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1	For	this	cause	I,	Paul,	the	prisoner	of	the	Christ	Jesus	on	behalf	of	you,	the	nations,	-	
2	if,	indeed,	you	heard	of	the	dispensation	of	the	grace	of	God	which	was	given	to	me	
in	regard	to	you,	
	
1.	 Paul	writes	 this	 letter	 from	 prison	 in	 Rome.	 Discipleship	 invokes	 sacrificial	 giving	
that	knows	no	limitations.	
“But	before	all	this	they	will	lay	their	hands	on	you	and	persecute	you,	delivering	you	up	
to	the	synagogues	and	prisons,	and	you	will	be	brought	before	kings	and	governors	for	
my	name's	sake.	This	will	be	a	time	for	you	to	bear	testimony.	(Luke	21:12-13)”	
“…but	as	servants	of	God	we	commend	ourselves	in	every	way:	through	great	
endurance,	in	afflictions,	hardships,	calamities,	5	beatings,	imprisonments,	tumults,	
labors,	watching,	hunger;	6	by	purity,	knowledge,	forbearance,	kindness,	the	Holy	Spirit,	
genuine	love,	7	truthful	speech,	and	the	power	of	God;	with	the	weapons	of	
righteousness	for	the	right	hand	and	for	the	left;	8	in	honor	and	dishonor,	in	ill	repute	
and	good	repute.	We	are	treated	as	impostors,	and	yet	are	true;	9	as	unknown,	and	yet	
well	known;	as	dying,	and	behold	we	live;	as	punished,	and	yet	not	killed;	10	as	
sorrowful,	yet	always	rejoicing;	as	poor,	yet	making	many	rich;	as	having	nothing,	and	
yet	possessing	everything.	(II	Cor.	6:4-10)	
	
2.	Dispensation	of	Grace	
“By	‘dispensation	of	grace,’	he	means	the	revelation	made	to	him.	As	much	as	to	say,	"I	
learned	it	not	from	man.	(Gal.	1:12.)	He	vouchsafed	to	reveal	it	even	to	me,	though	but	
an	individual	for	your	sakes.	For	Himself	said	unto	me,	‘Depart,	for	I	will	send	you	forth	
far	hence	unto	the	Gentiles.’(Acts	22:	21.)	‘If	so	be	that	you	have	heard’	for	a	
dispensation	it	was,	a	mighty	one;	to	call	one,	uninfluenced	from	any	other	quarter,	
immediately	from	above,	and	to	say,	‘Saul,	Saul,	why	do	you	persecute	Me?’	and	to	
strike	him	blind	with	that	ineffable	light!”	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)	
	
3	 that	 by	 revelation	 He	 made	 known	 to	 me	 the	 mystery	 (even	 as	 I	 wrote	 before	
briefly,	4	according	to	which	reading	you	are	able	to	perceive	my	understanding	in	the	
mystery	of	the	Christ),	
	
God	reveals	His	divine	Will	and	plants	it	in	Paul	not	for	his	personal	benefit	as	much	as	
to	the	benefit	of	the	Gentiles.	
“Here	he	is	pointing	out	that	the	whole	is	of	God,	that	we	have	contributed	nothing.	For	
what?	I	ask,	was	not	Paul	himself,	the	wonderful,	he	that	was	so	versed	in	the	law,	he	
that	was	brought	up	at	the	feet	of	Gamaliel	according	to	the	most	perfect	manner,	was	
not	he	saved	by	grace?	With	good	reason	too	does	he	call	this	a	mystery,	for	a	mystery	it	



is,	to	raise	the	Gentiles	in	a	moment	to	a	higher	rank	than	the	Jews.	(Chrysostom,	
Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
5	which	in	other	generations	was	not	made	known	to	the	sons	of	men,	as	now	it	was	
revealed	to	His	holy	apostles	and	prophets	in	the	Spirit:		
The	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	the	Apostles,	Bishops	and	People	of	God	makes	the	Church	
the	final	revelation	of	Christ	as	the	Son	of	God.	
	
