
Jacob	Is	Renamed	&	Joseph	Sold	
	
	
Genesis	Study	#	6	
	
I.	Genesis	32:22-43	:	Jacob	is	renamed	Israel"	
	
1.	The	Great	encounter	with	God	came	when	Jacob	knew	himself	to	be	exposed	to	a	
situation	wholly	beyond	himself.	(Kidner,	Genesis	p.	168)	
	
2.	The	threat	of	his	brother	had	driven	him	to	prayer	(32:9-12)	
	
3.	His	desire	to	be	alone	(32:24)	was	driven	by	his	hunger	to	be	with	God	(Kidner,	p.	168)	
	
4.	God	reveals	himself	only	gradually	
	
5.	The	naming	and	the	crippling	reveal	God's	chastening	of	Jacob	-	God	needs	Jacob's	
will	to	complete	his	divine	plan.	(Kidner,	p.	168)	

Gen	32:22	The	same	night	he	arose	and	took	his	two	wives,	his	two	maids,	and	his	
eleven	children,	and	crossed	the	ford	of	the	Jabbok.	23	He	took	them	and	sent	them	

across	the	stream,	and	likewise	everything	that	he	had.	24	And	Jacob	was	left	alone;	and	
a	man	wrestled	with	him	until	the	breaking	of	the	day.	

	
a.)	Jacob	is	not	avoiding	Esau	for	33:4	reveals	that	Jacob	goes	ahead	of	his	family	and	
bows	before	him.	
b.)	"Man"	reveals	that	he	felt	the	presence	of	a	male	antagonist	(Von	Rad,	Genesis,	p.	
320)	
c.)	At	daybreak	the	"man"	must	leave.	-	This	was	common	is	apparitions	with	demons	
(Von	rad,	p.	321)	-	The	Jewish	Midrash:	"I	must	sing	in	the	morning	choir	before	God's	
throne"	
	
25	When	the	man	saw	that	he	did	not	prevail	against	Jacob,	he	touched	the	hollow	of	
his	thigh;	and	Jacob's	thigh	was	put	out	of	joint	as	he	wrestled	with	him.	26	Then	he	
said,	"Let	me	go,	for	the	day	is	breaking."	But	Jacob	said,	"I	will	not	let	you	go,	unless	
you	bless	me."	
The	request	for	a	blessing	is	a	primitive	human	reaction	to	an	encounter	with	God	(Von	
Rad,	p.	321)	
	
27	And	he	said	to	him,	"What	is	your	name?"	And	he	said,	"Jacob."	28	Then	he	said,	
"Your	name	shall	no	more	be	called	Jacob,	but	 Israel,	 for	you	have	striven	with	God	
and	with	men,	and	have	prevailed."	
The	blessing	is	withheld	until	Jacob	is	renamed.	Why?	
"	.	.	.	for	them	(the	ancients)	the	name	was	closely	linked	with	its	bearer	in	such	a	way	
that	the	name	contained	something	of	the	character	of	the	one	who	bore	it."	(Von	Rad,	



p.	321)	
▪ The	name	Jacob	actually	designates	its'	bearer	as	a	cheat	(Gen	25:26)	
▪ The	new	name	is	one	of	honor	in	which	God	will	recognize	and	accept	him	(Von	Rad,	

p.	322)	
▪ The	name	Israel	in	this	context	means	"the	one	who	strives	or	perseveres".	(Von	Rad,	

p.	322)	
▪ "and	with	men"	relates	to	his	disputes	with	Laban	and	Esau.	
▪ 	
29	Then	Jacob	asked	him,	"Tell	me,	I	pray,	your	name."	But	he	said,	"Why	is	it	that	you	
ask	my	name?"	And	there	he	blessed	him.	
a.)	Now	Jacob	clearly	perceives	the	divinity	and	inquires	of	the	name,	for	to	know	the	
name	would	be	to	know	the	nature	and	intent	of	the	divinity.	(Von	Rad,	p.	322)	
"One	must	perceive	here	especially	a	longing	for	God	.	.	"	(Von	Rad,	p.	322)	
	
b.)	Once	the	name	is	known	the	divinity	can	be	summoned	and	offered	a	sacrifice.	
	
c.)	God	does	not	permit	his	mystery	to	be	revealed.	(Von	Rad,	p.	323)	but	blesses	Jacob.	
	
