
Ephesians	Chapter	II		
	
	
Translation:	The	Orthodox	New	Testament,	Vol.	2,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	Buena	Vista	
CO.,	1999)	
	
7	 that	 He	 might	 show	 forth	 Himself	 in	 the	 ages	 which	 are	 coming	 the	 surpassing	
wealth	of	His	grace	in	kindness	upon	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	
	
The	honor	of	being	in	Christ.	
“…	for	to	sit	on	His	right	hand	is	honor	above	all	honor,	it	is	that	beyond	which	there	is	
none	other.	This	then	he	says,	that	even	we	shall	sit	there.	Truly	this	is	surpassing	riches,	
truly	surpassing	is	the	greatness	of	His	power,	to	make	us	sit	down	with	Christ,	Yes,	had	
you	ten	thousand	souls,	would	you	not	lose	them	for	His	sake?	Yes,	had	you	to	enter	the	
flames,	ought	you	not	readily	to	endure	it?	And	He	Himself	too	says	again,	"Where	I	am,	
there	shall	also	My	servant	be."	(John.	xii:	26.)	Why	surely	had	you	to	be	cut	to	pieces	
every	day,	ought	you	not,	for	the	sake	of	these	promises	cheerfully	to	embrace	it?	Think,	
where	He	sits?	Above	all	principality	and	power.	And	with	whom	it	is	that	you	sit?	With	
Him.	And	who	are	you?	One	dead,	by	nature	a	child	of	wrath.	And	what	good	have	you	
done?	None.	Truly	now	it	is	high	time	to	exclaim,	"Oh	the	depth	of	the	riches	both	of	the	
wisdom	and	the	knowledge	of	God!"	(Rom.	xi:33.)	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	
Ephesians)	
	
Ecclesial	titles	(Offikia)	
During	Holy	Services,	the	Archimandrite	(non-married	Priest)	has	precedence	over	all	
the	priests.	Among	married	priests,	Protopresbyters	take	precedence	(with	seniority	of	
ordination).	Among	Presbyters,	including	Protopresbyter,	the	Chancellor	of	the	
Archdiocese	takes	precedence.	Each	Presbyter	is	ranked	according	to	seniority	of	
ordination.	
	
Distinctions	are	never	requested	but	are	bestowed	by	discernment	of	the	Bishop.	(Titles,	
Confessor,	Synkellos,	Sakellarios	or	Economos,	Protopresbter)	
	
Archimandrite	=	originally	it	referred	to	the	presiding	Monk	at	a	monastery.	
Protoprsbyter:	a	distinction	of	honor	given	by	a	Bishop	to	a	priest.	In	some	jurisdictions	
it	is	given	to	a	priest	in	charge	of	regional	administration.	He	wears	the	pectoral	cross	
and	the	epigonation.	
	
Epigonation=	(on	the	knee)	is	the	square	vestment	suspended	by	one	of	its	corners	from	
a	ribbon	which	hangs	over	the	right	knee.	Originally	it	was	worn	by	the	Bishop,	later	
Archimandrites	and	recently	by	married	priests	who	holding	a	higher	distinction	
	
Sakelarrios	=	(Shield	Bearer)	an	Confessor	
	



Economos	=	(Steward)	a	good	caretaker	of	the	household	of	God.	
	
8	For	by	grace	are	you	saved	 through	 faith,	and	 this	not	of	yourselves;	 the	gift	 is	of	
God,	
	
I.	Salvation	is	a	gift	given	
“In	order	then	that	the	greatness	of	the	benefits	bestowed	may	not	raise	you	too	high,	
observe	how	he	brings	you	down:	"by	grace	ye	have	been	saved,"	he	said,	‘Through	
faith;’	Then,	that,	on	the	other	hand,	our	free-will	be	not	impaired,	he	adds	also	our	part	
in	the	work,	and	yet	again	cancels	it,	and	adds,	‘And	that	not	of	ourselves.’	Neither	is	
faith,	he	means,	‘of	ourselves.’	Because	had	He	not	come,	had	He	not	called	us,	how	
would	we	have	been	able	to	believe?	For	‘how,’	he	says,	‘shall	they	believe,	unless	they	
hear?’	(Rom.	x:	14.)	So	that	the	work	of	faith	itself	is	not	our	own.	‘It	is	the	gift,’said	he,	
‘of	God,’	it	is	‘not	of	works.’	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
II.	Not	by	Faith	ALONE	
“Was	faith	then,	you	will	say,	enough	to	save	us?	No,	but	God,	he	said,	required	this,	lest	
He	should	save	us,	barren	and	without	work	at	all.	His	expression	is,	that	faith	saves,	but	
it	is	because	God	so	wills,	that	faith	saves.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
9	not	of	works,	lest	anyone	should	boast.	
	