1.	)	Before	Christ	came	the	Prophets	knew	the	mystery	but	not	everyone	
“What	then,	tell	me,	did	not	the	Prophets	know	it?	How	then	does	Christ	say,	that	
Moses	and	the	Prophets	wrote	"these	things	concerning	Me?"	And	again,	"If	ye	believed	
Moses,	ye	would	believe	Me."	(John	v:	46.)	And	again,	"Ye	search	the	Scriptures,	
because	ye	think	that	in	them	ye	have	eternal	life,	and	these	are	they	which	bear	
witness	of	me."	(John	v:	39.)	His	meaning	is	this,	either	that	it	was	not	revealed	unto	all	
men,	for	he	adds,	"which	in	other	generations	was	not	made	known	unto	the	sons	of	
men,	as	it	hath	now	been	revealed;	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
2.)	 Christ	 is	 the	 fulfillment	 and	 completion	 of	 all	 revelations.	 The	 prophets	 did	 not	
witness	this.	The	Holy	Spirit	reveals	all	things	concerning	Christ.	
“…or	else,	that	it	was	not	thus	made	known	by	the	very	facts	and	realities	themselves,	
‘as	it	hath	now	been	revealed	unto	His	holy	Apostles	and	Prophets	in	the	Spirit.’	For	
reflect.	Peter,	had	he	not	been	instructed	by	the	Spirit,	never	would	have	gone	to	the	
Gentiles.	For	hear	what	he	says,	‘Then	has	God	given	unto	them	the	Holy	Spirit,	as	well	
as	unto	us.’	(Acts	x:	47.)	That	it	was	by	the	Spirit	that	God	chose	that	they	should	receive	
the	grace.	The	Prophets	then	spoke,	yet	they	knew	it	not	thus	perfectly;	so	far	from	it,	
that	not	even	did	the	Apostles,	after	they	had	heard	it.	So	far	did	it	surpass	all	human	
calculation,	and	the	common	expectation.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
6	 the	 nations	 are	 to	 be	 joint-heirs,	 and	 fellow	 members	 of	 the	 body,	 and	 joint	
partakers	of	His	promise	in	the	Christ,	through	the	Gospel,		
	
1.	A	Mystery	to	humanity,	angels	and	all	creation	
“That	is,	by	His	being	sent	unto	them	also,	and	by	their	believing;	for	it	is	not	said	they	
are	fellow-heirs	simply,	but	‘through	the	Gospel.’	However,	this	indeed,	is	nothing	so	
great,	it	is	in	fact	a	small	thing,	and	it	discloses	to	us	another	and	greater	thing,	that	not	
only	men	knew	not	this,	but	that	neither	Angels	nor	Archangels,	nor	any	other	created	
power,	knew	it.	For	it	was	a	mystery,	and	was	not	revealed.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	
Ephesians)”	
	
2.	The	mystery	here	is	that	the	Nations	(Gentiles)	would	be	wed	to	Christ.	
"That	ye	can	perceive,"	he	saith,	"my	understanding."	This	alludes,	perhaps,	to	what	he	
said	to	them	in	the	Acts,	that	he	had	some	knowledge	that	the	Gentiles	also	were	called.	
This,	he	says,	is	his	own	knowledge,	‘the	knowledge	of	the	mystery,’	which	he	had	
mentioned,	‘that	Christ	will	in	Himself	make	of	the	two	one	new	man.’	For	by	revelation	



he	was	instructed,	both	he	and	Peter,	that	they	must	not	spurn	the	Gentiles;	and	this	he	
states	in	his	defense.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
7	of	which	 I	became	a	minister,	according	to	 the	gift	of	 the	grace	of	God	which	was	
given	to	me	according	to	the	operation	of	His	power.	
	