30	So	Jacob	called	the	name	of	the	place	Peniel,	saying,	"For	I	have	seen	God	face	to	
face,	 and	yet	my	 life	 is	preserved."	31	The	 sun	 rose	upon	him	as	he	passed	Penuel,	
limping	 because	 of	 his	 thigh.	 32	 Therefore	 to	 this	 day	 the	 Israelites	 do	 not	 eat	 the	
sinew	of	the	hip	which	is	upon	the	hollow	of	the	thigh,	because	he	touched	the	hollow	
of	Jacob's	thigh	on	the	sinew	of	the	hip.	
He	saw	God	face	to	face	and	lived	(Ex	33:20,	Judges	6:22,	13:22)	
Chrysostom:	
"But	when	he	deigned	to	take	the	form	of	a	slave	and	received	our	first	fruits,	he	
donned	our	flesh,	not	in	appearance	or	in	seeming,	but	in	reality."	(Chrys.	H.	58,	p.	160)	
	
-	The	Incarnation	foreshadowed	
"To	this	day"	"Aware	of	their	ingratitude	and	the	way	they	forgot	God's	kindness,	he	
therefore	devised	a	constant	reminder	for	them	to	have	of	the	kindness	done	by	him	.	.	
.you	can	find	this	throughout	the	whole	of	scripture"	(Chrys.	p.	161)	
		
Here,	is	a	precedent	for	liturgical	feast	day	remembrances.	We	need	to	be	constantly	
reminded	of	our	Lord's	love	and	compassion	for	our	salvation.	
	
Genesis	33	
▪ Jacob	humbles	himself	before	Esau	-	they	are	reconciled	
"	.	.	.when	the	Lord	of	all	wishes	to	give	evidence	of	his	providence	in	our	regard,	he	
makes	those	hostile	to	us	become	gentler	than	lambs."	(Chrsy.	p.	162)	
▪ Esau	accepts	the	gifts	from	Jacob	
	
	
	



Genesis	34	
▪ Dinah	the	daughter	of	Leah	&	Jacob	is	defiled	by	Shechem	
▪ Jacob's	sons	agree	to	give	Schechem	Dinah	as	a	wife	on	the	condition	that	all	males	

are	circumcised.	
▪ After	all	the	males	were	circumcised	two	of	Jacob's	sons,	Simon	and	Levi	attacked	

them	and	killed	every	male.	
▪ They	pillages	the	city	taking	everything	and	left.	
▪ They	have	become	enemies	of	the	Canaanites	and	the	Perizzites	
	
Genesis	35	
1 Jacob	returns	to	Bethel	by	God's	command	
2 The	bury	all	their	idols	under	the	oak	at	Schechem	
3 Jacob	is	once	again	named	Israel	by	God	
4 Benjamin	is	born	by	Rachel	and	she	dies	
5 Jacob's	twelve	sons	are	named	
6 The	death	of	Isaac,	Esau	and	Jacob	bury	him	
	
Genesis	36	
▪ The	account	of	Esau	
	
II.	Genesis	37:12-36	Joseph	sold	
	
The	Story	of	Jacob	&	his	son	Joseph	(Chapters	37,	39-47	&	50)	

	
On	Envy	
"Envy	is	a	terrible	passion,	you	see,	and	when	it	affects	the	soul,	it	does	not	leave	it	
before	bringing	it	to	an	extremely	sorry	state.	.	.'they	came	to	hate	him	and	could	not	
speak	a	kind	word	of	him'	.	.	.	Since	they	were	in	the	grip	of	passion	and	their	hated	
grew	stronger	each	day,	they	were	like	men	taken	captive	and	held	under	the	tyranny	of	
passion,	and	conducted	themselves	with	deceit,	finding	it	impossible	to	say	a	kind	word	
to	him."	(Chrys.	H.	61,	p.	188)	
	
Joseph	dreams	of	ruling	his	brothers	
"They	should	have	shown	him	greater	favor	after	learning	the	facts,	set	aside	any	
grounds	for	hatred,	banished	the	passion	of	envy,	but	they	were	dulled	in	their	thinking	
and	could	not	see	at	a	glance	that	everything	they	were	doing	rebounded	on	
themselves,	and	so	they	aggravated	their	hatred	of	him."	(Chrys.	H.	61.	p.	190)	
	
On	Divine	Providence:	
"The	Lord	of	all,	creative	and	wise	as	he	is,	revealing	the	abundance	of	his	characteristic	
power,	often	allows	many	obstacles	to	develop	before	fulfillment	so	that	he	may	put	
into	effect	his	previous	decisions	and	thus	demonstrate	the	extraordinary	degree	of	his	
power."	(Chrys.	H.	61.	p.	190)	
	



Gen	37:12	Now	his	brothers	went	to	pasture	their	father's	flock	near	Shechem.13	And	
Israel	said	to	Joseph,	"Are	not	your	brothers	pasturing	the	flock	at	Shechem?	Come,	I	
will	 send	you	to	 them."	And	he	said	 to	him,	"Here	 I	am."	14	So	he	said	 to	him,	"Go	
now,	see	if	it	is	well	with	your	brothers,	and	with	the	flock;	and	bring	me	word	again."	
So	he	sent	him	 from	the	valley	of	Hebron,	and	he	came	to	Shechem.	15	And	a	man	
found	him	wandering	in	the	fields;	and	the	man	asked	him,	"What	are	you	seeking?"	
"I	am	seeking	my	brothers,"	he	said,	"tell	me,	I	pray	you,	where	they	are	pasturing	the	
flock."	17	And	the	man	said,	"They	have	gone	away,	for	I	heard	them	say,	'Let	us	go	to	
Dothan.'"	So	Joseph	went	after	his	brothers,	and	found	them	at	Dothan.	
	
