
The	Hospitality	of	Abraham	
	
Genesis	Study	#4	
Chapter	18	
Gen.	18.1	The	Lord	appeared	to	Abraham	by	the	oaks	of	Mamre,	as	he	sat	at	the	
entrance	of	his	tent	in	the	heat	of	the	day.	2.	He	looked	up	and	saw	three	men	standing	
near	him.	When	he	saw	them,	he	ran	from	the	tent	entrance	to	meet	them,	and	bowed	
down	to	the	ground.	
	
1.	Philoxenia	=	"love	for	the	stranger"	or	"hospitality."	
"He	was	putting	philoxenia	into	practice	to	such	a	degree	as	to	be	unwilling	to	entrust	to	
anyone	else	in	the	household	the	task	of	attending	to	the	guests;	instead	although	he	
had	318	servants	and	was	himself	an	old	man,	having	attained	advanced	years	.	.	.	
friendliness	involves	sharing	one’s	possessions	with	all	comers."	Chrys.	P.	406)	
	
2.	Philoxenia	is	sacramental	
"Since	he	cast	a	wide	net	of	hospitality,	he	in	turn	was	judged	worthy	to	welcome	the	
Lord	of	all	with	his	angels.	Hence	Paul	too	said,	"Do	not	neglect	philoxenia,	for	through	it	
some	people	have	entertained	angels	all	unawares,"	(Heb	13:2)	referring	precisely	to	
the	patriarch.	Hence,	Christ	said,	"Whoever	receives	on	of	the	least	of	these	in	my	
name,	receives	me."	(Matt	18:5,	25:40,	45)	Chrys.	407	
"So	don’t	have	regard	to	the	station	of	the	visitor	nor	despise	him	on	the	basis	of	what	
you	can	see,	but	consider	that	in	him	you	are	welcoming	your	Lord."	P.	408	
	
3.	Abraham	enthusiastically	becomes	the	"servant"	
"The	old	man	runs	and	flies;	you	see,	he	had	espied	his	prey,	and	making	no	account	of	
his	weakness	he	ran	to	snare	it,	not	summoning	his	servants,	not	bidding	a	child,	giving	
no	evidence	of	indifference,	but	running	of	his	own	accord	as	if	to	say,	Wonderful	
treasure,	important	business;	by	myself	I	should	discharge	this	affair	in	case	this	
advantage	should	pass	me	by."	(Chrys.p.	408)	
	
4.	He	"bows	to	the	ground"	
".	.	.	as	if	making	supplication	and	addressing	an	earnest	prayer	to	them	lest	it	be	
thought	his	appeal	was	made	merely	perfunctorily	.	.	.	thus	giving	evidence	by	his	
posture	and	his	words	of	his	great	ardor,	his	great	humility,	his	insistence	spirit	of	
hospitality,	his	ineffable	care."	(Chrys.	P.	409)	
	
5.	The	"Lord	appeared"	
The	early	Church	recognized	in	Gen	18	a	"type"	or	a	"foreshadowing"	of	the	Holy	Trinity.	
By	the	4th	century	the	"Hospitality	of	Abraham"	is	understood	as	a	meeting	between	
God	and	man	and	this	theme	is	found	in	wall	painting	dating	from	this	period.	By	the	
15th	century	the	Russian	monk,	Rublev	paints	his	famous	icon.	
Two	Sundays	prior	to	Christmas	the	Orthodox	Church	celebrates	the	"Sunday	of	the	Holy	
Forefathers."	Abraham’s	Feast	Day	is	August	21.	



"Come,	everyone,	let	us	faithfully	celebrate	the	annual	commemoration	of	the	Fathers	
of	Abraham	and	those	who	with	him	lived	before	the	law."	(Matins,	Sunday	of	the	
Forefathers)	
"Blessed	Abraham,	you	have	seen	and	received	the	One	and	Triune	Godhead."	
(Orthodox	liturgical	commentary)	
	