1.	The	Operation	of	God’s	power	–	preaching	a	gift	of	the	spirit.	
“For	a	work	indeed	it	was	of	power,	of	mighty	power,	and	such	as	no	human	diligence	
was	equal	to.	For	he	brought	three	qualifications	to	the	preaching	of	the	word,	A.)	a	zeal	
fervent	and	venturous,	B.)	a	soul	ready	to	undergo	any	possible	hardship,	and	C.)	
knowledge	and	wisdom	combined.	For	his	love	of	enterprise,	his	blamelessness	of	life,	
had	availed	nothing,	had	he	not	also	received	the	power	of	the	Spirit.	(Chrysostom,	
Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
2.	Miracles	to	not	convert	as	much	as	a	blameless	life	
It	was	not	then	by	his	miracles	that	men	were	made	believers;	no,	it	was	not	the	
miracles	that	did	this,	nor	was	it	upon	the	ground	of	these	that	he	claimed	his	high	
pretension,	but	upon	those	other	grounds.	For	a	man	must	be	alike	irreproachable	in	
conduct,	prudent	and	discreet	in	his	dealings	with	others,	regardless	of	danger,	and	apt	
to	teach.	It	was	by	these	qualifications	that	the	greater	part	of	his	success	was	achieved.	
Where	there	were	these,	there	was	no	need	of	miracles.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	
Ephesians)”	
	
3.	In	the	midst	of	persecutions	the	Apostles	persevered,	in	comfort	we’ve	lost	zeal!	
“	…	While	we,	who	are	destitute	of	that	source	of	confidence,	whence,	tell	me,	do	we	
expect	either	to	preserve	those	who	are	committed	to	our	charge,	or	to	gain	those	who	
are	not	come	to	the	fold;-men,	as	we	are,	who	have	been	making	a	study	of	self-
indulgence,	who	are	searching	the	world	over	for	ease,	and	who	are	unable,	or	rather	
who	are	unwilling,	to	endure	even	the	very	shadow	of	danger,	and	are	as	far	distant	
from	his	wisdom	as	heaven	is	from	earth?	Hence	it	is	too	that	they	who	are	under	us	are	
at	so	great	a	distance	behind	the	men	of	those	days;	because	the	disciples	of	those	days	
were	better	than	the	teachers	of	these,	isolated	as	they	were	in	the	midst	of	the	
populace,	and	of	tyrants,	and	having	all	men	on	all	sides	their	enemies,	and	yet	not	in	
the	slightest	degree	dragged	down	or	yielding.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
4.	Our	Love	for	God	has	become	cold	
These	things	one	shall	not	see	now-a-days,	even	in	teachers.	They	are	all	gone	and	
perished.	And	the	cause	is,	that	love	hath	waxed	cold,	that	sinners	go	unpunished;	(for	
hear	what	he	says	writing	to	Timothy,	(1	Tim.	v:	20.)	"Them	that	sin,	reprove	in	the	sight	
of	all;".)	it	is	that	the	rulers	are	in	a	sickly	state;	for	if	the	head	be	not	sound,	how	can	
the	rest	of	the	body	maintain	its	vigor?	But	mark	how	great	is	the	present	disorder.	
They,	who	were	living	virtuously,	and	who	under	any	circumstance	might	have	
confidence,	have	taken	possession	of	the	tops	of	the	mountains,	and	have	escaped	out	
of	the	world,	separating	themselves	as	from	an	enemy	and	an	alien	and	not	from	a	body	