Good	Works	are	the	fruit	of	salvation	
“…No	one,	he	says,	is	justified	by	works,	in	order	that	the	grace	and	loving-kindness	of	
God	may	be	shown.	He	did	not	reject	us	as	having	works,	but	abandoned	of	works	He	
has	saved	us	by	grace;	so	that	no	man	henceforth	may	boast.	And	then,	lest	when	you	
hear	that	the	whole	work	is	accomplished	not	of	works	but	by	faith,	you	should	not	
become	idle…”	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
10.	For	we	are	His	work,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	which	God	prepared	
beforehand,	in	order	that	we	should	walk	in	them.	
	
1.	We	are	“re-created”	by	our	birth	in	Baptism	and	Chrismation	
“Observe	the	words	he	uses.	He	here	alludes	to	the	regeneration,	which	is	in	reality	a	
second	creation.	We	have	been	brought	from	non-existence	into	being.	As	to	what	we	
were	before,	that	is,	the	old	man,	we	are	dead.	What	we	are	now	become,	before,	we	
were	not.	Truly	then	is	this	work	a	creation,	yea,	and	more	noble	than	the	first;	for	from	
that	one,	we	have	our	being;	but	from	this	last,	we	have,	over	and	above,	our	well	
being.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
2.	Good	works	=	the	development	of	virtue	
Not	merely	that	we	should	begin,	but	that	we	should	walk	in	them,	for	we	need	a	virtue	
which	shall	last	throughout,	and	be	extended	on	to	our	dying	day.	If	we	had	to	travel	a	
road	leading	to	a	royal	city,	and	then	when	we	had	passed	over	the	greater	part	of	it,	



were	to	flag	and	sit	down	near	the	very	close,	it	were	of	no	use	to	us.	(Chrysostom,	
Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
3.	Salvation	is	being	clothed	in	all	virtue	
“Thus	here	he	rejoices	not	that	we	should	work	one	work,	but	all;	for,	as	we	have	five	
senses,	and	ought	to	make	use	of	all	in	their	proper	season,	so	ought	we	also	the	several	
virtues.	Now	were	a	man	to	be	temperate	and	yet	unmerciful,	or	were	he	to	be	merciful	
and	yet	grasping,	or	were	he	to	abstain	indeed	from	other	people's	goods,	and	yet	not	
bestow	his	own,	it	would	be	all	in	vain.	For	a	single	virtue	alone	is	not	enough	to	present	
us	with	boldness	before	the	judgment-seat	of	Christ;	no,	we	require	it	to	be	great,	and	
various,	and	universal,	and	entire.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
	
4.	Lacking	in	just	one	virtue	can	lead	to	loosing	one’s	salvation	
"Whosoever	shall	break	one	of	these	least	commandments,	shall	be	called	least	in	the	
kingdom	of	Heaven,"	(Matt.	v:	19.)	that	is,	in	the	resurrection;	nay,	he	shall	not	enter	
into	the	kingdom;	for	He	is	wont	to	call	the	time	also	of	the	resurrection,	the	kingdom.	
"If	he	break	one,"	saith	He,	"he	shall	be	called	least,"	so	that	we	have	need	of	all.	And	
observe	how	it	is	not	possible	to	enter	without	works	of	mercy;	but	if	even	this	alone	be	
wanting,	we	shall	depart	into	the	fire.	For,	saith	He,	"Depart,	ye	cursed,	into	the	eternal	
fire,	which	is	prepared	for	the	Devil	and	his	angels."	Why	and	wherefore?	"For	I	was	an	
hungered,	and	ye	gave	me	no	meat;	I	was	thirsty,	and	ye	gave	me	no	drink."	(Matt.	xxv:	
42.)	Beholdest	thou,	how	without	any	other	charge	laid	against	them,	for	this	one	alone	
they	perished.	And	for	this	reason	alone	too	were	the	virgins	also	excluded	from	the	
bride-chamber,	though	sobriety	surely	they	did	possess.	As	the	Apostle	saith	"and	the	
sanctification,	without	which	no	man	shall	see	the	Lord."	(Heb.	xii:	14.)	
	
