism	is	the	gift	and	mystery	by	which	one	enters	into	the	Church	
“Now	his	meaning	is	this:	that	which	established	us	to	become	one	body	and	
regenerated	us,	is	one	Spirit:	for	not	in	one	Spirit	was	one	baptized,	and	another	in	
another.	And	not	only	is	that	which	has	baptized	us	One,	but	also	that	unto	which	He	
baptized	us,	i.e.,	for	which	He	baptized	us,	is	One.	For	we	were	baptized	not	that	so	
many	several	bodies	might	be	formed,	but	that	we	might	all	preserve	one	with	another	
the	perfect	nature	of	one	body:	i.e.,	that	we	might	all	be	one	body,	into	the	same	were	
we	baptized.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXX.)	
	
3.	The	Church	of	Christ	is	One	in	the	Eucharist	(Eucaristia)	
“The	cup	of	blessing	which	we	bless,	is	it	not	a	participation	in	the	blood	of	Christ?	The	
bread	which	we	break,	is	it	not	a	participation	in	the	body	of	Christ?	Because	there	is	
one	bread,	we	who	are	many	are	one	body,	for	we	all	partake	of	the	one	bread.	(I	Cor.	
10:16-17)”	
	
"For	the	body	is	not	one	member,	but	many."	i.e.,	We	are	come	to	the	same	initiation,	
we	enjoy	the	same	Table.	And	why	said	he	not,	"we	are	nourished	by	the	same	body	and	
drink	the	same	blood?"	Because	by	saying	"Spirit,"	he	declared	them	both,	as	well	the	
flesh	as	the	blood.	For	through	both	are	we	"made	to	drink	of	the	Spirit.	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians,	Homily	XXX.)	
	
15	If	the	foot	should	say,	"Because	I	am	not	a	hand,	I	do	not	belong	to	the	body,"	that	
would	not	make	it	any	less	a	part	of	the	body.	16	And	if	the	ear	should	say,	"Because	I	
am	not	an	eye,	I	do	not	belong	to	the	body,"	that	would	not	make	it	any	less	a	part	of	the	
body.	17	If	the	whole	body	were	an	eye,	where	would	be	the	hearing?	If	the	whole	body	
were	an	ear,	where	would	be	the	sense	of	smell?	18	But	as	it	is,	God	arranged	the	organs	
in	the	body,	each	one	of	them,	as	he	chose.	19	If	all	were	a	single	organ,	where	would	
the	body	be?	20	As	it	is,	there	are	many	parts,	yet	one	body.	



Within	the	Church	there	is	a	diversity	of	roles	i.e.	Liturgical	
“For	the	being	or	not	being	a	body,	arises	from	the	having	been	made	one	or	not.	.	.	If	
there	were	not	among	you	great	diversity,	you	could	not	be	a	body;	and	not	being	a	
body,	you	could	not	be	one;	and	not	being	one,	you	could	not	be	equal	in	honor.	
Whence	it	follows	again	that	if	you	were	all	equal	in	honor,	you	were	not	a	body;	and	
not	being	a	body,	you	were	not	one;	and	not	being	one,	how	could	you	be	equal	in	
honor?	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXX.).”	
	
21	The	eye	cannot	say	to	the	hand,	"I	have	no	need	of	you,"	nor	again	the	head	to	the	
feet,	"I	have	no	need	of	you."	22	On	the	contrary,	the	parts	of	the	body	which	seem	to	be	
weaker	are	indispensable,	23	and	those	parts	of	the	body	which	we	think	less	honorable	
we	invest	with	the	greater	honor,	and	our	unpresentable	parts	are	treated	with	greater	
modesty,	24	which	our	more	presentable	parts	do	not	require.	
	
Greater	honor	is	given	to	the	weakest	parts	so	that	the	greater	parts	may	never	think	
they	don’t	need	the	lesser.	
“For	so	they	who	came	at	the	eleventh	hour	first	received	their	hire;	and	the	sheep	that	
had	wandered	induced	the	shepherd	to	leave	behind	the	ninety	and	nine	and	run	after	
it,	and	when	it	was	found,	he	bore	and	did	not	drive	it;	and	the	prodigal	son	obtained	
more	honor	than	he	who	was	approved;	and	the	thief	was	crowned	and	proclaimed	
before	the	Apostles.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXI).”	
But	God	has	so	composed	the	body,	giving	the	greater	honor	to	the	inferior	part,	25	that	
there	may	be	no	discord	(Scisma	=	schism)	in	the	body,	but	that	the	members	may	have	
the	same	care	for	one	another.	
	
It	is	the	responsibility	of	all	to	take	care	that	non	or	lost	
“Knowing	these	things	therefore,	you	that	are	greater,	trample	not	on	the	less,	lest	
instead	of	them,	you	injure	yourselves.	For	when	they	are	cut	off,	the	whole	body	is	
destroyed.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXI).”	
“With	those	among	whom	harmony	is	not	secured,	however,	the	bond	of	peace	is	not	
preserved,	mildness	of	spirit	is	not	maintained,	but	there	is	dissension,	strife	and	rivalry.	
It	would	be	a	great	piece	of	audacity	to	call	such	persons	“members	of	Christ”	or,	to	say	
they	are	ruled	by	him.	It	would	be	the	expression	of	a	honest	mind	to	say	openly	that	
the	wisdom	of	the	flesh	is	master	there	and	wields	a	royal	sovereignty.”	(St.	Basil	the	
Great,	On	the	Judgment	of	God.)	
	