a.)	Jacob	is	wandering	getting	lost	showing	that	it	was	indeed	God's	plan	for	him	to	be	
handed	over.	(Chrysostom)	
	
b.)	Innocent	Joseph	is	sent	to	visit	his	contemptuous	brothers	he	arrives	as	Christ	did	on	
earth.	
"	.	.	.	so	too,	our	Lord	in	fidelity	to	his	characteristic	love	came	to	visit	the	human	race;	
taking	flesh	of	the	same	source	as	ours	and	deigning	to	become	our	brother,	thus	
arrived	among	us.	(Heb	2:16-17)	.	.	.	instead	of	destroying	him	(as	Christ	was),	they	sold	
him.	staining	his	tunic	with	blood."	{Chrys.	H.	61.	p.	191-2}	
	
Jospeh	in	the	Liturgical	Tradition	of	the	Orthodox	Church	
1.	The	Matins	Service	held	on	Palm	Sunday	Evening	
"	Let	us	add	our	lamentations	to	him	who	laments,	and	let	us	pour	out	our	tears	with	
those	of	Jacob	bewailing	Joseph	his	glorious	and	wise	son.	For	Joseph	though	enslaved	
in	body,	preserved	his	soul	in	freedom	and	became	Lord	over	all	Egypt.	For	God	
prepares	for	his	servants	and	incorruptible	crown.	(Oikos)	
"The	wise	Joseph	shewed	himself	a	just	ruler.	Praise	to	Thee	of	Giver	a	grain"	
(Synaxarion)	
"Fear	not	.	.	.	as	you	meant	evil	against	me;	but	God	meant	it	for	good,	to	bring	about	
that	many	people	should	be	kept	alive.	So	do	not	fear:	I	will	provide	for	you	and	your	
little	ones."	(Gen	50:19-21)	
	
2.	The	Great	Canon	of	Andrew	of	Crete:	
"Righteous	Joseph	was	given	up	by	his	brothers,	that	sweet	soul	was	sold	into	slavery,	as	
a	type	of	the	Lord;	and	you	my	soul,	have	sold	yourself	completely	to	your	vices."	
	
18	They	 saw	him	afar	off,	 and	before	he	 came	near	 to	 them	 they	 conspired	against	
him	to	kill	him.	19	They	said	to	one	another,	"Here	comes	this	dreamer.	20	Come	now,	
let	us	kill	him	and	throw	him	into	one	of	the	pits;	then	we	shall	say	that	a	wild	beast	
has	devoured	him,	and	we	shall	see	what	will	become	of	his	dreams."		
a.)	"The	dreamer"	=	the	one	empowered	to	prophetic	dreams	(Von	Rad,	p.	353)	
	
"There	is	to	be	exact,	a	dark	knowledge	about	the	irrevocableness	of	such	prophetic	
dreams.	Only	when	it	is	expressed,	only	when	it	is	told,	does	the	prophecy	in	the	dream	



become	potent.	This	was	the	reason	the	prophets	were	so	violently	persecuted,	because	
the	effectiveness	and	validity	of	their	words	was	indissoluble	connected	with	their	
personal	existence."	(Von	Rad,	p.	353)	
	
b.)	The	brother's	hatred	stems	from	the	content	of	 the	dream	and	contempt	for	the	
divine	for	having	graced	Joseph	with	this	dream.	
	
c.)	Even	though	murder	was	the	plan,	God	intervenes	through	Reuben.		
	
21	But	when	Reuben	(Judah)	heard	it,	he	delivered	him	out	of	their	hands,	saying,	"Let	
us	not	take	his	life."	22	And	Reuben	said	to	them,	"Shed	no	blood;	cast	him	into	this	
pit	here	in	the	wilderness,	but	lay	no	hand	upon	him"	--	that	he	might	rescue	him	out	
of	their	hand,	to	restore	him	to	his	father.	
a.)	Why	Reuben?	He	was	the	oldest,	perhaps	the	most	sensible.	(Von	Rad,	p.	353)	
	
b.	)	Blood-guilt	carried	out	against	one's	brother	was	unforgivable	
	
23	So	when	Joseph	came	to	his	brothers,	they	stripped	him	of	his	robe,	the	long	robe	
with	sleeves	that	he	wore;	24	and	they	took	him	and	cast	him	into	a	pit.	The	pit	was	
empty,	there	was	no	water	in	it.	25	Then	they	sat	down	to	eat;	
a.)	After	casting	their	brother	into	the	pit	they	are	pictured	as	being	ruthless!	
	