to	which	they	belonged.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
5.	A	lack	of	accountability	–	consequences	for	our	sins	leads	to	harm	
“What	then?	however	let	no	one	take	offence,	for	I	mention	no	names;	suppose	some	
one	were	to	come	into	this	church	to	present	you	that	are	here	at	this	moment,	those	
that	are	now	with	me,	and	to	make	inquisition	of	them;	or	rather	not	now,	but	suppose	
on	Easter	day	any	one,	endued	with	such	a	spirit,	as	to	have	a	thorough	knowledge	of	
the	things	they	had	been	doing,	should	narrowly	examine	all	that	came	to	Communion,	
and	were	being	washed	[in	Baptism]	after	they	had	attended	the	mysteries;	many	things	
would	be	discovered	more	shocking	than	the	Jewish	horrors.	He	would	find	persons	who	
practice	augury	(fortune	telling),	who	make	use	of	charms,	and	omens	and	incantations,	
and	who	have	committed	fornication,	adulterers,	drunkards,	and	revilers,-covetous,	I	
am	unwilling	to	add,	lest	I	should	hurt	the	feelings	of	any	of	those	who	are	standing	
here.	What	more?	Suppose	any	one	should	make	scrutiny	into	all	the	communicants	in	
the	world,	what	kind	of	transgression	is	there	which	he	would	not	detect?	and	what	if	
he	examined	those	in	authority?	Would	he	not	find	them	eagerly	bent	upon	gain?	
Making	traffic	of	high	places?	Envious,	malignant,	vainglorious,	gluttonous,	and	slaves	to	
money?	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
6.	Wars	and	calamities	are	signs	we	have	drifted	away	and	are	being	chastened	with	
the	wicked.	
“Whereas	now	there	are	evils	out	of	number	at	the	full,	and	not	one	fears.	Oh,	
henceforth	let	us	take	the	alarm.	God	is	accustomed	to	punish	the	righteous	also	with	
the	wicked;	such	was	the	case	with	Daniel,	and	with	the	three	holy	Children,	such	has	
been	the	case	with	ten	thousand	others,	such	is	the	case	in	the	wars	that	are	taking	
place	even	at	the	present	day.	On	account	of	all	these	things,	let	us	take	heed	to	
ourselves.	Do	ye	not	see	these	wars?	Do	ye	not	hear	of	these	disasters?	Do	ye	learn	no	
lesson	from	these	things?	Nations	and	whole	cities	are	swallowed	up	and	destroyed,	
and	myriads	as	many	again	are	enslaved	to	the	barbarians.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VI,	On	
Ephesians)”	
	
If	hell	bring	us	not	to	our	senses,	yet	let	these	things.	What,	are	these	too	mere	threats,	
are	they	not	facts	that	have	already	taken	place?	Great	is	the	punishment	they	have	
suffered,	yet	a	greater	still	shall	we	suffer,	who	are	not	brought	to	our	senses	even	by	
their	fate.	Is	this	discourse	wearing?	I	am	aware	it	is	myself,	but	if	we	attend	to	it,	it	has	
its	advantage;	because	this	it	has	not,	the	quality	of	an	address	to	please,	-nay	more,	nor	
ever	shall	have,	but	ever	those	topics	which	may	avail	to	humble	and	to	chasten	the	
soul.	For	these	will	be	to	us	the	ground-work	of	those	blessings	to	come	hereafter,	to	
which	God	grant	that	we	may	all	attain,	in	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	with	whom	to	the	
Father,	together	with	the	Holy	Ghost	be	glory	and	might	and	honor,	now	and	
henceforth,	and	forever	and	ever.	Amen.	
	
	
	



Ephesians	Chapter	III	Part	2	
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8	 To	me,	 the	 one	who	 less	 than	 the	 least	 of	 all	 the	 saints,	 this	 grace	was	 given,	 to	
preach	the	Gospel	of	the	unsearchable	wealth	of	the	Christ	among	the	nations,	
	
The	humility	of	Paul	–	the	least	of	all	
“When	he	was	about	to	speak	of	the	vastness	of	the	grace	of	God,	hear	what	he	says,	
‘the	one	who	less	than	the	least	of	all	the	saints,	this	grace	was	given’	Lowliness	indeed	
it	was	even	to	bewail	his	former	sins,	although	blotted	out,	and	to	make	mention	of	
them,	and	to	hold	himself	within	his	true	measure	as	where	he	calls	himself	"a	
blasphemer,	and	a	persecutor,	and	injurious;"	(1	Tim.	i:	13.)	.	.	.	that	after	so	many	great	
and	good	deeds	and	at	that	time	he	should	thus	humble	himself,	and	call	himself	"less	
than	the	least	of	all,"	this	is	indeed	great	and	surpassing	moderation.	"To	one	who	am	
less	than	the	least	of	all	saints;"	he	said	not,	‘than	the	Apostles.’	So	that	that	expression	
is	less	strong	than	this	before	us.	There	his	words	are,	‘I	am	not	meet	to	be	called	an	
Apostle.’	(1	Cor.	xv:	9.)	Here	he	says	that	he	is	even	"less	than	the	least	of	all	saints…"	
(Chrysostom	,	Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
9	and	to	enlighten	all	as	 to	what	 is	 the	dispensation	of	 the	mystery	which	has	been	
hidden	from	the	ages	in	God,	Who	created	all	things	through	Jesus	Christ,	10	in	order	
that	now	the	much-variegated	wisdom	of	God	might	be	made	known	to	the	rulers	and	
to	the	authorities	in	the	heavenlies	through	the	Church,	
	