Consider	then,	that	without	sobriety,	it	is	impossible	to	see	the	Lord;	yet	it	does	not	
necessarily	follow	that	with	sobriety	it	is	possible	to	see	Him,	because	often-times	
something	else	stands	in	the	way.	Again,	if	we	do	all	things	ever	so	rightly,	and	yet	do	
our	neighbor	no	service,	neither	in	that	case	shall	we	enter	into	the	kingdom.	Whence	is	
this	evident?	From	the	parable	of	the	servants	entrusted	with	the	talents.	For,	in	that	
instance,	the	man's	virtue	was	in	every	point	unimpaired,	and	there	had	been	nothing	
lacking,	but	forasmuch	as	he	was	slothful	in	his	business,	he	was	rightly	cast	out.	
	
5.	God’s	Goodness	is	not	used	for	overlooking	sins	but	leading	us	to	repent	
“But	He	is	good,"	a	man	says.	How	long	are	we	to	be	uttering	this	foolish	talk?	Foolish,	I	
say,	not	because	He	is	not	good,	but	in	that	we	keep	thinking	that	His	goodness	will	be	
available	to	us	for	these	purposes,	though	I	have	again	and	again	used	ten	thousand	
arguments	on	this	subject.	Listen	to	the	Scripture,	which	says,	"Say	not,	His	mercy	is	
great,	He	will	be	pacified	for	the	multitude	of	my	sins."	(Ecclus.	v:	6.)	.	.	.Do	not,	he	
means,	admire	the	loving-kindness	of	God	with	this	view,	with	a	view	to	sinning	.	.	.but	
that	we	may	not	despair	in	our	sins,	but	may	repent.	For	"the	goodness	of	God	leadeth	
thee	to	repentance,"	(Rom.	ii:	4.)	not	to	greater	wickedness.	(Chrysostom,	Homily	IV,	On	
Ephesians)	



6.	Why	is	lacking	acts	of	mercy	placed	in	front	of	other	sins?	(Matthew	25)	
“Because	nothing	so	provokes	God	to	wrath.	He	puts	this	before	all	terrible	things;	for	if	
it	is	our	duty	to	love	our	enemies,	of	what	punishment	shall	not	he	be	worthy,	who	
turns	away	even	from	them	that	love	him,	and	is	in	this	respect	worse	than	the	
heathen?	So	that	in	this	case	the	greatness	of	the	sin	will	make	such	a	one	go	away	with	
the	devil.	Woe	to	him,	it	is	said,	who	doeth	not	alms;	…For	what	did	not	they	of	old	do?	
They	gave	tithes,	and	tithes	again	upon	tithes	for	orphans,	widows,	and	strangers;	
whereas	some	one	was	saying	to	me	in	astonishment	at	another,	"Why,	such	an	one	
gives	tithes."	What	a	load	of	disgrace	does	this	expression	imply,	since	what	was	not	a	
matter	of	wonder	with	the	Jews	has	come	to	be	so	in	the	case	of	the	Christians?	If	there	
was	danger	then	in	omitting	tithes,	think	how	great	it	must	be	now.	(Chrysostom,	
Homily	IV,	On	Ephesians)	
		
	
Ephesians	Chapter	II	Part	2	
	
	
Translation:	The	Orthodox	New	Testament,	Vol.	2,	Holy	Apostles	Convent,	Buena	Vista	
CO.,	1999)	
	
11	Wherefore	 be	 remembering	 that	 once	 you,	 the	Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh,	 -	 the	 one’s	
who	 are	 called	 uncircumcision	 by	 what	 is	 called	 circumcision	 in	 the	 flesh	 made	 by	
hand,-	12	that	at	that	time	you	were	without	Christ,	having	been	alienated	from	the	
common	wealth	 of	 Israel,	 and	 strangers	 from	 the	 covenants	 of	 promise,	 having	 no	
hope	and	without	God	in	the	world.	
	
Remembering	one’s	past	
“…it	is	usual	with	us,	one	and	all,	when	we	are	raised	from	a	state	of	great	meanness	to	
a	corresponding,	or	perhaps	a	greater	dignity,	to	not	so	much	as	even	retain	any	
recollection	of	our	former	condition,	being	nourished	in	our	new	glory.	On	this	account	
it	is	that	he	says,	"Wherefore	remember."-"Wherefore."	Why,	"wherefore?"	Because	we	
have	been	created	unto	good	works,	and	this	were	sufficient	to	induce	us	to	cultivate	
virtue;	"remember,"-for	that	remembrance	is	sufficient	to	make	us	grateful	to	our	
Benefactor	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	On	Ephesians)	
	
13	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	you	who	were	once	afar	off	came	to	be	near	by	the	blood	of	
the	Christ.	
	