b.)	The	pit	was	a	cistern	in	the	earth	that	was	used	to	store	water	for	the	summer.	
	
and	 looking	 up	 they	 saw	 a	 caravan	 of	 Ishmaelites	 coming	 from	 Gilead,	 with	 their	
camels	bearing	gum,	balm,	and	myrrh,	on	their	way	to	carry	it	down	to	Egypt.	26	Then	
Judah	 said	 to	 his	 brothers,	 "What	 profit	 is	 it	 if	we	 slay	 our	 brother	 and	 conceal	 his	
blood?	27	Come,	let	us	sell	him	to	the	Ishmaelites,	and	let	not	our	hand	be	upon	him,	
for	he	is	our	brother,	our	own	flesh."	And	his	brothers	heeded	him.	28	Then	Midianite	
traders	passed	by;	and	they	drew	Joseph	up	and	lifted	him	out	of	the	pit,	and	sold	him	
to	the	Ishmaelites	for	twenty	shekels	of	silver;	and	they	took	Joseph	to	Egypt.	
29	When	Reuben	returned	to	the	pit	and	saw	that	Joseph	was	not	in	the	pit,	he	rent	
his	clothes	30	and	returned	to	his	brothers,	and	said,	"The	 lad	 is	gone;	and	 I,	where	
shall	I	go?"	31	Then	they	took	Joseph's	robe,	and	killed	a	goat,	and	dipped	the	robe	in	
the	blood;	32	and	they	sent	the	long	robe	with	sleeves	and	brought	it	to	their	father,	
and	said,	"This	we	have	found;	see	now	whether	it	is	your	son's	robe	or	not."	33	And	
he	recognized	it,	and	said,	"It	is	my	son's	robe;	a	wild	beast	has	devoured	him;	Joseph	
is	without	doubt	torn	to	pieces."	
The	blood	dripped	robe	is	not	just	a	trick.	
The	vestige	of	Joseph	was	considered	proof	of	his	death	(Ex	22:13).	The	father	was	
supposed	to	confirm	his	death	legally,	this	then	releases	the	brothers	from	any	liability.	
(Von	Rad,	p.	354)	
	
	



On	the	Fear	of	God	verses	the	fear	of	Man:	
	
".	.	.this	is	what	most	people's	indifference	is	like;	they	put	much	more	store	by	human	
respect	and	present	disgrace	before	men,	and	pay	no	heed	to	that	dread	tribunal;	their	
one	concern	is	how	to	succeed	in	avoiding	the	censure	of	human	beings."	(Chrys.	H.	61.	
p.	196)	
	
On	Suffering	evils:	
	
"	.	.	.let	us	not	shrink	from	suffering	evil	but	doing	evil;	after	all,	this	really	is	to	suffer	
evil.	I	mean,	the	person	who	sets	out	to	ill-treat	his	neighbor	does	not	really	harm	him:	
even	if	he	harms	him	for	a	short	time,	he	does	it	in	this	world,	he	lays	up	for	himself	
everlasting	retribution	.	.	.pray	for	those	treating	us	in	this	way.	.	."	(Chrys.	H.	61.	p.	197)	
	
34	Then	Jacob	rent	his	garments,	and	put	sackcloth	upon	his	 loins,	and	mourned	for	
his	son	many	days.	35	All	his	sons	and	all	his	daughters	rose	up	to	comfort	him;	but	he	
refused	 to	 be	 comforted,	 and	 said,	 "No,	 I	 shall	 go	 down	 to	 Sheol	 to	 my	 son,	
mourning."	Thus	his	father	wept	for	him.	
a.)	Sheol	is	the	place	of	the	dead.	
	
b.)	The	daughters	are	Jacob's	daughters-in-law	
	
c.)	Just	as	Jacob	deceived	his	father	and	robed	his	brother	who	was	loved	more	than	
him,	now	too,	his	sons	repeat	the	act.	
	
36	Meanwhile	the	Midianites	had	sold	him	in	Egypt	to	Potiphar,	an	officer	of	Pharaoh,	
the	captain	of	the	guard.	
-	Did	the	Midianite's	sell	Joseph	to	the	Ishmaelites?	(Von	Rad:	No,	two	stories	kept	
together.	p.	353)	
i.	Joseph	was	sold	by	his	brothers	to	the	Ishmaelites	
ii.	Joseph	was	stolen	from	the	pit	by	the	Midianites	which	interrupted	Ruebens's	plan	to	
save	him.	
	
Read	for	next	week:	
Genesis	45:1-28	Joseph	reveals	himself	Genesis	
48:1-50:21	Joseph's	Kindness	
	