1.	All	things	have	been	created	through	Jesus	Christ	
And	he	does	well	to	say	‘through	Jesus	Christ;’	forasmuch	as	He	who	created	all	things	
by	Him,	reveals	also	this	by	Him;	for	He	has	made	nothing	without	Him;	for	‘without	
Him,’	it	is	said,	‘was	not	any	thing	made.’	(John	1:30.)	
	
The	Nicene	Creed.	
“And	in	one	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	only-begotten	Son	of	the	Father	before	all	ages,	Light	
of	Light,	true	God	of	true	God,	begotten	not	created,	of	one	essence	with	the	Father,	
through	whom	all	things	were	made.”	
Creation	as	an	Action	of	the	Trinity	
“Now,	because	the	good	and	transcendentally	good	God	was	not	content	to	
contemplate	Himself,	but	by	a	superabundance	of	goodness	saw	fit	that	there	should	be	
some	things	to	benefit	by	and	participate	in	His	goodness,	He	brings	all	things	from	
nothing	into	being	and	creates	them,	both	visible	and	invisible,	and	man,	who	is	made	
up	of	both.	By	thinking	He	creates,	and,	with	the	Word	fulfilling	and	the	Spirit	
perfecting,	the	object	of	His	thought	subsists.”	(St.	John	Damaskos,	Writings	Book	II,	
Chapter	2)	



▪ God	the	Father	–	thinking,	desiring,	motivated	by	love	
▪ God	the	Son	–	Fulfilling,	all	was	made	through	him	
▪ God	the	Spirit	–	Perfecting,	communion	with	Christ,	sanctification.	

	
2.	The	Church	as	the	revelation	of	Truth	
To	mankind	it	was	not	revealed.	And	are	you	enlightening	Angels	and	Archangels	and	
Principalities	and	authorities?	Yes,	says	he.	For	it	was	‘hid	in	God,’	even	‘in	God	Who	
created	all	things.’	And	do	you	venture	to	say	this?	Yes,	says	he.	But	from	what	source	
has	this	been	made	manifest	to	the	Angels?	Through	the	Church.	Again	he	says,	not	
merely	the	manifold	but	the	much-variegated	wisdom,	that	is,	"the	multiplied	and	
varied."	What	then	is	this?	Did	not	Angels	know	it?	Not	at	all;	for	if	Principalities	knew	it	
not,	much	less	could	Angels	ever	have	known	it.	What	then?	Did	not	even	Archangels	
know	it?	No,	nor	even	they.	Who	was	to	reveal	it?	When	we	were	taught	it,	then	were	
they	also	through	us.”	(Chrysostom	,	Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
11	according	to	the	purpose	of	the	ages	which	He	made	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord	12	in	
Whom	we	have	boldness	and	access	with	confidence	through	faith	in	Him.	
	
1.	According	to	God’s	Plan	
“That	is,	according	to	the	eternal	foreknowledge;	foreknowing	the	things	to	come,	i.e.,	
he	means	the	ages	to	come;	for	He	knew	what	was	to	be,	and	thus	decreed	it.”	
(Chrysostom	,	Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
2.	 The	 Church	 has	 access	 to	 the	 Father	 as	 shown	 in	 worship.	 (Liturgy	 of	 John	
Chrysostom)	
“	‘Have	access,’	not	as	prisoners,	he	says,	nor	yet,	as	candidates	for	pardon,	nor	as	
sinners;	for,	he,	we	have	even	"boldness	with	confidence,"	that	is,	accompanied	with	
cheerful	trust;	arising	from	what	source?	Through	our	faith	in	Him."	(Chrysostom,	
Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
“We	entrust	to	You,	loving	Master,	our	whole	life	and	hope,	and	we	ask,	pray	and	
entreat:	make	us	worthy	to	partake	of	Your	heavenly	and	awesome	mysteries	from	this	
holy	and	spiritual	Table	with	a	clear	conscience;	for	the	remission	of	sins,	forgiveness	of	
transgressions,	communion	of	the	holy	Spirit,	inheritance	of	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	
confidence	before	You,	and	not	in	judgment	or	condemnation.”	(Prayer	from	Liturgy)	
	