The	Icon	of	the	"Philoxenia	of	Abraham"	an	interpretation:	
▪ The	blue	represents	the	divinity	of	all	three	
▪ Golden	haloes	represent	holiness	
▪ The	royal	scepters	represents	the	Lordship	of	all	three	
▪ The	red	represents	the	sacrifice	of	the	Son	
▪ The	Father	gives	the	cup	
▪ The	Son	blesses	and	sanctifies	it	by	giving	himself	
▪ The	Spirit	(clothed	in	green)	brings	new	life	to	the	world	
▪ The	cup	represents	the	Eucharist	
▪ There	is	a	circular	pattern	formed	by	the	shoulders,	bend	of	heads	and	the	feet	-	this	

represents	the	(perixoresis)	or	round	dance	of	the	Trinity	
▪ The	faces	are	turned	toward	each	other	-	(The	Three	Persons)	
▪ The	Theme	is	the	"pre-eternal	counsel,"	the	creation	of	the	world,	and	the	creation	of	

the	human	personas	the	living	heart	of	the	world.	
▪ They	are	seated	around	a	cubed	shaped	table	which	represents	an	altar.	The	hands	of	

all	three	are	pointing	to	the	chalice	(they	share	in	the	sufferings	of	the	Son	which	
is	yet	to	come)	and	in	the	chalice	is	a	head	of	an	animal	(lamb).	

▪ The	"self-giving"	love	of	God	the	Trinity	involves	sacrifice.	The	Love	of	the	Trinity	if	
kenotic	love	-	a	suffering	Love.	

"The	love	of	the	Father	crucifying	The	love	of	the	Son	crucified,	The	love	of	the	Spirit	
triumphing	by	the	power	of	the	Cross."	(Philaret	of	Moscow)	
3	He	said,	"My	lord,	if	I	find	favor	with	you,	do	not	pass	by	your	servant.	4	Let	a	little	
water	be	brought,	and	wash	your	feet,	and	rest	yourselves	under	the	tree.	5	Let	me	
bring	a	little	bread,	that	you	may	refresh	yourselves,	and	after	that	you	may	pass	on	-	
since	you	have	come	to	your	servant."	So	they	said,	"Do	as	you	have	said."	
	
1.	The	washing	of	the	feet	
a.)	Chrysostom:	a	humble	offering	made	by	Abraham	
"See	how	he	suggests	the	poverty	of	his	hospitality	instead	of	its	extravagance	.	.	.	I	only	
have	water	to	offer	you	to	wash	and	rest	from	your	great	weariness	under	the	tree.>	
(Chrys.	P.470)	
	
b.)	Origen:	a	foreshadowing	of	Christ’s	self-emptying	love	
"Abraham	the	father	and	teacher	of	nations,	is,	indeed,	teaching	you	by	these	things	
how	you	ought	to	receive	guests	and	that	you	should	wash	the	feet	of	guests.	
Nevertheless,	even	this	is	said	mysteriously.	For	he	knew	that	the	mysteries	of	the	Lord	
were	not	to	be	completed	except	in	the	washing	of	the	feet."	(Jn	13:6)	
6	And	Abraham	hastened	into	the	tent	to	Sarah,	and	said,	"Make	ready	quickly	three	



measures	of	choice	flour,	knead	it,	and	make	cakes."	7	Abraham	ran	to	the	herd,	and	
took	a	calf,	tender	and	good,	and	gave	it	to	the	servant,	who	hastened	to	prepare	it.	8	
Then	he	took	curds	and	milk	and	the	calf	that	he	had	prepared,	and	set	it	before	them;	
and	he	stood	by	them	under	the	tree	while	they	ate.	
	
1.	Abraham	&	Sarah	are	servants	of	the	highest	order	
"men,	 on	 the	 one	 hand,	 to	 instruct	 their	 partners,	when	 they	 have	 the	 prospect	 of	
some	spiritual	advantage,	not	to	have	the	task	carried	out	by	servants	(hired	hands)	
but	 to	 see	 to	 it	 personally;	 women	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 to	 be	 sharers	 with	 their	
husbands	in	such	wonderful	exploits	and	not	to	shrink	from	hospitality	and	attention	
to	visitors	but	rather	to	imitate	old	Sarah,	who	was	prepared	in	old	age	to	take	pains	
and	perform	tasks	of	menials."	(Chrys.	P.	411)	
	