Free	Will	determines	our	destiny	
“For	the	‘afar	off,’	and	the	‘near,’	are	matters	of	will	and	choice	only.	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	
V,	On	Ephesians)”	
	
	
	



14	For	He	is	our	peace,	the	One	Who	made	the	both	one,	and	broke	down	the	middle	
wall	of	the	hedge,	
	
1.)	Being	made	one	in	Christ	
“Or	put	the	case	again	in	another	way.	Let	the	two	be,	one	a	slave,	the	other	an	adopted	
son:	and	let	both	offend	Him,	the	one	as	a	disinherited	child,	the	other	as	a	fugitive,	and	
one	who	never	knew	a	father.	Then	let	both	be	made	heirs,	both	trueborn	sons.	Behold,	
they	are	exalted	to	one	and	the	same	dignity,	the	two	are	become	one,	the	one	coming	
from	a	longer,	the	other	from	a	nearer	distance,	and	the	slave	becoming	more	noble	
than	he	was	before	he	offended.	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
2.	The	Middle	Wall	of	the	hedge	=	the	Law	
“…he	calls	"the	enmity	in	the	flesh,"	a	middle	wall,	in	that	it	is	a	common	barrier,	cutting	
us	off	alike	from	God.	As	the	Prophet	says,	"Your	iniquities	separate	between	you	and	
Me;"	(Isa.	lix:	2.)	for	that	enmity	which	He	had	both	against	Jews	and	Gentiles	was,	as	it	
were,	a	middle	wall.	.	.	The	law	was	a	hedge,	but	this	it	was	made	for	the	sake	of	
security,	and	for	this	reason	was	called	"a	hedge,"	to	the	intent	that	it	might	form	an	
enclosure.	It	became,	however,	a	middle	wall,	no	longer	establishing	them	in	security,	
but	cutting	them	off	from	God.	Such	then	is	the	middle	wall	of	partition	formed	out	of	
the	hedge.	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
15	having	abolished	by	ordinances	the	enmity	-	the	law	of	the	commandments-	in	His	
flesh,	 in	 order	 that	 He	might	 create	 in	 Himself	 the	 two	 into	 one	 new	man,	making	
peace,	
	
Ordinances	–	faith	and	life	in	Christ	
“He	either	then	means	"faith,"	calling	that	an	"ordinance,"	(for	by	faith	alone	He	saved	
us,)	or	he	means	"precept,"	such	as	Christ	gave,	when	He	said,	"But	I	say	unto	you,	that	
ye	are	not	to	be	angry	at	all."	(Matt.	v:	22.)	That	is	to	say,	"If	thou	shalt	believe	that	God	
raised	Him	from	the	dead,	thou	shalt	be	saved."	(Rom.	x:	6-9.)	.	.	.	Instead	of	a	certain	
manner	of	life,	He	brought	in	faith.	For	that	He	might	not	save	us	to	no	purpose,	He	both	
Himself	underwent	the	penalty,	and	also	required	of	men	the	faith	that	is	by	doctrines.	
(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
16	and	might	thoroughly	reconcile	them	both	in	one	body	to	God	through	the	Cross,	
having	slain	the	enmity	by	it.	
	
1.)	The	enmity	of	sin	has	been	destroyed	
“Taking	up	the	enmity	that	had	come	between	us	and	God	on	account	of	sins,	slaying	it	
in	himself,	as	the	apostles	says	(and	sin	is	enmity),	and	becoming	what	we	are,	he	joined	
the	human	to	God	again	through	Himself.	(Gregory	of	Nyssa)”	
Isa	65:25	“The	wolf	and	the	lamb	shall	feed	together,	the	lion	shall	eat	straw	like	the	ox;	
and	dust	shall	be	the	serpent's	food.”	
	



2.)	If	sin	has	been	“slain”	why	do	Christians	sin?	
“How	then	is	it	that	it	does	rise	again?	From	our	exceeding	depravity.	For	as	long	as	we	
abide	in	the	body	of	Christ,	as	long	as	we	are	united,	it	rises	not	again,	but	lies	dead;	or	
rather	that	former	enmity	never	rises	again	at	all.	But	if	we	breed	another,	it	is	no	longer	
because	of	Him,	who	both	destroyed	and	put	to	death	the	former	one.	It	is	you,	that	
travails	with	a	fresh	one.	‘For	the	mind	of	the	flesh,’	said	he,	‘is	enmity	against	God;’	
(Rom.	8:6)	if	we	are	in	nothing	carnally-minded,	there	will	be	no	fresh	enmity	produced,	
but	that	‘peace’	shall	remain.	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
3.)	The	enmity	of	sin	
“So	the	eyes	are	good,	but	without	light,	will	commit	innumerable	errors;	this,	however,	
is	the	fault	of	their	weakness,	not	of	nature.	Were	the	errors	natural,	then	should	we	
never	be	able	to	use	them	aright	at	all.	For	nothing	that	is	natural	is	evil.	Why	then	does	
he	call	carnal	affections	sins?	Because	whenever	the	flesh	exalts	herself,	and	gets	the	
mastery	over	her	charioteer,	she	produces	ten	thousand	mischiefs.	The	virtue	of	the	
flesh	is,	her	subjection	to	the	soul.	It	is	her	vice	to	govern	the	soul.	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	V,	
On	Ephesians).”	
	