13.	Wherefore	I	ask	you	not	to	be	faint-hearted	at	my	afflictions	on	your	behalf,	which	
is	your	glory.	14	For	this	reason	I	bow	my	knees	to	the	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
15	from	Whom	every	family	in	the	heavens	and	on	earth	is	named,	
	
Which	is	for	your	glory?	
“It	is	because	God	so	loved	them,	as	to	give	even	the	Son	for	them,	and	to	afflict	His	
servants	for	them:	for	it	was	in	order	that	they	might	attain	so	many	blessings,	that	Paul	
was	in	prison.	Surely	this	was	from	God's	exceeding	love	towards	them	.	.	.	This	also	he	



says	when	writing	to	the	Thessalonians,	‘that	no	man	be	moved	by	these	afflictions.’	(1	
Thes.	iii:	3)	For	not	only	ought	we	not	to	grieve,	but	we	ought	even	to	rejoice.	If	you	find	
consolation	in	the	forewarning,	we	tell	you	beforehand	that	here	we	have	tribulation.	
And	why	pray?	Because	thus	hath	the	Lord	ordered.	(Chrysostom,	Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
16	 that	 He	would	 grant	 you,	 according	 the	wealth	 of	 His	 glory,	 to	 be	 strengthened	
with	might	through	His	Spirit	 in	the	 inner	man,	17	that	the	Christ	may	dwell	 in	your	
hearts	through	faith,	having	been	rooted	and	founded	in	love,	
	
Mark	with	what	insatiable	earnestness	he	invokes	these	blessings	upon	them,	that	they	
may	not	be	tossed	about.	But	how	shall	this	be	effected?	By	the	‘Holy	Spirit	in	your	
inward	man,	that	Christ	may	dwell	in	your	hearts	through	faith.’	(Chrysostom,	
Ephesians,	Homily	VII)	
	
St.	Basil’s	prayer	before	the	“Our	Father”	
“…	Cleanse	us	of	all	taint,	both	of	body	and	spirit,	and	teach	us	how	to	achieve	holiness	
in	reverence	for	You,	so	that	with	a	witness	of	a	clear	conscience,	as	we	receive	a	
portion	of	your	holy	Gifts,	we	may	be	united	to	the	holy	Body	and	Blood	of	Your	Christ	
and,	receiving	them	worthily,	may	possess	Christ	indwelling	in	our	hearts,	and	so	
become	a	temple	of	Your	Holy	Spirit…”	
	
“He	dwells	in	those	hearts	that	are	faithful,	in	those	that	are	‘rooted’	in	His	love,	those	
that	remain	firm	and	unshaken.	.	.	What	he	means	is	this.	Although	the	love	of	Christ	lies	
above	the	reach	of	all	human	knowledge,	yet	shall	you	know	it,	if	you	shall	have	Christ	
dwelling	in	you,	yes,	not	only	shall	know	from	Him	this,	but	shall	even	‘be	filled	unto	all	
the	fullness	of	God;’	meaning	by	the	‘fullness	of	God,’	either	the	knowledge	how	God	is	
worshipped	in	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Ghost,	or	else	urging	them	thus	to	use	
every	effort,	in	order	to	be	filled	with	all	virtue,	of	which	God	is	full.	(Chrysostom,	
Ephesians,	Homily	VII)”	
	
Ephesians	Chapter	III	Part	3	
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18	in	order	that	you	might	be	able	to	apprehend	with	all	the	saints	what	is	the	breadth	
and	 length	 and	 depth	 and	 height,	 19	 and	 to	 know	 the	 love	 of	 the	 Christ	 which	
surpasses	knowledge,	that	you	might	be	filled	to	all	the	fullness	of	God.	
	