26	If	one	member	suffers,	all	suffer	together;	if	one	member	is	honored,	all	rejoice	
together.	
"With	no	other	view,"	says	he,	"did	He	make	the	care	He	requires	common,	establishing	
unity	in	so	great	diversity,	but	that	of	all	events	there	might	be	complete	communion.	
Because,	if	our	care	for	our	neighbor	be	the	common	safety,	it	follows	also	that	our	
glory	and	our	sadness	must	be	common."	Three	things	therefore	he	here	demands:	the	
not	being	divided	but	united	in	perfection:	the	having	like	care	for	another:	and	the	
considering	all	that	happens	common.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXI).”	



Envy	&	Jealousy	are	catalysts	for	divisions	
“But	nothing	so	divides	and	separates	as	envy	and	jealousy,	that	grievous	disease,	and	
exempt	from	all	pardon,	and	in	some	respect	worse	than	"the	root	of	all	evils."	
(1Tim.6:12)	For	the	covetous	is	then	pleased	when	himself	has	received:	but	the	envious	
is	then	pleased,	when	another	has	failed	to	receive.	.	.For	he	thinks	the	misfortunes	of	
others	a	benefit	to	himself,	rather	than	prosperity;	going	about	a	common	enemy	of	
mankind,	and	smiting	the	members	of	Christ	.	.	.	what	can	be	more	akin	to	madness?	A	
demon	is	envious,	but	of	men,	not	of	any	demon:	but	you	being	a	man	envies	men,	and	
withstands	what	is	of	your	own	tribe	and	family,	which	not	even	a	demon	do.	And	what	
pardon	shall	you	obtain,	what	excuse?	Trembling	and	turning	pale	at	the	sight	of	a	
brother	in	prosperity,	when	you	ought	to	crown	thyself	and	to	rejoice	and	exult.	
(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXI).”	
	
27	Now	you	are	the	body	of	Christ	and	individually	members	of	it.	
“For	because	he	had	said,	"the	body,"	whereas	the	whole	body	was	not	the	Corinthian	
Church,	but	the	Church	in	every	part	of	the	world,	therefore	he	said,	"severally:"	i.e.,	the	
Church	amongst	you	is	a	part	of	the	Church	existing	every	where	and	of	the	body	which	
is	made	up	of	all	the	Churches:	so	that	not	only	with	yourselves	alone,	but	also	with	the	
whole	Church	throughout	the	word,	you	ought	to	be	at	peace,	if	at	least	you	be	members	
of	the	whole	body.	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXII).”	
28	And	God	has	appointed	in	the	church	first	apostles,	second	prophets,	third	teachers,	
then	workers	of	miracles,	then	healers,	helpers,	administrators,	speakers	in	various	kinds	
of	tongues.	
	
The	 terms	 “first,	 second,	 third”	 are	 used	 to	 signify	 the	more	 honorable	 to	 the	 less	
(Chrysostom)	
▪ The	Apostles	were	first	because	they	has	“all”	the	gifts	in	themselves.	(Bishops	-	

Perfection)	
▪ The	Prophets-	to	proclaim	and	discern	the	will	of	God.	Those	who	speak	by	the	Spirit	

(Priesthood-	Illumination)	
▪ The	Teachers	-	discoursing	out	of	their	own	minds	in	accordance	with	the	sacred	

Scriptures.	(I	Tim	5:17)	
	
“Let	the	Bishops	who	rule	well	be	considered	worthy	of	double	honor,	especially	those	
who	labor	in	preaching	and	teaching.”	
	
“Because	it	is	not	the	same	thing	to	declare	the	word	of	preaching	and	sow	piety	in	the	
hearts	of	the	hearers,	as	it	is	to	work	miracles:	since	these	are	done	merely	for	the	sake	
of	that.	When	therefore	any	one	teaches	both	by	word	and	life,	he	is	greater	than	all.	
For	those	he	calls	emphatically	teachers,	who	both	teach	by	deeds	and	instruct	in	word.	
For	instance:	this	made	the	Apostles	themselves	to	become	Apostles.	(Chrysostom,	I	
Corinthians,	Homily	XXXII).”	
	
	



29	Are	all	apostles?	Are	all	prophets?	Are	all	teachers?	Do	all	work	miracles?	30	Do	all	
possess	gifts	of	healing?	Do	all	speak	with	tongues?	Do	all	interpret?	31	But	earnestly	
desire	the	higher	gifts.	And	I	will	show	you	a	still	more	excellent	way.	
	
“It	is	not	one,	or	two,	or	three	gifts	that	I	point	out	to	you,	but	one	way	which	leads	to	
all	these:	and	not	merely	a	way,	but	both	"a	more	excellent	way"	and	one	that	is	open	in	
common	to	all.	For	not	as	the	gifts	are	vouchsafed,	to	some	these,	to	others	those,	but	
not	all	to	all;	so	also	in	this	case:	but	it	is	a	universal	gift.	Wherefore	also	he	invites	all	to	
it.	"Desire	earnestly,"	says	he,	"the	better	gifts	and	I	will	show	unto	you	a	more	excellent	
way;"	meaning	love	towards	our	neighbor.	.	.	So	that,	even	if	you	will	not	love	your	
brother	on	the	score	of	friendship,	yet	for	the	sake	of	obtaining	a	better	sign	and	an	
abundant	gift,	cherish	love.”	(Chrysostom,	I	Corinthians,	Homily	XXXII).”	