17	And	He	came	and	preached	the	good	tidings,	peace	to	you	who	were	afar	off	and	to	
those	who	were	near.	 18	 For	 through	Him	we	both	have	access	 in	one	Spirit	 to	 the	
Father.	
	
On	the	Peace	of	Christ	
“	‘Peace,’	says	he,	that	‘peace’	which	is	towards	God.	He	has	reconciled	us.	For	the	Lord	
Himself	also	said,	‘Peace	I	leave	with	you;	my	peace	I	give	unto	you.’	(John.	xiv:	27.)	And	
again,	‘Be	of	good	cheer,	I	have	overcome	the	world.’	(Jo.	xvi:	33.)	And	again,	
‘Whatsoever	ye	shall	ask	in	my	name	that	will	I	do.’	(Jo.	xiv:	14.)	And	again,	‘For	the	
Father	loves	you.’	(Jo.	xvi:	27.)	These	are	so	many	evidences	of	peace.	(Chrysostom,	
Hom.	VI,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
19	 So	 then,	 you	 are	 no	 longer	 strangers	 and	 sojourners,	 but	 fellow	 citizens	 of	 the	
saints	and	of	 the	household	of	God,	20	who	were	built	up	on	 the	 foundation	of	 the	
apostles	and	prophets,	Jesus	Christ	Himself	being	the	cornerstone,	
	
The	Church	Militant	&	Triumphant	
“Observe	how	he	blends	all	together,	the	Gentiles,	the	Jews,	the	Apostles,	the	Prophets,	
and	Christ,	and	illustrates	the	union	sometimes	from	the	body,	and	sometimes	from	the	
building:	‘built,	says	he,	‘upon	the	foundation	of	the	Apostles	and	Prophets;’	that	is,	the	
Apostles	and	Prophets	are	a	foundation,	and	he	places	the	Apostles	first,	though	they	
are	in	order	of	time	last,	doubtless	to	represent	and	express	this,	that	both	the	one	and	
the	other	are	alike	a	foundation,	and	that	the	whole	is	one	building,	and	that	there	is	
one	root.	.	.Then	he	adds,	that	He	who	binds	the	whole	together	in	Christ.	For	the	chief	
corner-stone	binds	together	both	the	walls,	and	the	foundations	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	VI,	
On	Ephesians).”	



	
21	 in	Whom	every	building,	being	 joined	together,	 increases	to	a	holy	 temple	 in	 the	
Lord,	22	in	Whom	you	also	are	being	built	up	together	for	a	dwelling	place	of	God	in	
the	Spirit.	
	
1.)	Built	as	Temples	of	Christ	
“What	then	is	the	object	of	this	building?	It	is	that	God	may	dwell	in	this	temple.	For	
each	of	you	individually	is	a	temple,	and	all	of	you	together	are	a	temple.	And	He	dwells	
in	you	as	in	the	body	of	Christ,	and	as	in	a	Spiritual	temple.	He	does	not	use	the	word	
which	means	our	coming	to	God,	but	which	implies	God's	bringing	us	to	Himself,	for	we	
came	not	out	of	ourselves,	but	we	were	brought	nigh	by	Him.	"No	one,"	saith	Christ,	
"cometh	unto	the	Father	but	by	Me."	And	again,	"I	am	the	way,	and	the	truth,	and	the	
life."	(Jo.	xiv:	6.)	(Chrysostom,	Hom.	VI,	On	Ephesians).”	
	
2.)	The	Feast	of	the	Entry	of	The	Virgin	Mary	into	the	Temple	(Nov.	21)	
	

1.) “For	we	are	God's	fellow	workers;	you	are	God's	field,	God's	building.	…	16	Do	
you	not	know	that	you	are	God's	temple	and	that	God's	Spirit	dwells	in	you?	17	If	
any	one	destroys	God's	temple,	God	will	destroy	him.	For	God's	temple	is	holy,	
and	that	temple	you	are.	(I	Cor.	3:9-17)	

2.) John	14:23	“Jesus	answered	him,	"If	a	man	loves	me,	he	will	keep	my	word,	and	
my	Father	will	love	him,	and	we	will	come	to	him	and	make	our	home	with	him.”	