1.	To	comprehend	the	mysteries	of	the	faith	by	God’s	grace.	
“….to	know	perfectly	the	mystery	which	has	been	providentially	ordered	in	our	behalf:	
"and	the	breadth,	and	length,	and	height,	and	depth;"	that	is,	too,	the	immensity	of	the	
love	of	God,	and	how	it	extends	every	where.	



	
2.	The	love	of	Christ	on	the	Cross	
“The	divine	mind	of	the	apostles	did	not	imagine	this	fourfold	figure	of	the	cross	to	no	
purpose.	He	knew	that	this	figure…represents	the	power	and	providence	of	the	One	
displayed	upon	it.	“	(St.	Gregory	of	Nyssa)	
	
20.	Now	to	Him	Who	is	able	to	do	exceedingly	above	all	things	what	we	ask	or	think,	
according	to	the	power	which	operates	in	us,	21	to	Him	be	the	glory	in	the	Church	in	
Christ	Jesus,	to	all	the	generations	of	the	ages	of	the	ages.	Amen.	
	
1.	It	is	Christ	Who	works	in	us	–	we	can	do	nothing	on	our	own.	
“And	this	is	evident	from	‘the	power,	that	operates	in	us:’	for	neither	did	we	ever	ask	
these	things,	nor	did	we	expect	them.”	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	Ephesians)	
	
2.	Our	vocation	is	to	give	glory	and	thanksgiving	to	God	
“Well	does	he	close	the	discourse	with	prayer	and	doxology;	for	right	were	it	that	He,	
who	has	bestowed	upon	us	such	vast	gifts,	should	be	glorified	and	blessed,	so	that	this	is	
even	a	proper	part	of	our	amazement	at	His	mercies,	to	give	glory	for	the	things	
advanced	to	us	at	God's	hands	through	Jesus	Christ.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	
Ephesians)”	
	
3.	The	Church	is	eternal	
"The	glory	in	the	Church."	Well	might	he	say	this,	forasmuch	as	the	Church	alone	can	
last	on	to	eternity.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
4.	It	is	God’s	love	in	us	that	is	to	be	made	manifest.	
“And	let	us	then	be	followers	of	Him;	let	us	do	good	to	our	enemies,	to	them	that	hate	
us,	let	us	draw	near	to	those	who	turn	their	backs	upon	us.	This	renders	us	like	unto	
God.	‘For	if	ye	love	them	that	love	you,’	said	Christ,	‘what	reward	have	ye?’	‘Do	not	even	
the	Gentiles	the	same.’	(Matt.	v:	46.)	But	what	is	a	sure	proof	of	love?	To	love	him	that	
hates	thee.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
a.)	Love	not	expecting	anything	in	return	
I	wish	to	give	you	some	example,	(pardon	me,)	and	since	I	find	it	not	among	them	that	
are	spiritual,	I	shall	quote	an	instance	from	them	that	are	without.	See	ye	not	those	
lovers?	How	many	insults	are	wreaked	upon	them	by	their	mistresses,	how	many	ploys	
practiced,	how	many	punishments	inflicted:	yet	they	are	enchained	to	them,	they	burn	
for	them,	and	love	them	better	than	their	own	souls,	passing	whole	nights	before	their	
thresholds.	From	them	let	us	take	our	example,	not	indeed	to	love	such	as	those,	-
women,	I	mean,	that	are	harlots;	no,	but	thus	to	love	our	enemies.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	
VII,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
b.)	Moses	as	an	example	
“Moses,	the	blessed	Moses,	surpassed	even	those	that	love	with	human	passion.	How,	