2.	A	life	of	comfort	and	luxury	prevents	us	from	being	servants.	
"I	realize,	however,	that	no	one	accepts	what	I	am	saying.	.	.	women	are	given	to	great	
decadence,	interest	in	the	condition	of	their	clothed,	fold	ornaments,	necklaces	and	
cosmetics,	with	no	attention	given	to	their	souls.	.	.	adorn	yourself	with	good	works,.	
This	is	the	souls	adornment."	(Chrys.	p.	412)	3.	Abraham	serving	as	a	Priest.	
▪ He	ran	personally	and	selected	the	calf.	
▪ He	took	the	prepared	food	and	"set	it	before	the	guests"	
▪ He	does	see	himself	fit	to	recline	with	them	but	sits	under	the	tree	
	
"What	a	wonderful	extent	of	hospitality!	What	an	extraordinary	degree	of	humility!	
What	 a	 remarkable	 example	 of	 good	 attitude!	 This	 hundred	 year	 old	 person	 stands	
nearby	while	 they	 are	 eating.	 In	my	 opinion,	 under	 the	 impulse	 of	 keen	 desire	 and	
enthusiasm	he	had	at	 that	 time	been	 rendered	 safe	 from	weakness	and	had	gained	
some	additional	strength.	You	see,	it	often	happens	that	when	enthusiasm	of	spirit	is	
heightened,	it	overcomes	bodily	weakness."	(Chrys.	p.	413)	
Christ	becomes	the	"Lamb"	
"And	what	is	so	tender,	what	so	good	as	that	one	who	"humbled	himself,"	for	us,	"to	
death"	and	‘laid	down	his	life	for	his	friends?"	He	is	the	fatted	calf	which	the	Father	
slaughtered	to	receive	his	repentant	son.	"For	he	so	loved	this	world	as	to	give	his	only	
son	for	the	life	of	this	world."	(Origen,	Hom	4	p.	105)	
	
9	They	said	to	him,	"Where	is	you	wife	Sarah?"	And	he	said,	"There,	in	the	tent."	10	
Then	one	 said,	 "I	will	 surely	 return	 to	 you	 in	due	 season,	 and	your	wife	 Sarah	 shall	
have	 a	 son."	 And	 Sarah	 was	 listening	 at	 the	 tent	 entrance	 behind	 him.	 11	 Now	
Abraham	and	Sarah	were	old,	advanced	 in	age;	 it	had	ceased	to	be	with	Sarah	after	
the	manner	of	women	(menopause).	12	So	Sarah	 laughed	to	herself,	saying,	"After	 I	
have	grown	old,	and	my	husband	is	old,	shall	 I	have	pleasure?"	13	The	LORD	said	to	
Abraham,	"Why	did	Sarah	laugh,	and	say,	 ‘Shall	 I	 indeed	bear	a	child,	now	that	 I	am	
old?’	14	Is	anything	too	wonderful	for	the	LORD?	At	the	set	time	I	will	return	to	you,	in	
due	 season,	 and	 Sarah	 shall	 have	 a	 son."	 15	 But	 Sarah	 denied,	 saying,	 "I	 did	 not	
laugh":	for	she	was	afraid.	He	said,	"Oh	yes	you	did	laugh.	



	
1.	The	"visitor"	knows	Sarah	by	name	just	as	God	knows	each	of	us	
"Since,	being	God	he	was	now	about	to	promise	him	something	beyond	the	limits	of	
nature,	consequently	by	mentioning	Sarah’s	name	he	suggested	that	the	one	who	had	
visited	him	in	his	tent	was	more	than	a	human	being."	
	
2.	A	son	is	promised	as	a	reward	for	their	hospitality.	
	
3.	Sarah	laughs	to	herself	(in	thought)	
"The	spring	had	dried	up	.	.	.	with	this	in	mind	.	.	.	she	was	thinking	this	in	her	tent,	the	
one	who	understands	unspoken	thoughts	of	the	mind	wished	to	show	both	the	
extraordinary	degree	of	his	power	and	the	fact	that	none	of	our	unspoken	thoughts	
escape	his	notice;	so	he	said	to	Abraham	(v.	13)	.	.	.	this	in	fact	was	what	she	was	
thinking."	(Chrys.	p.415)	
	