and	in	what	way?	First,	he	gave	up	the	court,	and	the	luxury,	and	the	attendants,	and	
the	glory,	and	chose	rather	to	be	with	the	Israelites.	Yet	is	this	not	only	what	no	one	else	
would	ever	have	done,	but	would	have	even	been	ashamed,	were	another	to	have	
discovered	him,	of	being	found	to	be	a	kinsman	of	men,	who	were	slaves	and	not	only	
slaves,	but	were	looked	upon	as	even	disgusting.	Yet	was	he	not	only	not	ashamed	of	his	
kindred,	but	with	all	his	spirit	defended	them,	and	threw	himself	into	dangers	for	their	
sake.	(Acts.	vii:	24.)	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
c.)	On	the	love	of	Moses	for	the	Israelites	
After	those	miracles,	and	after	the	wonders	wrought	by	his	hand,	oftentimes	they	
sought	to	stone	him	to	death	and	he	escaped	out	of	their	hands.	They	kept	murmuring	
too	incessantly,	and	yet	still,	notwithstanding,	so	passionately	did	he	love	them,	as	to	
say	unto	God,	when	they	committed	that	heinous	sin,	‘Yet	now	if	You	will	forgive,	
forgive	their	sin;	and	if	not,	blot	even	me	also	out	of	the	book	which	You	have	written."	
(Ex.	xxxii:	32.)	Fain	would	I	perish,	saith	he,	with	them,	rather	than	without	them	be	
saved.	Here,	verily,	is	love	even	to	madness,	verily,	unbounded	love…Thus	ought	a	man	
to	love	his	enemies;	by	lamentation,	by	unwearied	endurance,	by	doing	everything,	by	
showing	all	favor,	to	aim	at	their	salvation.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	VII,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
d.)	The	example	of	Christ’s	love	for	the	world	
“But	the	great	pattern	we	must	of	necessity	derive	from	the	Lord,	for	thus	doth	He	also	
Himself,	where	he	saith,	"For	He	maketh	His	sun	to	rise	on	the	evil	and	the	good."	(Matt.	
v:	45.)	adducing	the	example	from	His	Father;	but	we	from	Christ	Himself.	He	came	unto	
them,	in	His	Incarnation,	I	mean,	He	became	a	servant	for	their	sakes,	"He	humbled	
Himself,	He	emptied	Himself,	He	took	the	form	of	a	servant."	(Phil.	ii:	7,	Phil.	ii:	8.)	And	
when	He	came	unto	them,	He	went	not	Himself	aside	"into	any	way	of	the	Gentiles,"	
(Matt.	x:	5.)	and	gave	the	same	charge	to	His	disciples,	and	not	only	so,	but	"He	went	
about	healing	all	manner	of	disease,	and	all	manner	of	sickness.	(Matt.	iv:	23.)	And	what	
then?	All	the	rest	indeed	were	astonished,	and	marvelled,	and	said,	"Whence,	then,	
hath	this	man	all	these	things?"	(Matt.	xiii:	56.)	But	these,	the	objects	of	His	
beneficence,	these	said,	"He	hath	a	devil,"	(John	x:	20.)	and	"blasphemes,"	(John	x:	36.)	
and	"is	mad,"	and	is	a	"deceiver,"	(John	vii:	12,	and	Matt.	xxvii:	63.)…And	after	He	was	
crucified,	what	were	His	words?	"Father,	forgive	them,	for	they	know	not	what	they	do."	
(Luke	xxiii:	34.)	
	
e.)	Love	as	an	act	of	obedience	
Thus	is	it	we	ought	to	love	our	enemies,	thus	to	imitate	Christ.	Thus	is	it	we	ought	to	
love	our	enemies.	This	is	to	love	God,	Who	has	enjoined	it,	Who	has	given	it	as	His	law.	
To	imitate	Him	is	to	love	our	enemy.	Consider	it	is	not	your	enemy	you	are	benefiting,	
but	yourself;	you	are	not	loving	him,	but	are	obeying	God.	Knowing	therefore	these	
things,	let	us	confirm	our	love	one	to	another,	that	we	may	perform	this	duty	perfectly,	
and	attain	those	good	things	that	are	promised	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord,	with	Whom	to	
the	Father,	together	with	the	Holy	Ghost,	be	glory,	might,	and	honor,	now,	and	for	ever	
and	ever.	Amen.	