4.	The	Lord	reveals	his	identity.	(V.14)	
	
5.	Sarah	became	fearful	at	what	is	taking	place	(v.	15)	
	
6.	The	Son	is	promised	(salvation	is	promised	because	of	philoxenia)	
"You	see,	if	we	practice	hospitality,	we	shall	welcome	Christ	here	and	he	will	in	turn	
welcome	us	in	those	mansions	prepared	for	those	who	love	him	.	.	.	our	Lord	looks	for	
generosity	of	spirit,	not	great	amounts	of	food,	not	a	rich	table	but	a	cheerful	attitude,	
not	simply	attention	in	words	alone	but	also	love	from	the	heart	and	sincere	mind.	
"Likewise	a	kind	word	is	more	acceptable	than	a	gift.	(Sir.	18:16-	In	many	cases,	you	see,	
attention	in	word	has	helped	a	needy	person	back	on	his	feet	more	effectively	than	a	
gift.	.	.	What	account	could	we	give,	we	who	each	day	spread	a	lavish	table	and	often	
have	more	than	we	need,	whereas	with	them	we	share	not	a	scrap,	even	if	by	so	doing	
we	could	win	all	these	countless	blessings."	(Chrys.	p.	416-17)	
	
16	Then	the	men	set	out	 from	there,	and	they	 looked	toward	Sodom;	and	Abraham	
went	 with	 them	 to	 set	 them	 on	 their	 way.	 17	 The	 LORD	 said,	 "Shall	 I	 hide	 from	
Abraham	what	 I	am	about	 to	do,	18	Seeing	 that	Abraham	shall	become	a	great	and	
mighty	nation,	and	all	 the	nations	of	 the	earth	 shall	be	blessed	 in	him?	19	No,	 for	 I	
have	chosen	him,	that	he	may	charge	his	children	and	his	household	after	him	to	keep	
the	way	of	the	LORD	by	doing	righteousness	and	justice;	so	that	the	LORD	may	bring	
about	for	Abraham	what	he	has	promised	him."	
	
1.	Abraham	the	instructor	of	virtue.	
".	.	.	he	is	awarded	generous	recompense	for	the	instruction	he	gave	his	children.	And	
rightly	so;	after	all	from	then	on	he	proved	an	instructor	of	everyone."	(Chrys.	p.	423)	
▪ God	reveals	to	Abraham	with	whom	he	is	in	relation	the	"hidden"	meaning	of	what	is	

about	to	happen	to	Sodom.	
Abraham	needs	this	information	in	order	to	instruct	the	generation	which	follow.	(Von	



Rad.	P.	211)	
2.	The	Basis	for	salvation	is	made	clear	and	remains	to	this	day	
"You	see,	just	as	virtue	proves	the	basis	of	salvation	for	those	practicing	it.,	likewise	
wickedness	becomes	the	cause	of	destruction"	(Chrys.	p.	424)	
	
20	Then	 the	 LORD	said,	 "How	great	 is	 the	outcry	against	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	and	
how	very	grave	their	sin!"	
".	.	.	means	that	in	addition	to	that	unspeakable	iniquity,	beyond	all	pardoning,	they	
were	giving	evidence	also	of	many	other	offenses,	the	powerful	oppressing	the	weak	-	
the	rich	the	poor."	(Chrys.	p.424)	
".	.	.	the	frenzy	of	their	wickedness	was	so	powerful	that	all	were	infected	with	total	
defilement	.	.	.	they	called	for	utter	destruction.	After	all,	their	maladies	had	reached	the	
incurable	stage	and	were	now	proof	against	treatment."	(Chrys.	p.	424)	
	
21	I	must	go	down	and	see	whether	they	have	done	altogether	according	to	the	outcry	
that	has	come	to	me;	and	if	not,	I	will	know."	22	So	the	men	turned	from	there,	and	
went	 toward	 Sodom,	while	 Abraham	 remained	 standing	 before	 the	 LORD.	 23	 Then	
Abraham	came	near	 and	 said,	 "Will	 you	 indeed	 sweep	away	 the	 righteous	with	 the	
wicked?	24	Suppose	there	are	fifty	righteous	within	the	city;	will	you	then	sweep	away	
the	place	and	not	forgive	it	for	the	fifty	righteous	who	are	in	it?	25	Far	be	it	from	you	
to	do	such	a	thing,	to	slay	the	righteous	with	the	wicked,	so	that	the	righteous	fare	as	
the	wicked!	Far	be	that	from	you!	Shall	not	the	Judge	of	all	the	earth	do	what	is	just?"	
	
1.	God	personally	judges	mankind	with	discretion	
"Then	to	teach	the	whole	human	race	that,	even	if	their	sins	are	exceedingly	great	and	
confessed	to	be	such,	he	does	not	pronounce	sentence	before	proof	is	manifest	.	.	.	
there	is	need	to	apply	precision,	and	that	sinners	are	not	condemned	on	hearsay	nor	is	
sentence	pronounced	without	proof."	(Chrys.,	p.	427.	
	
2.	Will	the	righteous	parish	with	the	wicked?	(V.	23)	
".	.	.	his	great	compassion	of	spirit,	overwhelmed	as	he	was	with	a	rush	of	compassion	
and	not	knowing	what	he	was	saying	.	.	.	since	he	wasn’t	bold	enough	to	speak	directly	
on	his	nephews	behalf,	he	made	a	general	plea	for	everyone	out	of	a	desire	to	save	his	
life	along	with	theirs	and	rescue	them	along	with	him."	(Chrys.	p.	427)	
	
26	And	the	LORD	said,	"If	I	find	at	Sodom	fifty	righteous	in	the	city,	I	will	forgive	the	
whole	place	for	their	sake."	27	Abraham	answered	(2),	"Let	me	take	it	upon	myself	to	
speak	to	the	Lord,	I	who	am	but	dust	and	ashes.	28	Suppose	five	of	the	fifty	righteous	
are	lacking?	Will	you	destroy	the	whole	city	for	lack	of	five?"	And	he	said,	"I	will	not	
destroy	it	 if	 I	find	forty-five	there."	29	Again	(3)	he	spoke	to	him,	"Suppose	forty	are	
found	 there."	 "Oh	do	not	 let	 the	 Lord	be	angry	 if	 I	 speak.	 Suppose	 thirty	 are	 found	
there.	"	He	answered,	"I	will	not	do	 it,	 if	 I	 find	thirty	there."	31	He	said	(5),	"Let	me	
take	 it	 upon	 myself	 to	 speak	 to	 the	 Lord.	 Suppose	 twenty	 are	 found	 there."	 He	
answered,	"For	the	sake	of	twenty	I	will	not	destroy	it."	32	Then	he	said	(6),	"Oh	do	



not	let	the	Lord	be	angry	if	I	speak	just	once	more.	Suppose	ten	are	found	there."	He	
answered,	"For	the	sake	of	ten	I	will	not	destroy	it."	33	And	the	LORD	went	his	way,	
when	he	had	finished	speaking	to	Abraham;	and	Abraham	returned	to	his	place.	
	
1.	The	six	pleas	of	Abraham	
	
A	 (50)	 An	 appeal	 for	 justice:	 if	 some	 are	 found	 to	 be	 righteous	 will	 you	 stop	 your	
judgement	for	the	sake	of	the	few.	
"For	his	hospitality	and	godliness	Lot	was	saved	from	Sodom.	.	.	the	Master	having	thus	
foreshown	that	he	does	not	forsake	those	who	set	their	hope	on	Him."	(Clement	of	
Rome,	Epistle	to	the	Corinthians)	Yes	I	will	not	destroy!	
	
B.	 [45]	 An	 appeal	 for	 "Creation"	 :	 you	 are	our	Creator,	 how	 could	 you	destroy	what	
your	hands	have	created?	Yes	I	will	not	destroy!	
	
C.	[40]	if	45	why	not	40	
	
D.	[30]	if	for	the	sake	of	5	why	not	10	
	
E.	[20]	God’s	considerateness	comes	through	
	
F.	[10]	the	extent	of	God’s	love	
	
2.	Conclusions	about	the	pleas	
▪ If	ten	good	people	are	found	I	will	grant	everyone	forgiveness	of	their	sins.	
▪ God	is	not	an	"angry	God’	but	longsuffering	towards	us	in	our	sins	
▪ The	punishment	was	fitting	the	sin	-	the	people	of	Sodom	chose	it.	
"since	they	had	overturned	the	laws	of	nature	.	 .	 .	consequently	he	imposed	a	novel	
form	 of	 punishment,	 rendering	 sterile	 the	 womb	 of	 the	 earth	 on	 account	 of	 their	
lawlessness	and	leaving	a	perpetual	reminder	to	later	generations	not	to	attempt	the	
same	crimes	.	.	.	"	(Chrys.	p.	430)	
	


